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Now you can easily choose your tour times, book your  

tours and receive confirmation of your shore excursion  

reservations 24 hours a day. Visit us online at 

www.hollandame rica.com

Book online now, up until five days before sailing. Make your 

payment online via our secure website, and receive confirmation 

as well as your approximate tour departure times. You can also 

download the shore excursions, view tour prices, find answers 

to frequently asked questions and read general information. 

Remember, online shore excursion reservations are processed 

prior to any requests made on board the ship and receive  

priority handling.

general information
At the time of making your reservations online, we will advise 
you whether or not your reservations are confirmed or wheth-
er you have been waitlisted. Your credit card will be charged 
immediately for all confirmed reservations. Should space 
become available for a waitlisted shore excursion request, we 
will e-mail or otherwise contact you at that time and either 
immediately charge your credit card if you have already 
given us your credit card information or ask you to provide 
us with that information for immediate charge processing. 
Shore excursion reservations are subject to cancellation by 
us at any time prior to the credit card charge being accepted 
by your bank. If you or Holland America cancel a tour more 
than 5 days prior to cruise departure, we will issue a credit 
on the credit card that you used to pay for the reservation. 
For any cancellation within 5 days of departure, a credit will 
not be given on your credit card. Instead, we will apply an 
ONBOARD CREDIT ONLY policy under which the refund 
(less any cancellation fee) will show up as a credit to the  
shipboard account of the person who was to take the shore 
excursion. If the credit is not fully utilized during the cruise, 
the balance will be paid to that guest by the ship’s Purser.
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on or off a tender boat, is at the sole discretion of the Captain, 

made based on his evaluation of guest and crew safety.  

We encourage you to bring a collapsible wheelchair as space  

limitations may restrict the ability of some tour operators to 

accommodate motorized mobility aid devices. 

do all the ports and tours in this brochure pertain to  

my cruise?

Not necessarily, as this brochure may cover more than one  

sailing. Please refer to your cruise itinerary to determine which 

ports you will visit, then turn to those port sections to see the 

tours. Not all tours in each port are available on all ships or  

all cruises. 

are there any other tours offered that are not published in 

this brochure?

Yes, we often add tours to our program after the brochure is  

published. For additional tours that may now be available  

in the ports you are visiting, please check our website at www.

hollandamerica.com.

i am traveling with friends and we would like to be on the 

same motor coach

The departure location for each shore excursion is printed on 

your shore excursion tickets. If you wish to travel with friends, 

please arrive at the designated meeting place together. This will 

enable the staff to allocate space for you on the same vehicle.

tour durations 

This brochure is designed to help you select the excursions 

most suited to your interests. The individual tour descriptions 

include approximate durations. To allow our Shore Excursions 

Managers flexibility to coordinate your time in port with meals 

and activities on the ship, exact departure times are published  

in the Shore Excursions Order Form on board. For more  

information, please attend the Shore Excursions Presentation  

or visit the Shore Excursions Office. 

tour descriptions

Tour descriptions may change after printing. Information  

that becomes available after this brochure is published will be 

posted in the Shore Excursions section of our website, which  

can be found online at www.hollandamerica.com. Significant 

changes will be noted on the Shore Excursions Order Form on 

board. Tour schedules are subject to change.
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what should i wear?

Comfortable walking shoes are recommended for all shore  

excursions. When you visit places of worship (cathedrals, 

churches, etc.), we recommend dressing conservatively (shorts 

and sleeveless sundresses should not be worn), but casual  

clothing is perfectly acceptable. Dress in layers and have a jacket 

along. Bring an umbrella or raincoat, a hat and sunscreen.

what about meals?

Most tour departures complement the ship’s meal service hours. 

In-room dining is available on board.

how will i know what time each tour departs?

The on-board Shore Excursions Order Form in your stateroom 

will show departure times. This information will also be printed 

on your shore excursion tickets, which you will receive on board. 

Approximate tour departure times are posted on our website at 

www.hollandamerica.com.

i have a disability. how do i know which tours will best suit 

me? will i have a problem (dis)embarking the ship?

Guests with disabilities should inquire in advance whether a 

shore excursion will be able to accommodate their needs.  

We have graded the Shore Excursions according to the relative 

level of activity they entail. The walking icons that appear at the  

beginning of each tour description provide a general idea of  

the level of activity to expect. Please refer to the “How to Choose 

Your Tours” section in this brochure for specific information 

on the walking icons. It is important to keep in mind that shore 

excursion operators are subject to the laws of their own country 

including with respect to accommodating the needs of guests 

with disabilities. In most foreign countries, the laws are not as  

stringent as those in the United States. Please speak with the 

Shore Excursions Office as to whether you can expect to encoun-

ter difficulties (dis)embarking the ship in a particular port of call. 

In this regard, the decision whether or not to carry or provide 

other mobility assistance to a guest and their mobility assistance 

device (wheelchair, walker, etc.) up or down a ship’s gangway, or 

frequently asked questions
➤	 frequently  

asked  
questions
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What fascinates you? A cooking class with a local   chef? A private car, complete with driver and guide, so 
you can explore near or far? A chance to encounter wildlife or  view natural wonders up close? The Collections of Holland 
America Line represent a small subset of the shore excursions  you will find in this brochure. Each collection offers its own 
particular focus and is available only in select ports.

➤ the 
collections 
of Holland 
America Line

Signature Collection
This exclusive touring option for independent- 

minded travelers lets you completely customize 

and maximize your time ashore by reserving 

private transportation (along with an English-

speaking driver and guide) in advance. Whether you travel by car 

or minivan, customized boat, classic floatplane or stretch SUV 

limousine, you choose the companions, sights and pace that 

perfectly suit you.

to whom is the signature collection suited?

The Signature Collection is for solo travelers, couples, families, 

friends and special interest groups traveling together. This may 

also be an excellent choice for non-ambulatory guests. Value and 

flexibility are just two of the advantages of first-class touring and 

luxury transportation. Privacy, comfort, safety, and personalized 

guide service are also yours to enjoy.

about the transportation

Each type of transportation will be of the highest grade available 

in that port. Not all modes of transportation are available in all 

locations. For information about the transportation sizes and 

availability, please see our website at www.hollandamerica.com. 

also included

The cost includes the service of a driver and English-speaking guide, 

unlimited mileage, road tolls, parking fees and bottled water.

not included (unless otherwise noted)

Guests’ entrance fees for attractions are not included in the 

price due to the wide range of attraction possibilities, uncertain 

number of attractions to be visited, and varying number of guests 

Medallion Collection
A series of exclusive experiences designed to 

accommodate our most discerning guests, our 

Medallion Collection tours are each carefully 

chosen to provide an in-depth perspective. They 

offer unparalleled access to events and sights not normally readily 

available. First-class style, smaller groups, multi-day Overland 

Adventures—elite activities for a privileged few.

Encore Collection  
Been there, done that? Think again. Our Encore 

Collection, designed especially for repeat 

guests, lets you discover what lies beyond the 

well-known attractions you’ve already seen. 

Barbecue with Argentine gauchos, bike the tree-lined boulevards of 

Barcelona, ride an Icelandic pony across a windswept beach near 

Reykjavik. These tours showcase hidden gems, unusual angles and 

inside stories that will bring you back time and again.

World Wonders 
Collection
Natural treasures, architectural marvels, 

technical wonders: to the Seven Wonders of 

the World we add our own nominations based 

on decades of leadership in global travel—the sandstone city of 

Petra, the moai statues of Easter Island, and the Great Wall of 

China, among others. What they have in common is the ability to 

inspire awe.
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Choose your shore excursions by using these icons as a 

general guide to the level of activity involved, and select the 

shore excursions best suited to your physical capabilities. 

	

easy activity: Very light activity including short 

	 distances to walk; may include some steps. 

	 moderate activity: Requires intermittent effort 	
	 throughout, including walking medium distances 	 

	 over uneven surfaces and/or steps. 	

	 strenuous activity: Requires active participation,  

	 walking long distances over uneven and steep terrain or 

	 on steps. In certain instances, paddling or other non- 

	 walking activity is required and guests must be able to  

	 participate without discomfort or difficulty breathing.

	 adventure tours: Requires a high level of  fitness;  

	 suitable for those accustomed to strenuous activity. 

	 panoramic: Specially designed for guests who enjoy a  

	 slower pace, these excursions offer sightseeing mainly  

	 from the transportation vehicle, with few or no stops,  

	 and no mandatory disembarkation during the tour. As  

	 vehicles outside the USA are rarely lift-equipped and  

	 ramps are seldom available, a very small amount of  

	 walking will be necessary. The pace will be gentle and  

	 taking your time is encouraged. 	

	 limited capacity: The number of people able to  

	 participate in this tour is strictly limited. Reasons for  

	 limiting capacity may include the number of trans- 

	 portation seats available, or to maintain a safe ratio of  

	 guides for hikes, fishing and water activities. Tours  

	 require a minimum number of participants to operate.

	 meal: This tour includes a meal—lunch on daytime 

	 tours, or dinner on evening tours.

	 snack: This tour includes a small snack or tasting  

	 of local specialties. The snack is not a meal. 
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the collections of Holland America Line ➤	 how to  
choose  
your toursparticipating. We strongly recommend that you bring some local 

currency to cover such costs as credit cards are not readily accepted 

in some ports. Lunch will not be included on any tour as many 

guests prefer to select their own dining venue. 

itinerary planning

If you need help planning your personal itinerary, the Port 

Lecturer and/or Shore Excursions Manager can assist you and will 

gladly answer your questions. This can be very helpful in many 

destinations where travel time, location, holidays, and opening 

hours of attractions need to be taken into consideration in order to 

maximize the efficiency of your time ashore. 

pricing

The cost of each type of transportation will be published online at 

www.hollandamerica.com.

online reservations

The fastest and easiest way for you to reserve and pay for your 

Signature Collection experience is on the Holland America Line 

website. Visit us online at www.hollandamerica.com. Please note 

the cost will be per mode of transportation (not per person), so 

only one person in the party needs to make the reservation. The 

price shown on the website is the total cost for the transportation, 

driver and guide (not a per-person price). In many ports, 

availability is extremely limited. We encourage you to reserve as 

early as possible. 

payment & tour vouchers

Your credit card will be charged after your reservation is  

confirmed. Next, start planning what you’ll do with your Signature 

Collection experience in each port. On board the ship, you will be 

given a tour voucher and a form to advise the Shore Excursions 

Office of the itinerary you have chosen. 

booking on board

The Signature Collection may be available for booking once you 

are on the ship, but this cannot be guaranteed. Please check with 

the Shore Excursions Office on board.

disembarking the ship

In some disembarkation ports, a private vehicle, driver and guide can 

be used for sightseeing en route to the airport. When booking, please 

advise the total amount of luggage for your party. Vehicle size and 

luggage space may limit the number of guests in the vehicle.



