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complete with company house and company store. Your last 

stop will be at the Old Town Hall in Glace Bay, built in1902 and 

restored as a Historical Monument to the Mining Community  

of Glace Bay. Light refreshments will be served.

Please Note: Underground mine tour has a low ceiling and requires 

some bending 

Sailing on the 
Bras d’Or Lakes

	
Approximately 4 hours • $$$

Sail away to “where the only sound you hear is the wind in your 

sails.” You are invited to join the Amoeba for a sailing experience 

as unforgettable as Cape Breton’s Bras d’Or Lakes. Bras d’Or is 

an inland sea forming the heart shape of Cape Breton Island. 

The pristine waters cover one third of the island, to a depth of 

over 900 feet, the deepest saltwater lake in Nova Scotia. After a 

one-hour drive from the ship to Baddeck, sail by Cape Breton 

from the deck of the 67-foot staysail schooner, the Amoeba. View 

Alexander Graham Bell’s stately mansion, Beinn Bhreagh, and 

watch for bald eagles in their natural setting. After your sailing 

experience, you will have free time to visit the resort Village of 

Baddeck.

Please note: Dress warmly; bring a jacket or windbreaker. 

Sydney Area Historical Drive

Approximately 2½ hours • $

Discover the many influences that have given Sydney its colorful 

character from its founding by Loyalists in 1785 to the pres-

ent day. You’ll learn why its harbor is among the most strategic 

on the Atlantic, playing a major role in both World Wars. And 

you’ll see the former “company community” of Whitney Pier 

where employees of the steel and coal industries forged their lives 

for many years. Visit the Whitney Pier Museum, devoted to the 

55 ethnic groups that make up the population of Sydney and the 

Fort Petrie Battery that protected the harbor from enemy attack 

during World War II. A light refreshment will be served at the 

Whitney Pier Museum.

Fortress of Louisbourg:  
18th-Century Life: the Inside Story

	

Approximately 6 hours • $$$$

This is an opportunity to actually experience life during the 1744 

French settlement of Canada, with a behind-the-scenes visit to 

North America’s premier historic reconstruction-the authentical-

ly recreated Fortress of Louisbourg. After a 40 minute drive, your 

visit to the fortress will begin with a brief overview and outside 

walking tour of the site. You will pre-order from the following 

program choices: 

1.	Garden and Kitchen: French Gardens and introduction to 

open hearth cooking. 

2.	Costumes and Basketry: Details of 18th-century clothing and 

French basket weaving.

3.	Forge and Military: How to make a musket ball and soldiers 

equipment and weaponry.

Next, you will enjoy a hot, 18th-century-style meal at one of the 

town’s local restaurant pubs. In 1744, only a spoon was used as 

an eating utensil! Experience a life like no other and relive the 

18th century in French North America. 

Please note: Considerable walking is involved. This tour is not  

recommended for persons with walking problems or wheelchairs. 

Bring warm clothing and comfortable footwear.

Black Gold: A Cape Breton Mine Experience

Approximately 4¼ hours • $$

Learn about the hard life of a miner on this interactive tour of 

the Cape Breton Miners Museum. A 30-minute motor coach trip 

brings you to the museum. A highlight of your visit is sure to 

be the adventure of touring the Ocean Deeps Colliery, an actual 

underground coal mine located beneath the building. Retired 

coal miners guide you on this 30-minute excursion into a 1932 

mine, where you experience first-hand what it was like to extract 

coal by the “sweat of your brow.” Your tour will focus on the  

geological development of the Sydney coal fields and the various 

techniques which have been used to mine these coal seams since 

1720. Before leaving the museum, you have a chance to purchase 

a memento of your visit and explore the Miner’s Village, 
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general information

guides, services & transportation:
In certain interesting but off-the-beaten-track places, professional 
guides and vehicles are at a premium. The best available are engaged. 
For all tours other than the Signature Collection, it is exceptional for 
drivers of public hire vehicles to speak any language but their own 
and it is not always possible to obtain air-conditioned buses or taxis 
in many ports. However, we do our utmost to find the very best 
excursion packages for your touring pleasure. Guests who leave  
during a tour for which transportation is included must there- 
after provide for their own transportation and services at their own 
expense. Transportation standards vary from country to country. 

self-guided excursions:
Guests who do not join these prearranged shore excursions must rely 
on whatever transportation is available in each port. If you choose to 
devise your own excursion, we suggest that you remind the driver or 
tour escort of the ship’s sailing time. Of course, the ship’s facilities are 
fully available to guests while in port.

conditions:
Shore excursions are “Non-Holland America Line Services” for the 
purposes of your Cruise Contract. This means that shore excursions 
are not owned or operated by Holland America. Refer to your Cruise 
Contract for a full statement of your rights and obligations as well as 
those of the Owner of the Ship, Holland America Line Inc. and cer-
tain other persons and entities with respect to Non-Holland America 
Line Services. In particular, please note that you are assuming the 
entire risk of utilizing Non-Holland America Line Services subject 
only to whatever terms or arrangements are made by you or on your 
behalf with the third party furnishing the Non-Holland America 
Line Services. Holland America does not assume liability for injuries 
or damages that occur during or as a result of shore excursions, nor 
is Holland America Line liable for loss of or damage to any baggage 
or other property which occurs ashore, for any reason whatsoever. 
Shore excursions are subject to cancellations or changes. Shore excur-
sion operators reserve the right to deny participation to guests based 
on such criteria as they may establish. Children under 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent or responsible adult aged 21 or older.

about pricing, refunds & cancellations:
Rates and descriptions are current as of the printing date. Prices are 
subject to change without notice and descriptions may vary from the 
actual tour provided. All cancellations that are made less than 10 days 
prior to cruise departure are subject to a 10% cancellation fee. There 
will be no exceptions. In addition, if you cancel your tour reservation 
after the booking deadline stated in the Shore Excursion Planning 
Form on board, or if you cancel a Signature of Excellence® shore 
excursion within 10 days of sailing, a 100% cancellation fee will apply 
since transportation and services will have already been arranged.

Spirit of the Fiddle: Sounds of Cape Breton

Approximately 1½ hours • $

Join us for a musical experience unique to Cape Breton Island. 

Influenced by Scottish, Irish and Acadian traditions, enjoy  

professional local entertainers as they offer singing, step dancing 

and of course, lively fiddle playing. This special presentation is 

exclusively for the guests of Holland America Line. Meet at the 

World’s Largest Fiddle and follow the piper to an intimate  

performance space in the Sydney Cruise Terminal located  

directly across from the ship. Refreshments, including traditional 

Cape Breton oatcakes will be served.

The Bird Islands of Cape Breton:  
Puffins, Seals & Eagles

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

At the entrance of the Great Bras d’Or Channel are the dramati-

cally beautiful Bird Islands. Rising like rocky pillars from the sea, 

these islands are the nesting grounds of thousands of seabirds, 

razorbills, kittiwakes and more than 300 pairs of Atlantic puffins 

in addition to bald eagles and seals. Leaving the pier, you will 

travel approximately 45 minutes to the heart of Cape Breton to 

Big Bras d’Or and board a 38-foot Cape Islander tour boat for a  

2½-hour educational, narrated boat tour. Learn about the  

nesting habits of seabirds and other local folklore on this half-day  

excursion. Visit the nature-oriented gift shop located on site and 

bring your camera.

Please note: Dress warmly in layers. A light jacket is recommended. 

Extra layers are required in early May. Tour does not operate in 

August and September. Binoculars are provided. 