When you book your shore excursions with Holland America 

Line, you can count on our Signature of Excellence® to 

consistently offer a superior experience ashore: 

quality

Clean and comfortable transportation equipment; we 

engage professional independent tour operators dedicated 

to customer satisfaction.

safety

Tour operators have contractually agreed to comply with local 

government requirements and to carry liability insurance in 

amounts consistent with local standards to address personal 

injury and property damage claims.

convenience

English-speaking guides; tour departure times set to coincide 

with the ship’s schedule as well as with that of other tours so 

that guests desiring to do so can take multiple tours.

peace of mind

If a tour that you have purchased through Holland America 

Line returns late to the ship, we will almost never leave with-

out you. In the very rare event that the ship must leave, we will 

arrange at our expense to get you to the next port of call (with 

independently booked tours, you are responsible for rejoining 

the ship at the next port of call).

variety

Around the globe, our programs include A Taste of..., 

Off the Beaten Track, panoramic, flightseeing and motor 

coach tours, with such adventures as camel rides, kayaking, 

diving, rock-climbing, glacier hiking and private vehicle/vessel 

touring.

value

Our award-winning shore excursions offer superior quality 

and competitive pricing; our guests consistently rate their 

shore excursion experience as excellent.

➤ the benefi ts 
of booking 
with us
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Prices can be found on our website at www.hollandamerica.com 

and are quoted in U.S. funds. Prices are subject to change 

without notice. Prices for children 12 years of age and under 

are available on some, but not all, tours. If no child’s price is 

published online, the tour may be available to children at the adult 

rate; however, all children under 18 must be accompanied by a 

responsible adult aged 21 or older, regardless of rate. A 

general guideline to pricing is found under each tour listing with 

symbols as follows:

$ – up to $50USD

$$ – $51USD to $100USD

$$$ – $101USD to $150USD

$$$$ – more than $150USD

Make the most of your time in each port by combining different 

half-day tours to complete a full day of sightseeing. You might 

want to consider a morning cooking class with an afternoon 

walking tour; a morning stroll through a mosaic-lined church 

and an afternoon of sampling local wine at a vineyard; or even a 

bike ride and an evening cultural performance—all in one day! 

Whatever your interests, and whichever pace suits you best, there’s 

a huge variety of tours to mix and match in this brochure. To 

make combining easy, for tour departure times and 

durations, visit our website at www.hollandamerica.com.

➤ about 
tour pricing

➤ expand the 
experience: 
take more 
than one tour 
in each port
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acapulco, mexico

Shotover Jet Boat

Approximately 2½ hours • $$ 
(20 minutes on jet boat)

Take a 30-minute scenic drive across Acapulco to Puerto Marques. 

You will journey to the heart of the jungle for a thrilling jet boat 

ride on a tropical lagoon. After a short safety orientation, board 

your jet boat for a breathtaking ride from the sandy beach to the 

heart of the steamy mangrove jungle of Puerto Marques tropical 

lagoon, where the Tarzan movies were filmed. Exotic bird life and 

shy crocodiles reside in the lagoon. Your jet boat driver is highly 

trained and skillfully takes the boat past trees and under the jungle 

canopy, performing complete 360° spins that are guaranteed 

to thrill. Shotover Jet is an eco-sensitive company, using boats 

powered by liquid petroleum gas (LPG), affording the best in 

environmental lagoon protection.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel. NOT 

recommended for pregnant women or guests who suffer from 

back or neck problems or cardiac illness. Cameras/videos are not 

recommended for this tour as you will get wet. Minimum age is  

6 years. 

 
sightseeing tours

Acapulco Full-Day Tour

Approximately 7 hours • $$$

Visit the most interesting parts of this beautiful resort city. From 

a scenic vantage point, admire the view as you learn about the 

history of this area. Continue on to the Fairmont Pierre Marques 

Hotel for a tasty lunch, followed by time at the hotel’s pool, beach 

and lounge facilities. Bring your swimsuit and sunbathe, swim or 

stroll along the beach. Towels, changing rooms and showers are 

provided. A short stop will be made for those wishing to shop, 

then you’ll continue past other luxury hotels, the Convention 

Center, residential areas, and the old and new parts of the city.  

At La Quebrada, enjoy a refreshment while you admire the skill of 

the world-famous cliff divers before returning to the dock. 
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➤	 acapulco,  
mexico

adventure tours

Deep Sea Fishing

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

Enjoy this great adventure at sea and try to catch the “big one” on 

board a fully-equipped 38-foot fishing boat. Board your boat at 

the Acapulco pier and head to the fishing grounds just 30 minutes 

away. Soft drinks and beers can be purchased on board, and a box 

lunch will be provided. A fishing license must be purchased for 

$11, and this is payable directly to the captain of the fishing boat.

Please note: Fishing is trolling on a catch-and-release basis, but the 

crew may elect to keep certain fish. The captain is not a guide and 

may not speak English. Guests who wish to observe without fishing 

may participate at a reduced rate, space permitting. Observers can 

only be booked on board. Minimum age is 6 years.

Dolphin Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$$$

Get acquainted and learn to play with the gentle, friendly 

dolphins—enigmatic aquatic creatures. You will also have an 

opportunity to swim with the dolphins as they push you through 

the pool. You will have 50-60 minutes with the dolphins under 

the supervision of the trainers, and then have time to enjoy the 

facilities of the Water Park. A souvenir photo and video of your 

time with the dolphins is a perfect memento to take home.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit and a towel. Do not wear 

sunscreen as it harms the dolphins’ skin. All participants are 

required to wear a life jacket while in the pool with the dolphins. 

Minimum age is 4 years. This tour is not suitable for pregnant 

women. No shorts and t-shirts allowed in the pool. 
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acapulco, mexico
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acapulco, mexico

Historical, Traditional & Picturesque Acapulco

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Board an air-conditioned van to explore several facets of Acapulco. 

You will stop at the Hotel Flamingos near the Caleta area. This 

was the residential area refuge for the Hollywood gang—Johnny 

Weissmuller, Cary Grant, Gregory Peck, Errol Flynn, and John 

Wayne. Visit the Acapulco Historical Museum located inside the 

Fort of San Diego, overlooking the bay of Acapulco. The museum 

contains interesting artifacts from Acapulco’s history. Driving 

through the most exclusive residential area of Las Brisas you will 

stop at the Chapel of Peace to enjoy the breathtaking panoramic 

view of the bay, then continue along the main boulevard, past 

major hotels, restaurants, boutiques and nightclubs. During a stop 

at Quebrada, you will admire the skill and precision of Acapulco’s 

world-famous cliff divers. There will be a short stop for shopping.

Please note: This tour does not operate on Mondays.

Night Cliff Divers & Multimedia Show

Approximately 2 hours • $$

Enjoy the history of Acapulco from a new perspective at the San 

Diego Fort with a sound and light show that will take you back 

to the early days of Acapulco, as major commercial port and 

the importance of this construction during the evolution of the 

city. An interesting use of technology is the water screens on the 

Fort’s wall. After the show, visit La Quebrada cove to witness a 

spectacular nighttime performance by the world-famous cliff 

divers of Acapulco. Using skill and experience, the divers must 

time their dive for when the waves and waters in the cove are at 

their highest. The highlight of the show will be a leap from the 

uppermost level of the jagged cliff. With only the light from the 

burning fire below illuminating his way, the master diver will 

plunge headlong over 130 feet into the ocean waters below—a 

sight not be missed! 

Acapulco City Tour with Cliff Divers

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $

Marvel at the natural beauty with which Mexico is blessed, as well 

as man-made additions to the panorama. On the outskirts of the 

city, you will drive past the Acapulco Princess Hotel, constructed 

to resemble a pyramid, and the Mayan Palace Hotel nearby, 

resembling a Mayan temple. Drive past the Black Lagoon, where 

the Tarzan movie was filmed, featuring Johnny Weissmuller. 

Travel past other luxury hotels, the International Convention 

Center, residential areas of the permanent residents, shopping 

centers and see the sharp contrasts of the old and new parts of the 

city. During a stop at La Quebrada, you will enjoy a refreshment 

while you admire the skill and precision of Acapulco’s world-

famous cliff divers.

Please note: Tour also operates with an afternoon departure which 

does not include a shopping stop and lasts approximately 3 - 3½ 

hours. Tour is also available to guests whose cruise ends in Acapulco 

with flights after 1:30pm.

Luxury Hotel & Beach Getaway 

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Set out on a scenic bus ride through Acapulco’s main avenue 

and along the highway leading out of town, with a photo stop at 

the Acapulco Bay viewpoint. Then, continue along the highway, 

passing by Puerto Marques Bay and the Black Lagoon, where the 

first Tarzan movie was filmed, to the Fairmont Pierre Marques 

Hotel. The Fairmont Pierre Marques Hotel was the recipient of 

the prestigious AAA Four Diamond Award in 2005, presented 

annually by the California State Automobile Association. 

Additionally, the prestigious Travel & Leisure publication ranked 

this hotel one of the 100 best hotels in Latin America and the 

Caribbean, and the best in Acapulco. With the soaring mountains 

of the Sierra Madre on one side and the deep blue Pacific on 

the other, the splendid tropical paradise of the Fairmont Pierre 

Marques invites you to spend a beautiful day! A buffet lunch 

is provided as you lounge on the beach or by the pool. Relax, 

sunbathe, swim, or stroll along the seemingly endless stretch of 

beach.
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acapulco, mexico

the adult stage. Get ready and release your turtle into the ocean; 

liberate the rest of the nest and watch as they start their new life in 

the wild. You will be helping the conservation of the sea turtles—a 

truly unique experience. Take time to appreciate their subtle 

natural behaviors and the beauty and grace of the magnificent sea 

turtle. Mexican snacks and one beer per person are included. 

Cook Like a Chef 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Learn how to cook like a famous Mexican chef, and learn the 

secrets that make Mexican dishes so delicious. Your driver will 

show you the landmarks of Main Avenue, passing by restaurants, 

bars, banks, and commercial districts en route to Puerto Marques 

Bay where Zibu, one of the best restaurants in Acapulco, is located. 

Renowned Mexican chef Eduardo Wichtendahl Palazuelos will 

meet and greet you. Eduardo will introduce you to the history 

of Mexican cuisine and he will conduct you to his kitchen to 

teach you some of his best culinary secrets. You will learn how to 

prepare some Mexican specialties such as stuffed poblano chili, 

crab au gratin, fish Veracruz-style, Mexican sopes, fried chicken 

tacos, guacamole and ceviche among other dishes. After you finish 

preparing this delicious meal, you will enjoy tasting all the dishes, 

with two drinks per person. Then, continue through the Las Brisas 

residential area to Chapel of the Peace. Don’t miss the impressive 

Trouyet Cross, and you will have time to capture incredible 

pictures of Acapulco Bay.

Xochicalco 
Archaeological Site 

Approximately 9½ hours • $$$$

Xochicalco was founded circa AD 650 by the Olmeca-Xicallanca, 

a group of Mayan traders from Campeche, affording them an 

excellent position along some of the major trade routes. It was 

an important fortified commercial and religious center in the era 

following the decline of the great Meso-American states. Just 3½ 

hours away from Acapulco, Xochicalco is one of the most exciting 

and richest archaeological findings of the Mexican Republic. At 

“the home place of the flowers” (the meaning of Xochicalco), 

you can visit the new museum—one of the few museums in the 

world that uses only solar energy to operate. At the ceremonial 

plaza where the Feathered Snake Pyramid is located, archaeologists 

have found that this city was the crossroads for many different 

civilizations, including Aztec and Maya, for a long period of time. 

Archaeologists believe it was dedicated to Venus, the morning 

star. The observatory is an amazing place where the ancients could 

determine the beginning of the seasons and made remarkable 

observations of the moon. After your visit, you will stop to admire 

the modern architecture of the Sun Highway, featuring one of the 

tallest bridges in Latin America. A box lunch, one soft drink and a 

bottle of water are included.

City Highlights & Baby Turtle Release 

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $$

Board your motor coach and travel along Avenue Costera 

Miguel Aleman, passing by hotels, restaurants, banks, bars and 

shopping districts en route to Scenic Highway. After a short stop 

for panoramic views, continue through the Las Brisas residential 

area to the Diamond Zone, passing by Puerto Marques Bay and 

the Black Lagoon where the first Tarzan movie was filmed. Next, 

you will be taken along the Costera Palmas and past the Acapulco 

Princess Hotel which resembles an Aztec pyramid and the Mayan 

Palace hotel, the most beautiful properties in Acapulco. At the 

peaceful Casa del Mar, baby turtles are waiting to be released into 

the sea by you. Marine turtles are an endangered species, and 

scientists estimate that for every 1,000 born, only one will reach 
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avalon, santa catalina island, california➤	 avalon,  
santa  
catalina  
island,  
california
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adventure tours

Catalina Kayak Expedition

Approximately 2½ - 3 hours • $$

Explore the coastline of Catalina Island in a modern, stable, two-

person kayak and imagine doing a few thousand years ago when 

this coastline was paddled by the native islanders. Your naturalist 

guide will escort you to the Descanso Beach Club where a short 

orientation will be given before you are assigned to your kayak. 

Once you hit the water, you will be overwhelmed by the contrast 

between the island’s ancient and modern history as well as the 

geology and ecology of the area as you glide over kelp forests 

alive with colorful fish and marine life. Your guide will explain 

everything you see from majestic bald eagles to harmless leopard 

sharks. Gently paddle to Frog Rock where you will land and stretch 

your legs or enjoy a refreshing swim. Bottled water and a snack are 

offered before the return paddle.

Please note: No experience necessary, instruction will be given. Sit-

on-top kayaks are easy to paddle and maneuver. Apply sunscreen 

before boarding the tram/taxi. A souvenir certificate is awarded. 

aquatic tours

Avalon One-Tank Scuba Adventure

Approximately 2 hours • $$

Here’s an opportunity for certified divers to experience the 

diversity of the Avalon Dive Park. After stepping ashore, it’s a short 

walk to the dive site where your adventure begins. While preparing 

your equipment, certified instructors provide an orientation on 

what you will be seeing during this one-tank shore dive. Your 

Divemaster will escort you into the water and guide you through 

the first underwater park established in California. In addition to 

wrecks and a variety of marine life, the park offers a look at one of 

the fastest growing plants in the world—the temperate kelp forest.

Please note: Minimum age to participate is 12 years old. All 

participants must be between 48 to 83 inches tall and 90 to 280 

pounds. This tour is limited to certified divers who have been on a 

dive within the last two years and a proof of certification is required 

to participate. 

➤	 boca da valeria, brazil
 

You will find no shore excursions available in Boca da Valeria, a 

sleepy village in the Amazon basin. Take some time to interact 

with the locals—between the stall-keepers, hunters, fishermen, 

children and shamans, you never know what you might see!
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adventure tours

Barbados Yacht Racing Challenge

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$$

Board one of two 80-foot, mono-hull yachts—successful 

competitors in the 1989 Whitbread Around-the-World Race to be 

part of a sailboat crew on a famous maxi ocean racer. Go head-to-

head a full match race to the finish—anything can happen as it’s 

a new race every time—a race to win! This is an exhilarating and 

exciting excursion for both experienced yachtsmen or first timers. 

Your excursion begins with an on-board training session with the 

most experienced race crew in Barbados. Be as involved as you 

like, or just join in for a great ride. Non-alcoholic beverages and 

bottled water will be available during the race. Upon completion of 

the one-hour race, a victory party will be hosted on the dock, with 

rum-based drinks, soft drinks and snacks. Other drinks and food 

are available for purchase. 

 
sightseeing tours

Barbados Concorde Experience & Island Drive

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Don’t miss this brand new world-class Barbados Concorde 

Experience. Few places in the world are home to a real Concorde 

aircraft, but here in Barbados is where you will find the G-BOAE 

aircraft. A leisurely drive along the lively South Coast of Barbados 

will take you to the state-of-the-art facility that houses the 

illustrious plane. Learn about the history of flight in general and 

supersonic flight in particular. Engineered for Speed, an audio-

visual show, will leave you breathless and feeling that you have 

just witnessed a spectacular takeoff. A visit into the interior of 

this amazing aircraft will give you a chance to experience how 

passengers felt traveling on it. Then, it’s back to reality and 

Barbados as you set out to explore the island. Leaving Alpha-Echo, 

you will head to St. John’s Church, which offers incredible views 

of the picturesque east coast. The church building and the grounds 

are well worth a closer look. On the return drive through the 

countryside, you’ll pass through many quaint villages inhabited by 

friendly locals, and a refreshing drink is served at a local rum shop.

Green Monkey Eco Tour

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Travel inland, through sugar cane fields and peaceful villages to 

the east coast, with its rugged beauty, then ascend to the Barbados 

Wildlife Reserve. View the Barbados Green Monkey at close range. 

There are also deer, wallabies, otters, tortoises and a large walk-

in aviary where exotic birds are housed. On leaving the reserve 

the tour returns to the port via the west coast, Speightstown and 

Holetown, which is the site of the first British Landing in 1627. 

Island Countryside Tour

Approximately 3½ hours • $

A lovely ride through the Barbadian countryside begins in 

Bridgetown’s picturesque streets with a stop at the historic Gun 

Hill viewpoint. Tyrol Cot Heritage Village offers a living museum 

in an elegant Great House with a lively chattel house village 

and market. The mansion, built in 1854, is a superbly designed 

house of coral stone. It has been beautifully restored by the 

Barbados National Trust and is full of the fine antique furniture, 

photographs and objets d’art. The last stop is at St. John’s Parish 

Church.

Barbados Coast to Coast

Approximately 3½ hours • $

Drive through lush tropical vegetation and past Chattel houses—

the typical homes of farmers and fishermen. At 1,000 feet above 
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Barbados’ Finest Blends

Approximately 3 hours • $

Find out how Barbados’ number one Mount Gay Rum brand is 

produced, then sample a the various Mount Gay Rums on this 

one-of-a-kind tour. You will view a state-of-the-art multimedia 

presentation and then be escorted around the Distillery by a 

knowledgeable tour guide. Mount Gay Rum Distillery, the 

longest-standing rum producer in the world celebrated its 300th 

anniversary in 2003. You’ll learn how rum is aged, blended and 

bottled, and visit an authentic Barbadian chattel house to sample 

Mount Gay rums purchase bottles of the famous liquor, as well 

as a wide range of great souvenirs. The tour continues through 

the heart of the capital, Bridgetown, to the home of the award-

winning Banks Beer—Barbados’ famous beer brewery. Tour this 

fine, small brewery and find out the secret that has made Banks 

Beer the national Beer of Barbados. You will have an opportunity 

to taste Banks and the other great products made at the brewery. 

Natural Wonders of Barbados

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Experience the full beauty of natural Barbados. Your first stop will 

be Park’s Farm, a working farm featuring the famous Barbados 

Black Belly Sheep. Stop at Andromeda Botanical Gardens for 30 

minutes to explore six acres of orchids, palms, ferns, heliconia, 

hibiscus, bougainvillea, begonias and cacti. View the last working 

windmill in the Western Hemisphere at Morgan Lewis, then head 

to Whim Gully, featuring many varieties of flora. You will stop to 

examine the fig tree from which the name Barbados derives. 

Historic Garrison & Nature Sanctuary

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Experience rarely seen nature and wildlife in Barbados as it was 

300 years ago. The Graeme Hall Nature Sanctuary contains the 

last significant mangrove forest as well as the largest inland lake 

in Barbados, accessed by a network of boardwalks, large aviaries, 

educational exhibits, migratory bird ponds, a nature store and 

sea level, enjoy a cool and refreshing drink as you view the East 

Coast and Mount Hillaby. Continue through fields of sugar cane 

and sleepy country villages, descending to the Atlantic coastline 

with many spectacular views. St. John’s Church (1836) stands on a 

cliff face above the sea and commands spectacular views of the east 

and southeast coastal regions. Your bus takes you cross-country, 

past Gun Hill Signal Station and through the parish of St. George. 

Watch for the Emancipation Statue depicting a freed slave on your 

way back to the ship. 

Best of Barbados

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

A scenic drive will take you through historic Bridgetown and 

out into the countryside to your first stop at the lovely Orchid 

World—a “garden” with a difference, where the path winds 

through coral, rock gardens, cool shady gullies and ponds. The 

orchids themselves are grown in shaded houses and outside on 

freestanding palisades. Leaving Orchid World, you will continue 

on to the picturesque and historical St. John’s Parish church. 

Perched on a cliff overlooking the Atlantic coast. It was originally 

built in 1660 and rebuilt in 1836 after it was destroyed in a 

the hurricane of 1831. A refreshing drink is served at Sunbury 

Plantation House with a Georgian lounge, chandeliers, antique 

Barbadian furnishings, and a classic dining room with a 300-year-

old mahogany table. Below the stairs, in the old cellars of the 

Great House, a unique private collection of elegant horse-drawn 

carriages and other memorabilia illustrate 18th- and 19th-century 

life on a Barbados sugar plantation.

Island Safari Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Leave the port on a scenic drive in an open-air, 4-wheel-drive 

vehicle. Travel through the countryside to the Atlantic side of the 

island for astounding views of the eastern coastline. See some of 

the hidden secrets of Barbados and learn about the history, folklore 

and culture of the island. Refreshments will be served en route. 

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years.
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Caribbean Sea. Smiling faces offer cool refreshing drinks as you 

glide past the beautiful palm-fringed beaches of Barbados. This 

five-hour lunch cruise anchors in a quiet bay where you can swim, 

snorkel on a reef, swim with turtles, walk on the beach or just 

relax on board. On board, a buffet luncheon is served with wine. 

Sail to another site to snorkel above a wreck—home to schools of 

small fish, coral and octopus. 

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat and sunscreen.

Atlantis Odyssey Submarine

Approximately 2½ hours • $$$ 
(50-minute dive) 

Atlantis, a 48-passenger submarine, offers everyone a chance to 

experience the stunning underwater world of Barbados. Transfer 

from the shuttle boat to the Atlantis submarine to sit in spacious, 

air-conditioned comfort. First, you dive to 55 feet to view coral 

reefs and colorful fish through large clear viewports. Then, descend 

to 150 feet to view a sunken shipwreck. The submarine is kept at 

normal sea level pressure throughout the tour. 

Please note: Minimum age is 4 years; minimum height 36 inches. 

Barbados Turtle Encounter 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy a powerboat ride along the beautiful west coast of Barbados, 

gliding past beautiful palm-fringed beaches, through crystal-clear 

water to your destination at Turtle Bay. Experienced guides will 

equip you with your snorkel gear, instruction and some interesting 

information about the lives and habits of turtles. Then it’s time 

to swim with these tame and friendly creatures. A waterproof 

camera is a must to capture this exceptional experience! After 

your turtle encounter, you’ll stop at a nice beach to relax. Stroll, 

swim and enjoy a rum punch or cool drink on the beach. Banana 

or doughnut rides, snorkel equipment, beach toys and kayaks are 

available at the beach.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit and sun-protective clothing. Bring 

sunscreen, a beach towel, hat and waterproof camera. Wildlife 

viewing is not guaranteed.

visitor center. Next you will visit the Barbados Museum, located 

in the historic Garrison area and housed in the former British 

Military Prison (1817-1853). A natural history display depicts the 

coral structure of Barbados, artifacts of the Amerindians, china, 

glass, silver, and African, European and Creole decorative arts. 

18th-century plantation house furnishings and rare historical maps 

of the island are also on display. 

 aquatic tours

Carlisle Bay Shipwreck Snorkel

Approximately 2½ hours • $

Your tour begins with a short bus ride to the transport and 

support vessel for your snorkel experience. It is from here that 

you are taken southward to historic Carlisle Bay on the outskirts 

of Bridgetown and onto the snorkel site. You will snorkel near the 

Berwyn, a French vessel that sank in the early 1900s. You will also 

snorkel near the famed portion of the torpedoed vessel, Cornwallis. 

On board the support vessel you will participate in a safety briefing 

before putting on your snorkel gear. Easy steps are utilized to 

climb in and out of the water. You will have the opportunity 

to feed fish, explore a wreck, or view the activity from on deck. 

After enjoying some time in the underwater world, relax with a 

refreshing beverage as you make your way back by boat. From the 

dock, return to the ship by shuttle.

Please note: This is a tour for all ages. All snorkel gear is provided. 

Travel lightly with no extra baggage or valuables. Wear your 

swimsuit under your clothes; bring sunscreen and sunglasses.  

 

boat tours

Five-Star Catamaran & Turtle Encounter

Approximately 5½ hours • $$$

Relax on the deck of a fabulous catamaran on the crystal-clear 
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adventure tours

4x4 Rhino ATV Adventure 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Come explore Baja’s desert and ocean beauty aboard a fun 

Yamaha Rhino. A 40-minute drive from the pier will take you to 

a seaside ranch along the mighty Pacific Ocean. At the ranch you 

will receive orientation on the proper operating techniques of the 

Rhinos. Yamaha Rhinos are the new wave of off-road exploration 

and excitement, with the revolutionary side-by-side seating, it’s like 

riding in a regular car. Standard gas and brake pedal configuration 

with steering wheel will make operation of the Rhino easy for 

you. Now hop on and follow your guide for a glimpse into the 

Baja’s rugged terrain. Your 4x4 Rhino will take you effortlessly 

over hilltops and through river washes that would leave your car 

back home crying for mercy. Along your ride, you will see cactus 

over 20 feet tall towering over the trail. You’ll stop along the way 

to learn about the desert flora and fauna and to view the Pacific 

Ocean. From January through March, keep an eye out towards 

the ocean as the migrating whales often come so close to shore 

that you can hear their spray. Upon returning to the ranch you 

will have a few minutes to explore the traditional desert houses, 

farm animals and a boutique filled with local arts and crafts before 

returning to the pier. You will have an optional drop off on the 

main beach or in town for some last-minute shopping.

Dune Buggy, Beach & Swim 

Approximately 3 - 3½ hours • $$

Come explore the beauties of Baja, the desert and the ocean. At 

the pier you will be assigned to a four-passenger Baja Dune Buggy 

which will take you into Baja’s desert to experience first hand how 

➤	 cabo san  
lucas,  
mexico the local residents still live in this rugged environment. Driving 

along the quaint, local backroads, you will definitely be off the 

beaten path. Keep your eyes open as the wildlife along the trails 

will make for some great photos. Along the way you will see a 

few local working ranches complete with herds of cows, chickens 

and goats roaming free. Your drive will continue along one of 

the area’s largest river washes, taking you to either Chileno Bay 

or Santa Maria Cove for some beach time and swimming. Once 

at the beach you will have ample time to explore the palm-lined 

beach or splash into the refreshing waters of the Sea of Cortez. 

Snacks and drinks will served at the beach. Your return drive 

will take you along the coastal road past some of the area’s most 

exclusive hotels and golf courses.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit and a towel. Guests must be at 

least 18 years of age and have a valid driver’s license to operate the 

vehicles. Singles and couples will be partnered up as each vehicle 

seats four guests. Minimum age is 5 years. Guests who are pregnant 

or that have neck or back problems cannot take this tour. This tour 

is not a racing tour—it is a beginner to intermediate experience 

tour. The dune buggies are manual transmission.

Baja Jeep Safari

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Explore Baja California’s rugged desert aboard a rugged Jeep 

Wrangler. Your destination is La Candelaria—a small oasis village 

in the middle of the desert. After being assigned to a vehicle, set 

out across the desert caravan-style, following your local guide. 

Along the drive you will be shown some of the local flora and 

fauna that is found all over the Baja. There are several working 

ranches along the way, where you will see herds of cows and 

goats roaming the roads. Keep your camera ready as there are 

many photo opportunities. Driving will be shared among the four 

guests in the Jeep. At La Candelaria, you will be served a delicious 

snack and a drink at the local boarding school, which is home to 

approximately 75 students during the school week. A portion of 

your tour cost will be used to purchase of supplies and materials 

for the school. Take a short walk to the working ranch of Don 

Jesus, where he and his family have lived for many decades. Don 

Jesus is a skilled artisan specializing in the fabrication of wooden 

furniture. You will also visit his neighbor, Lorena, an artist who 
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ride along the cactus-lined beach. A beach ride will take you atop 

a sand dune where, from January through March, you might be 

able to spot migrant whales. After your ride, enjoy a beverage at 

the ranch and a short time to explore the traditional desert houses, 

interact with the farm animals and check out the boutique filled 

with local arts and crafts before returning to the pier.

Please note: Maximum weight is 220lbs. This tour is suitable for 

riders of all experience levels, including first-timers. Horses do not go 

in the water on this tour. Wear a hat, sunscreen, enclosed footwear 

and long pants. Minimum age is 12 years. 

sightseeing tours

Discover Todos Santos

  
Approximately 5 hours • $$

Operates only on sailings that do not call at Pichilingue

Join a knowledgeable English-speaking guide and board an air-

conditioned bus for a trip back in time. The Cape region is indeed 

striking in appearance, from arid desert and white sand coves to 

swaying palm trees and deep blue sea. Your drive will take you 

north to admire the contrasting coast scenery of the expansive 

Pacific Ocean on one side, while on the other, a forest of Cardon 

cacti goes on as far as the eye can see. Your destination is Todos 

Santos, a small oasis village that sits peacefully next to the Pacific 

Ocean. Once in Todos Santos, which means “All Saints,” you will 

have time to walk around the old Jesuit mission, explore the small 

shops, glance through one of the many art galleries and visit the 

famous Hotel California that inspired the Eagles back in 1969. 

Returning to Cabo San Lucas, you may choose to remain in town 

for some last-minute shopping or return to the ship.

Please note: Casual, conservative attire is recommended. Some shops 

may be closed on Sundays. 

Coastal Highlights

Approximately 3½ hours • $ 

View the dramatic scenery of desert terrain, rugged coastline and 

specializes in ceramic pots and watercolor paintings. As her work is 

in high demand there are not always samples available for viewing. 

Back in the convoy, you will continue your exploration down one 

of Baja’s largest river washes until it reaches the Pacific Ocean. At 

the beach, you will be given some free time to comb the beach 

for shells or just relax and watch the waves crashing on the shore. 

Your return trip to the pier will be along Baja’s famed Highway 1.

Please note: Vehicles driven feature manual transmission. 

Automatic transmissions are not available. All vehicles are four-

wheel-drive. Minimum age to drive vehicle is 25 years. Guests 

wishing to drive must present a valid driver’s license and must also 

know how to drive a vehicle with manual transmission. There will 

be time for a short practice before leaving the pier area. Total drive 

distance is about 45-55 miles. Total drive time is about two hours, 

with 1½ hours being off-road. Route and destination contained in 

tour may vary depending on local weather conditions. Signature on 

liability rental waiver is required before participation. Time behind 

the wheel will vary depending on the number of participating 

drivers in each vehicle.

Half-Day Sportfishing Adventure

Approximately 5 hours • $$$$

Cabo San Lucas ranks as one of the best sportfishing destinations 

in the world and draws anglers from the four corners of the earth. 

The hundred-boat sportfishing fleet of Cabo San Lucas practices 

catch-and-release fishing only—but most of the boats return with 

some good fish tales! 

Please note: Up to six guests per boat. Additional charge of $11 for 

a fishing license, payable at the pier. A box lunch is provided. Your 

captain and mate are not guides and may not speak English.

Beach Horseback Ride

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Come and smell the fresh salt air as you ride your horse alongside 

the mighty Pacific Ocean. Board a vehicle for the approximately 

35-minute scenic drive to one of Cabo’s Pacific beaches. There, 

you will meet your guide at a quaint sea-side ranch. After a brief 

orientation, mount your horse and set off on a leisurely hour-long 
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Snorkel & Sail to Santa Maria Cove

Approximately 3¼ hours • $$

Join the La Princesa, a high-tech, 50-foot sailing catamaran, or 

a similar vessel, for a wonderful tour. You’ll head first for famed 

Lover’s Beach, past the sea lion colony, and to the towering rock 

formations of Land’s End. From Land’s End, you’ll cut across the 

bay and head east down the coast towards Santa Maria Cove. The 

coastline is pristine and sparsely populated, punctuated by rocky 

coves and prominent headlands. Anchoring in the protected, 

palm-studded tropical Santa Maria Cove, there will be a snorkeling 

class upon request for those wishing to participate, and all guests 

will be outfitted with snorkel gear and flotation vests. You will 

have one hour to snorkel the tranquil waters of this lovely cove 

where the reefs are teeming with colorful tropical fish. After your 

swim, you will be served your choice of a soda, beer or a Mexican 

cocktail. There is an open bar policy throughout the trip, but no 

alcoholic beverages are served before the snorkel portion of the 

tour. On the return trip, relax and enjoy the spectacular scenery.

Please note: Boat used will be determined by the tour operator based 

on the conditions of the day. Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel.

Discover Scuba for Non-Certified Divers

Approximately 4 hours • $$$$

This experience for non-certified divers will introduce you to the 

underwater world of Cabo San Lucas. After video instruction and 

a practice session in the pool, a short boat ride will take you to 

practice your new simple scuba skills in shallow water at a small 

beach in front of Pelican Rock, under the direct supervision of 

the instructor. Pelican Rock attracts a wide variety of tropical fish, 

including king and Cortez angelfish, Moorish idols, parrotfish, 

butterfly fish and yellowtail surgeons. A colorful collection of 

invertebrates, starfish, sea fans, urchins and small sponges fill the 

nooks and crannies of the rocks. 

Please note: Wetsuit and all equipment are provided. Wear your 

swimsuit and bring a towel. Waiver release form must be signed. 

Participants should be in good physical condition. Minimum age is 

12 years.

unusual rock formations characteristic of the Baja California 

peninsula, all from the perspective of land. Visit a local glass-

blowing factory to observe the craftsmen at work. Stop at Sunset 

Da Giorgio’s restaurant for a beverage and a sweeping panoramic 

view of the picturesque bay of Cabo San Lucas. You’ll also visit 

Cacti Mundo—an ecological cactus garden containing more than 

750 species of cactus, many of which are endangered and almost 

extinct in their natural habitat. Continue to San José del Cabo, a 

picturesque town, where time is allocated to visiting the mission 

church and its shady tree-lined plaza. Finally, skirt through the 

small downtown sector of Cabo San Lucas, where guests wishing 

to shop may leave the tour at this time. It’s an easy 10-minute walk 

back to the tender pier. Before re-boarding the ship, you will also 

have time at the dockside flea market for shopping.

Please note: Wear comfortable walking shoes. Venues may be 

substituted depending on availability.

 

aquatic tours

Kayak & Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 2½ hours • $

A water taxi will transport you from the main pier to the kayak 

launching area. Gear-up, as your friendly tour guide briefs you 

about the underwater life, wildlife, and ecology of the area. Paddle 

your two-person kayak across San Lucas Bay, an underwater park 

and marine sanctuary, to Lover’s Beach, only accessible by water. 

Snorkel gear, instruction and bottled water are provided. After 

paddling back to the starting point, you’ll return to the main 

tender pier by water taxi. 

Please note: The kayaking and snorkeling areas may be changed due 

to weather conditions. Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel.
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aboard, feel the wooden deck under your feet, and see the crew 

dressed in pirate garb as you relive the excitement and adventure 

of yesteryear on the placid seas of Cabo San Lucas. In an area 

rich in pirate lore and buried treasure, those who think Baja is 

only about missions and cave paintings cannot afford to miss 

this aspect of local history. This ship is very similar to the one 

Thomas Cavendish used to take the Spanish treasure galleon Santa 

Anna, in these very waters. Cannons poke their snub noses from 

gun ports, completing the feeling of stepping back in time. On 

your way out of the harbor, you will hear about Mexico’s pirate 

maritime history as your professional captain and naturalist take 

you past the world-famous arch of Land’s End and Lovers Beach, 

and out into the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez. Choose from 

the two seasonal itineraries (A or B) below based on the date you 

will be in Cabo San Lucas:

A. Pirate Ship Historical Sail & Snorkel

Approximately 3 hours • $$ 
Operates approximately April - December

You’ll anchor out in the marine park to enjoy the sun-drenched 

climate and swim in the beautiful water where marine life makes 

this an excellent place to snorkel. A swim ladder provides easy  

access into the water and snorkeling equipment is included. A 

non-alcoholic bar and bottled water are served. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel and camera. 

Minimum age is 8 years. Flotation vests are included. Approximate 

snorkel time is one hour.

B. Pirate Ship Historical Sail & Whale Watch

Approximately 2½ hours • $$ 
Operates approximately January - March

Set off in search of whales. Sailing without the noise of motors 

and with the aid of hydrophones, you can listen to the singing 

of humpback whales as you sail among them in their natural 

environment. An open bar and bottled water, juices and soda are 

complimentary, along with a bowl of fresh fruit. 

Please note: Bring your camera.

Certified One-Tank Scuba Dive

Approximately 2 hours • $$$

Cabo San Lucas is surrounded by one of the most extensive sub-

marine canyon systems in the world—host to over 750 species 

of marine life. This creates some of the best and most diversified 

scuba diving in the world. A competent staff will take you to the 

dive shop for an orientation and marine life briefing. Bottom 

time will depend on your air intake, at a site selected for the best 

conditions of the day. 

Please note: Wetsuit and all equipment are provided. Wear your 

swimsuit and bring a towel. Waiver release form must be signed. 

Bring your C-card. 

 boat tours

Land’s End Boat Tour & Scenic Drive

Approximately 2½ hours • $

Discover pristine beaches from a comfortable motorized 

catamaran. From the decks you will view towering rock formations 

and the famed Los Arcos—a dramatic natural rock monument 

that arches out of the sea. An enlightening narration by J.M. 

Cousteau comments on the underwater life, wildlife, ecology and 

major points of interest in the area, including the early history of 

Baja California. After the 45-minute boat ride, a vehicle takes you 

on a 15-minute non-guided, non-air-conditioned scenic drive 

to Sunset Da Giorgio’s restaurant, with an unforgettable view of 

Land’s End, its famed arches and your ship at anchor. Enjoy a 

beverage and take pictures of the view before taking a taxi shuttle 

to the pier.

Pirate Ship Historical Sail  
with Snorkel & Whale Watch Options
The tall ship Sunderland, built in 1885, is the oldest English tall 

ship left in the world that sails the Mexican Riviera. You will 

experience the power of the sails and learn about the maritime 

history that evolved around the town of Cabo San Lucas. Step 
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Archaeological Day in Lima

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Visit the ruins of Puruchuco, dating back to 1450-1100 BC, once 

an administrative center for the Inca world. Its name means 

feathered hat or feathered helmet. There is a restored pre-Inca 

labyrinth, and a site museum that features objects found in the 

area. Next you will visit the Huaca Huallamarca, located in the 

district of San Isidro. This imposing monument has remained 

impervious to the ravages of time and modern civilization, 

and stands surrounded by an asphalt jungle. The two-story 

construction is made of adobe with a steep ramp leading to the 

upper level. Archaeological excavations have unearthed mummies, 

on display with ancient objects inside the museum. Finally, visit 

the National Museum of Anthropology and Archaeology, with the 

largest collection of artifacts from pre-Hispanic cultures in Peru, 

exhibited in a stately colonial mansion that was once the country 

home of Viceroy Joaquin de la Pezuela and the leaders of the 

struggle for independence, José de San Martin and Simón Bolivar. 

The museum’s exhibitions include Chavin stone sculptures, textiles 

from Paracas, Nasca and Mochica ceramics and Chimu metal 

works. There are also paintings, documents and objects relating to 

the Conquest, the Viceroyalty and the Republic of Peru. 

Shoppers’ Delight

Approximately 4 hours • $

Local handicrafts and unique souvenirs are available in the Lima 

area, and this tour is specifically designed to give you both time 

and opportunity to make some interesting purchases. Arriving 

at the Indian market on Petit Thouards Avenue in Miraflores, an 

➤	 callao,  
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Deluxe Coastal Cruise & Whale Watch Option
Enjoy a coastal cruise of the Cabo San Lucas area, with the 

seasonal option of adding a whale watch excursion. Choose from 

the two seasonal itineraries (A or B) below based on the date you 

will be in Cabo San Lucas:

A. Deluxe Coastal Cruise Only

Approximately 2 hours • $$ 
Operates approximately April - December

Set out by comfortable motorized catamaran on a delightful 

coastal cruise to admire breathtaking landscapes, unspoiled 

beaches and secluded coves. View spectacular golf resorts and 

impressive developments along both the Sea of Cortez and the 

Pacific Ocean coastlines. You will visit the famed Los Arcos area, 

where a dramatic natural rock monument arches starkly out of the 

sea at the very tip of the longest, most desolate peninsula in the 

world. Cruise alongside the towering rock formations, visit the sea 

lion colony of Cabo San Lucas and the famous Lover’s Beach—

one of the few beaches in the world that shares two seas—before 

heading back into the marina. An open bar is included. 

B. Deluxe Coastal Cruise with Whale Watching 

Approximately 2 hours • $$ 
Operates approximately January - March

Between approximately January and March, these waters are 

visited by thousands of whales that make their yearly migration 

toward the warmer tides in the Sea of Cortez. Here, at least six 

different types of whales spout and breach as they swim around 

the Gulf. They include the California grey whales, the finbacks, 

the humpbacks and the mighty blue whales—the largest animal 

ever to inhabit the earth. Keep your camera handy! The Cousteau 

Society has done some of their very best film-making right here! 

Please note: This tour is only offered January through March, when 

the whales are most likely to be seen.
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where you will visit inside. Its outstanding features are the choir 

stalls, the Churrigueresque Chapel of the Immaculate, the main 

altar and a Christ made of carved ivory. On the right is the crypt 

with remains of conqueror Francisco Pizarro. Visit the church and 

convent of San Francisco, considered to be the most important 

religious monument of Lima, built in 1542 in Baroque style and 

consecrated in 1673. Your drive through Lima will pass by several 

Colonial squares, churches and mansions, then you will continue 

to the Modern Districts of San Isidro and Miraflores, for a glimpse 

of life in this huge city, as well as its beautiful parks, modern 

buildings and great ocean views.

Inca Civilization & Pachacamac

Approximately 8 hours • $$$$

An awesome journey into the past, today’s tour starts with an 

overview of pre-Columbian history at the National Museum 

of Anthropology & Archaeology, containing an unforgettable 

collection of mummies and tapestries, as well as other artifacts 

from pre-Inca cultures. Then, drive to the ruined city of 

Pachacamac, whose name means “the One who ordains the 

Universe.” The city was built around AD 700, to explore the 

temple remains once dedicated to the ancient gods of the Sun and 

the Moon. You’ll see evidence of a sophisticated irrigation and 

reservoir system and the ruins that provide clues about the original 

inhabitants. Proceed to a beautiful Andean-style ranch, where 

the doors are open for you to enjoy its facilities. After attending 

a traditional and colorful Peruvian exhibition of prancing horses 

known as the paso, enjoy a typical lunch at the hacienda. Tastefully 

built and decorated in Republican style, the hacienda is the private 

home of a distinguished Lima family. Over the years, the owners 

have become famous as expert breeders of the Caballo de Paso 

horses, a breed unique to Peru. 

Please note: Bring sunscreen, insect repellent and a hat.

Gold Museum & Ancient Treasures

Approximately 4½ hours • $$ 

For culture-lovers, this tour provides an up-close study of the 

beautiful artifacts and handicrafts of ancient cultures which 

excellent selection of carpets, sweaters, coats, t-shirts, hats, copper, 

bronze, silver, gold and precious stones awaits you. There are 

leather, wool, wood and stone goods available at each stop. You 

will have free time to enjoy on your own, and the chance to buy 

some fascinating handicrafts.

Callao Private Touring

  

Approximately 4 or 8 hours
Car – half day/full day: $$$$ per vehicle
Minivan – half day/full day: $$$$ per vehicle

Explore at your own pace with a private vehicle, driver and 

English-speaking guide at your service. Please see pages 6 - 8 for 

more details.

Please note: Entrance fees and meals are not included. Bring local 

currency as credit cards may not be widely accepted.

Wildlife-Lovers’ Paradise

Approximately 3 hours • $$$

You’ll transfer by basic, uncovered boat transportation to the 

Palomino Islands. En route and at the islands themselves you will 

observe rocky islands, dung birds, fishermen’s boats at work, and 

a Humboldt penguin colony. A huge group of sea lions will likely 

meet your boat. They live in complete safety because there are no 

predators, and they will play, swim, jump and dive around you. 

Heading back to the pier, your boat travels past shoals and rocks 

that are crowded with bird colonies. Arriving back at the dock, 

you will have enjoyed a marine nature experience. Transfer to the 

Callao pier to rejoin the ship.

Please note: Bring your own binoculars.

Lima Highlights 

Approximately 4 hours • $ 

Get acquainted with the historic landmarks of the first city in the 

Americas. Visit the Main Square, located in the heart of downtown 

to view the Government Palace, the Town Hall, the Bishop’s 

Palace with its beautiful balconies and the Cathedral of Lima, 
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town, almost separate from Lima. Barranco is one of Lima’s main 

nighttime hotspots, and boasts numerous colonial-style houses 

and beautiful squares. Stop at the old Bridge of Sighs—a favorite 

haunt for romantically-minded couples—for a chance to enjoy a 

fantastic view out over Lima’s beaches. Continue to the residence 

of Enrico Poli, home to a stunning collection of some of the 

most outstanding relics of ancient Peruvian cultures, including 

gold jewelry from the Tombs of the Lord of Sipán. This private 

museum also houses a display of colonial artifacts, silver, oil 

paintings and sculptures. Mr. Poli is one of the great characters 

among Peruvian collectors, and he has put together an interesting 

and unique display. Next, you will visit Miraflores to learn about 

the making of Pisco—the Peruvian national drink. This grape-

based spirit is derived from Quebranta grapes, a genetic mutation 

of the black grape brought by the Spaniards that has adjusted to 

the environmental conditions of the stony soil and dry weather in 

the province of Pisco, south of Lima. Sample the attributes of the 

Pisco as you taste the most important types of this Peruvian drink 

and learn how to prepare the famous Pisco Sour. Finally, enjoy a 

private lunch hosted by the owner. Casa Aliaga is America’s best-

preserved colonial mansion. This absolutely beautiful, elegant 

home has been continuously occupied by the same family since 

1535 and was remodeled in 1932. Its design was based on Peru’s 

Government Palace and it is located in central Lima.

Please note: Casa Aliaga is also visited on the Candlelight Dinner tour above.

Lima Lifestyle: 
Then & Now  

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Discover Lima’s legendary lifestyle from the time of the 

Conquistadores until today. You’ll visit Casa Solar de Aliaga, 

perhaps Lima’s oldest house, which is inhabited by descendants of 

its original owner. Jeronimo de Aliaga was one of the first Spanish 

Conquistadores to arrive in Peru. Then, proceed to a modern 

house—Casa Luna—located on Santo Toribio Avenue, in the 

exclusive neighborhood of San Isidro. A Swiss citizen, Wilhelm 

Helbling, built what has become one of the few town houses 

preserved in its original condition. It contains the private collection 

of the Luna Elias-Polo family, collectors of Niños Manuelitos—

Nativity scenes from Peru and all over the world. The family will 

were driven to extinction many centuries ago. Depart the dock 

by coach for a 45-minute drive through suburban Lima to the 

world-famous Gold Museum, privately owned by Mujica Gallo. 

View fabulous gold objects and precious stones, dating back to 

ancient Peruvian times. Also on display is a unique collection of 

ancient swords and guns. Browse through a adjacent souvenir 

and handicraft stores, then visit another of Lima’s most noted 

museums. Founded in 1926, in an old mansion built in 1707, 

the Archaeological Museum of Rafael Larco Herrera houses an 

immense and priceless collection of pre-Inca pottery fashioned by 

the Mochica, Chimu and other civilizations.

Please note: The Gold Museum covers two floors and does not have 

an elevator. Cameras are not permitted on the museum grounds. 

Candlelight Dinner 
at Casa Solar de Aliaga 

Approximately 4 hours • $$$

Drive to the historical center of Lima viewing some of the city’s 

most important buildings, beautifully illuminated at night. Stop 

at Plaza Mayor, where the Government Palace, the Cathedral 

and Archbishop’s Palace are located, then walk to Casa Aliaga, 

America’s best-preserved colonial mansion in continuous 

occupancy by the same family since 1535. Cocktails and hors 

d’oeuvres will be served as you visit the mansion. A homemade 

epicurean extravaganza dinner will be served, highlighting the 

flavours of Peru’s new style of haute cuisine which is impressing 

the most sophisticated palates the world over.

Please note: Casa Aliaga is also visited on the Exclusive Lima tour below.

Exclusive 
Lima  

Approximately 6 hours • $$$$

This tour combines the elegance of bohemian Barranco with the 

brilliance of Enrico Poli’s private collection, an opportunity to 

taste Peru’s national spirit, and an exclusive lunch in a private 

house in Miraflores. Your outing begins with a drive to Barranco, 

a pleasant suburb of Lima that has become the bohemian heart of 

the city. Situated on the seafront, the area has the feel of a small 
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Cuzco & Machu Picchu
Overland Adventure 

3 days/2 nights • single/double per person $$$$

Peru, the Kingdom of the Sun, encapsulates the essence of the 

New World’s geography and mix of native Indian and European 

cultures. It is a country of antique cultures, where the traditional 

way of life is still evident; and of great scenic contrasts—one of the 

greatest treasures of the Americas. Of 103 possible ecological zones 

on earth, 83 are represented in Peru. The Spanish conquistadors 

came here in search of gold, but they never found the most elusive 

prize—the Lost City of the Incas, Machu Picchu.

Day 1 (L, D)

Transfer from the port of Callao to the airport for your flight 

to Cuzco. Upon arrival in Cuzco, check in at your hotel. Lunch 

will be followed by a sightseeing drive through colonial Cuzco 

to see the main square, the cathedral (step inside if time and 

traffic permit) and either the Temple of Korikancha or the Santo 

Domingo Convent, where you will also step inside if time and 

traffic permit. Dinner and overnight at your Cuzco hotel. 

Day 2 (B, L, D)

Standard Option: Enjoy an early buffet breakfast, then transfer to 

Ollanta Station to take a 1½-hour Vistadome train ride along the 

Urubamba River to the Aguas Calientes Station. By minibus you 

will climb the switchback road up to the ruins of Machu Picchu. 

“Discovered” in 1911, Machu Picchu, called the Lost City of the 

Incas, represents the cultural heritage of mankind. It is a stone 

city constructed by incredibly sophisticated techniques, even in 

present-day terms. Stone upon stone are fitted together perfectly 

without cement, with exquisite detail worthy of the world’s greatest 

palaces. After a guided visit to the ruins, you will lunch buffet-style 

at the Hotel Machu Picchu Sanctuary Lodge, transferring back to 

Aguas Calientes for the train ride back to Cuzco. Dinner will be 

served at a local restaurant. Four-star accommodation is provided 

for the standard option.

Superior Option: The Superior Option includes five-star hotel 

accommodations, as well as a memorable train ride on the Hiram 

Bingham railway to Machu Picchu. The timing of this very 

special adventure enables you to explore Machu Picchu during 

greet you and introduce you to their legacy of tradition and art. 

You will taste a typical Pisco punch before returning to the ship.

Iquitos & the Peruvian Amazon 
Jungle Overland Adventure 

3 days/2 nights • single/double per person $$$$

Day 1 (L, D)

Leaving the ship in Callao, you will fly into the Amazon Jungle and 

land in the city of Iquitos. Once there, you’ll enjoy a brief city tour, 

then travel 50 miles down the Amazon River to Yanamono Stream 

where the Explorama Lodge is located. Established in 1964, the 

lodge is deep in the primary rain forest. Romantic kerosene torches 

and lamps illuminate palm-thatched houses with private sleeping 

rooms. Covered, connecting walkways lead to the Tahuampa 

Bar, the dining room, the sun porch and two hammock houses. 

Bathroom facilities adjoin each house. Spend this afternoon 

hiking along the Lake Trail through lowland rain forest which is 

seasonally flooded. During the high water season, this excursion is 

done by open boat! This evening, you will set out on a night walk 

or open boat ride to enjoy the sounds of the rain forest and stars of 

the southern sky. 

Day 2 (B, L, D)

This morning, walk along the Bushmaster Trail, where scientific 

studies by the Missouri Botanical Gardens have found the world’s 

highest biodiversity of trees per square hectare. Your guide will 

point out many plants used in medicine today, and many that we 

may use in the future. In the afternoon you’ll set out on the local 

freeway (also known as the Amazon River) by boat, in search of 

either of the two species of freshwater dolphin found in the river, 

with a chance for an afternoon swim.

Day 3 (B)

Spend the morning on a local river trail with stops along the way 

to visit the ribereños or “river people,” visit a river school, see the 

local sugar cane rum factory or visit the resident American medical 

doctor in her clinic sponsored by Rotary International. Transfer 

back upriver to Iquitos for the flight to back to Callao and the ship. 

Please note: Planned activities in the jungle are subject to weather 

conditions.
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Cartagena City Tour

Approximately 4 hours • $$

A preferred target for pirates until construction of an impressive 

fortress, Cartagena earned the reputation as the treasure chest of 

the Spanish Main. Travel by bus past the Manga residential area’s 

restored mansions. Visit the monastery with its ornate, 22-karat 

gold foil altar and a lovely, flower-filled courtyard, then stop at 

the Fort of San Felipe de Barajas, a 17th-century work of Spanish 

Military engineering. At Las Bovedas (The Dungeons), there’s time 

for handicraft shopping. Pass through Simón Bolivar Square and 

the Inquisition Palace before continuing on to the Church of San 

Pedro Claver—the patron saint of slaves. After a short folkloric 

show and a soft drink in the old walled city, continue to the 

modern residential area of Bocagrande, famous for its variety of 

emeralds, handicrafts and leather goods shops. 

Please note: Guests who remain in town for shopping must return to 

the ship on their own.

Walled City Historical Walking Tour

Approximately 2½ hours • $

Travel by motor coach to Santiago’s Bastion, and begin your 

walking tour along San Juan de Dios Street with charming colonial 

architecture. Continue to Custom Plaza—a commercial center 

dating back to colonial times—and the Plaza de la Proclamacion to 

admire the Cathedral and the original headquarters of the colonial 

Spanish government. Watch for the statue of Simón Bolivar, as 

well as the Inquisition Palace and all the history it implies. Stroll 

through the Dungeons, which in the colonial times were used as 

a military barracks and a munitions depot, but now local artisans 

➤	 cartagena,  
colombia

a less crowded time, for a more intimate and up-close look at 

this remarkable historic landmark. Your trip to Machu Picchu 

today begins with a bus ride from Cuzco to Poroy, followed by a 

train ride from Poroy Station to Aguas Calientes. The railway is 

an adventure in itself. You will enjoy brunch upon boarding the 

train, and relax for three hours. Warm hues, elegant upholstery, 

two dining cars and a bar make the Hiram Bingham train, named 

for the explorer who “discovered” Machu Picchu almost a century 

ago, a pleasant experience. Upon arrival at the station near 

Machu Picchu, travel with your guide by coach up to the ruins. 

You’ll arrive just as many of the visitors are leaving for lunch, 

and you will have plenty of time to explore Machu Picchu, the 

Lost City of the Incas, in relative peace and quiet. This stone city 

was constructed by incredibly sophisticated techniques with huge 

blocks of stone fitted together perfectly—an example of precision 

that is elusive even with laser technology used in building today. 

After a guided visit to the ruins, you will enjoy a private afternoon 

tea buffet at the Machu Picchu Sanctuary Lodge, transferring back 

to Puente Ruinas to board the Hiram Bingham train. On the train 

ride back to Cuzco, relax over a cocktail, then dinner will be served 

in the dining car. You will arrive back in Cuzco in the late evening 

after a day of dazzling sightseeing and wonderful memories. 

Overnight at a five-star hotel in Cuzco.

Day 3 (B)

Enjoy a buffet breakfast, then transfer to the airport for your flight 

back to Callao and enjoy a city tour before returning the ship.

Please note: The tour to Machu Picchu requires traveling from 

sea level to an altitude of 11,200 feet, which may cause altitude 

sickness for some guests. Touring the ruins of Machu Picchu requires 

climbing many stairs and negotiating uneven and rugged terrain in 

rarefied air. Guests with a heart condition and/or known respiratory 

difficulties should consult their physician prior to booking this tour. 

There are two paths at the ruins from which guests may choose; 

both are fully guided. One requires moderate walking and the other 

requires considerable walking. Bring comfortable, casual clothing in 

natural, “breathable” fabrics. Temperatures will change as altitudes 

and time of day change, so it’s best to bring shorts as well as long 

trousers, and clothing you can layer. A sweater or lightweight jacket 

will be needed for the cooler evening temperatures common in 

upland regions. Oxygenated rooms are available at an extra cost 

and can be booked on board the ship.
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complete your tour, choose one of the following options (A - C) 

below:

A. Scenes of Cartagena

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Enjoy the Scenes of Cartagena tour as outlined above, then return 

directly to the pier and the ship.

B. Scenes of Cartagena with Less Walking

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Enjoy the Scenes of Cartagena tour as outlined above with less 

walking required and shorter standing times, then continue to the 

Bocagrande Peninsula, center of the island’s tourism industry. At 

the Pierino Gallo Shopping Center you will find a vast selection 

of world-renowned Colombian emeralds, as well as gold jewelry. 

There are also leather goods and handicraft shops to browse in. 

Guests who wish to remain in town for shopping may do so, 

returning to the ship on their own.

C. Scenes of Cartagena with Shopping

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Enjoy the Scenes of Cartagena tour as outlined above, then 

continue to the Bocagrande Peninsula, center of the island’s 

tourism industry. At the Pierino Gallo Shopping Center you will 

find a vast selection of world-renowned Colombian emeralds, as 

well as gold jewelry. There are also leather goods and handicraft 

shops to browse in. Guests who wish to remain in town for 

shopping may do so, returning to the ship on their own. 

display their arts and crafts here. 

Please note: Much of the tour will be spent outdoors in the direct 

sun. The Old Town streets are brick, and are some times uneven.

Scenes of Cartagena  
with Shopping & Less Walking Options
This tour departs directly from the pier and explores the 

magnificent city of Cartagena. One of the most important ports 

in colonial times for transporting gold and other precious cargo 

to Spain, Cartagena was under frequent attack by pirates and 

corsairs. In 1543, Robert Baals staged a successful attack on the 

city and made off with 682 pounds of gold. More were to follow; 

Sir Francis Drake (1586), Jean-Bernard Desjeans and Jean Ducasse 

(1697), Edward Vernon (1741) all enjoyed the wealth of the 

Spanish crown. Tired of the constant pillaging of the city, the 

colonists fortified the city, making Cartagena most impenetrable 

colonial stronghold in South America. Your tour first drives 

through the residential area of Manga, where you can admire the 

late-19th century Republican-style mansions. You will also visit the 

Monastery of La Popa, constructed throughout the 17th century 

and dedicated to Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria, patron saint of 

the city. The famous wooden statue of the Virgin is nestled inside 

a beautiful carved wood altar. Outside the monastery there is a 

breathtaking view of the entire city. Nearby, Castillo San Felipe 

de Barajas Fort was Latin America’s most important military 

structure and was built in the 17th - 18th centuries to defend the 

city. One of Cartagena’s more gruesome spectacles is Las Bovedas 

(the Dungeons), located in the Old City. In colonial times these 

were used as military barracks and a munitions depot. After 

independence, they were mainly used as jails. On the bright side, 

today local artisans display their colorful and interesting arts and 

handcrafts here. At the Navy Museum (1629), refreshments will 

be served and you’ll watch a folkloric show. Walk through the 

museum to see scale models with descriptions of the different 

fortresses that surround our city. Next, you will stop at Inquisition 

Palace, which served as a tribunal “court” and tried anyone the 

Church viewed as a heretic. The palace contains instruments of 

torture, along with documents, paintings and explanations about 

the Inquisition. You will see the small barred window from which 

the sentences handed down by the tribunal were announced to the 

public. Generally speaking, it wasn’t good news. Finally, to 
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Gatun Locks & Kayak in the Canal

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$

Your adventure starts with a bus transfer to the Gatun Locks 

for an one-hour visit to the Panama Canal locks where you 

will be able to see the operation of this great marvel of modern 

engineering. Next you will find yourself paddling a kayak in 

the Panama Canal itself. Gear up on the bank, and away you 

go. You’ll have approximately 11⁄4 hours to paddle through the 

islands in Gatun Lake. There are 1,368 species of vascular plants, 

93 species of mammals and as many as 366 species of birds in 

this area. 

Aerial Tram & Ecological Encounter 

Approximately 5½ hours • $$$

In the midst of the 55,000-acre Soberanía National Park, the Aerial 

Tram allows you to discover the secrets of the upper forest canopy. 

The Tram takes you from the shadowy forest floor through the 

understory and into the sun-drenched canopy. There, you will 

enjoy a bird’s-eye view of a thousand hues of green, interspersed 

with the fluorescent exclamation points of flowering trees. 

➤	 colón/gatun,  
panama

boat tours

Cartagena Bay Cruise

Approximately 2 hours • $

Board a beautiful Spanish galleon (a replica of a 17th-century 

sailing ship) for a two-hour cruisetour of the Inner Bay at 

Cartagena. You’ll pass the port of Muelles El Bosque and the 

statue of the Virgin in the middle of the bay. View the Fort of 

Manzanillo, which guards the eastern entrance to the Inner Bay. 

Conditions permitting, continue by the Bocagrande beaches and 

the city walls. Enjoy refreshments and a folkloric show en route.

Cartagena Beach & Boating 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Transportation from Cartagena to Barú Island will be by fast 

motor boat. A bilingual guide will provide a safety briefing 

followed by intermittent commentaries during the boat ride. 

You will pass the island of Tierra Bomba and the fishing villages 

of Punta Arenas, Caño del Oro and Bocahica. At Bocachica the 

boat will stop for a few minutes with time for photos. Your guide 

will tell you about this historic structure originally built in the 

late 1700s to guard the entrance of the port. From here, the boat 

continue towards Barú, 30 minutes away from Cartagena. A 

two-hour beach stop is included with ample time to swim, sun or 

snorkel (equipment NOT included). 

Please note: For guests interested in snorkeling, equipment is 

available for rent on board the ship.
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Panama Railway

Approximately 4½ - 5 hours • $$$$ (dome car) / $$$$ (regular car)

Experience the Panama Canal and its living history as you travel 

the isthmus railroad through beautiful flora and past lovely Gatun 

Lake. The enormous vessels that transit the canal can be seen, and 

you’ll pass through towns and villages named for the people who 

built of this “path between the seas.” Watch for howler monkeys 

and toucans as you cross the Continental Divide from ocean to 

ocean in just an hour. You’ll also see working locks and some 

of the old Canal Zone area that has now been returned to the 

people of Panama. At the station, board a bus for a trip out to the 

causeway that forms the entrance of the Panama Canal, with views 

of the city skyline.

Please note: You will travel one way by train and the other way by 

air-conditioned motor coach.

The Shaping of Panama

Approximately 6¾ hours • $$$

Traverse the Trans-Isthmus Highway from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific—the same route once used by the Spanish Conquistadors 

and the Forty-Niners seeking a short cut from the east to the gold 

fields in California. Panama is renowned for its spectacular Canal, 

considered by many to be the Eighth Wonder of the World. Few 

know of the amazing history of glory and tragedy that came to 

shape this country that was once known as the Pearl of the Pacific. 

After 90 minutes, you will arrive at the YMCA Crafts Market with 

some time on your own to shop in the may crafts stalls featuring 

items from all over Panama. Continuing on, your scenic, get-

acquainted excursion takes you through the streets of the old 

French Quarter of Panama City, founded in 1673 by French 

colonists. You’ll hear tales of gallantry and piracy once common 

to the narrow streets of Colonial Panama, known as Casco 

Antiguo. Here, you will visit the beautiful vaulted promenade of 

Las Bovedas and the French Plaza which pays homage to those 

who built the Panama Canal. In addition to these monuments, a 

number of old houses and other attractions can be found in the 

downtown district. Appreciate the unique architecture, influenced 

by a wonderful blend of French, Spanish and Italian styles. After 

sightseeing tours

Authentic Emberá Indian Village

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

Step aboard your motor coach which will feel more like a time 

machine as you travel back more than 600 years to a Central 

America only a few ever experience. This is a journey into the lives 

of the Emberá Indian Tribe—a proud people who maintain their 

traditions and lifestyle as it was before the Spaniards colonized 

Panama. A knowledgeable guide will give you an overview of 

Panama on the way to the jungles of the Central Region and 

share the history and customs of the Emberá Indians who are 

the keepers of the rain forest and the Chagres River. When you 

arrive at the Chagres National Park, you will leave the comfort of 

your vehicle to board a dug-out canoe that will take you to the 

Emberá village. Although far from luxurious, the dug-outs are 

sturdy craft which were critical in the conquering of the jungle and 

in establishing supply lines for both Indians and Spaniards. After 

motoring up river, you will see the village emerge from the jungle 

as if by magic. Keep your eyes open along the way, as the region 

offers abundant wildlife that is particularly active along the rivers 

edge. In the village, the Chief will welcome you with traditional 

Emberá hospitality. A series of dances have been arranged to add 

to this cultural exchange. Feel free to wander through the village, 

ask questions and interact with these quiet people. As you will be 

guests in their home, a common sense approach and sensitivity 

to their privacy is appreciated. The Emberá men and woman are 

spectacular craftspeople and have produced some beautiful items 

which will be available for purchase as souvenirs or keepsakes of 

this unique experience. All too soon, it is time to return to the 21st 

century

Please note: Boarding local canoes requires only a minimum of 

dexterity and flexibility. The landing consists of a rudimentary 

“put in” that lacks handrails or proper steps. Many hands will be 

available to assist, however guests will required to step up and into 

the vessels.



50

colón/gatun, panama

51

colón/gatun, panama

Eco Cruise on Gatun Lake

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

This specialized tour will focus on three essential elements 

surrounding the Canal and its hinterland—culture, history and 

ecology. Prior to the construction of the Panama Canal, the vast 

jungle area that is now the Gatun Lake was teeming with an 

overwhelming abundance of wildlife. As the region was flooded 

to create the lake, animals took refuge on the mountain peaks, 

which are now the many islands that dot the renowned lake. With 

your interpretive guide you will slowly cruise the back channels, 

island and bays that make up this unique ecosystem. Glide past 

lush rain forests to a secluded region of the lake and witness first-

hand the splendor and excitement of the jungle. Exotic birds, 

monkeys, sloths, iguanas, and crocodiles are just a few of the 

animals that you might see in their endemic habitat. The sights, 

sounds and scents that make up this beautiful, tropical jungle will 

engulf you. Cameras are a must as this is considered the world’s 

premier location for viewing monkeys and other animals in the 

wild. Before or after your cruise on Gatun Lake, you will have 

the opportunity to visit the Gatun Locks, the largest and most 

important of the three sets of locks on the Panama Canal.

Please note: Wear sunscreen, a hat and sensible shoes.

Chagres River Adventure & Nature Walk

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

The Chagres River was used by the Conquistadors to move their 

gold across the Isthmus of Panama for transportation from Peru 

to Spain, and by the gold prospectors who attempted a shortcut 

from the US East coast to the gold fields of California. The 

river is now the lifeline of the Panama Canal. Board a small air-

conditioned bus for the short 25-minute drive to the river, passing 

the Gatun Locks and directly under the massive 500-ton lock 

gates themselves, as you cross the Panama Canal. You will also 

drive past the Gatun Spillway or Dam which controls the outflow 

of water from Gatun Lake. After a pleasant, informative and very 

scenic boat ride of approximately 40 minutes, you will be taken 

on a guided walk into the tropical rain forest. Wildlife abounds on 

this trail, including various species of monkeys, sloths, anteaters, 

a buffet lunch, re-board you motor coach for the drive to “Old 

Panama” which was founded in 1519 and destroyed by the 

infamous Welsh Captain Henry Morgan in 1671. You will see the 

ruins of the churches and convents, colonial palaces, bridges and 

military buildings that attest to the grandiose past of Old Panama. 

You will pause for a photo opportunity of this living museum. As 

you leave the city to return to the ship, the road leads past many 

historic monuments and sights as well as a short detour into the 

rich neighborhoods of Punta Paitilla and Golf Heights, including 

a drive past the former residence of the infamous General Manuel 

Noriega. 

Please note: Photo stops will be made from the bus at the National 

Theater, the cathedral and the Church of the Golden Altar that was 

missed by the infamous Welsh Captain Henry Morgan when he 

sacked Panama City.

boat tours

The Canal Experience

Approximately 7 hours • $$$$

Experience the full wonder of the Panama Canal with a partial 

crossing of the canal by tour boat. Travel by ship’s tender to 

the Gatun Yacht Club, where you will board air-conditioned 

transportation for the drive through the isthmus to Gamboa. 

Board a tour boat for a partial transit of the canal. Cruise Gatun 

Lake, once the largest man-made lake in the world, to the Gaillard 

Cut, where you cross the Continental Divide. Enter the Pedro 

Miguel Locks, which lower your vessel 28 feet on its way to the 

Pacific. Motor across Miraflores Lake to the Miraflores Locks, 

which lower your tour boat the final 56 feet, matching the level 

of the Pacific Ocean. Your cruise ends at the port of Balboa in 

Panama City, where you will board an air-conditioned motor 

coach for the return trip to the ship.

Please note: Tour duration varies. Canal transits are scheduled and 

controlled by the Panama Canal Authority. The return drive from 

Panama City to the ship is approximately 90 minutes.
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adventure tours

Costa Maya Highlights & Beach Break

Approximately 3½ hours • $$ 

At the last frontier of the Mayan civilization lies an almost 

endless stretch of virgin beach that can only be reached on a 

4x4 adventure. Climb into an original 4x4 powerhouse All-

Terrain truck which has been re-conditioned for you and your 

companions to ride comfortably. Your adventure is underway 

as your bilingual guides drive you to paradise through off-road, 

coastal jungle trails. During this exciting ride, keep your eyes 

open for tropical birds and resident iguanas, and see how local 

fishermen live their everyday lives. Once you are truly in the 

middle of nowhere, you will have an hour and a half of fun in the 

sun at Pelicanos Beach. Step back and admire the beach and the 

unspoiled Caribbean Sea. Enjoy a volleyball game in the white 

sand or drift further from reality in an ocean kayak. Then, hop 

back into the truck and start your way back to the ship off-road 

on an abandoned highway, after having experienced the real 

Caribbean. 

Please note: A light snack and soft drinks or bottled water are 

provided at the beach. Due to the bumpy roads, this tour is not 

recommended for pregnant women or guests with back problems. 

Bring insect repellent.

Xpeed Boat & Beach Break

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Brace yourself for the ride of a lifetime as you explore the Costa 

Maya in your very own state of the art Xtreme Xpeed boat! Feel 

the thrill, see the beauty, ride the waves—it’s exactly the adventure 

➤	 costa maya,  
mexico

iguanas and a variety of birds. Your guide will be on the lookout, 

pointing out wildlife and interesting tropical flora and fauna along 

the way. Prior to returning to your vessel, time permitting you will 

stop at the Gatun Locks, largest set of the three locks to view ships 

as they transit the Panama Canal. Soon it will be time to return to 

the pier and your waiting ship.

Please note: Wear sunscreen, a hat and sensible shoes. Delays may 

be encountered crossing the canal due to transiting ships.

Fishing at Gatun Lake in the Panama Canal

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Gatun Lake is one of the best places in the world to catch 

freshwater bass. For almost a century people have gone fishing 

in this lake and have come back with very good results. The 

surrounding area offers the perfect fishing setup amid lush rain 

forest and a lake bottom full of algae that the fish love to eat. Start 

your fishing excursion at a favorite fishing hole. Your guide and 

boat driver will help the you get your tackle ready. This is catch-

and-release fishing. During the tour the boat is moved several 

times for a change in scenery and different fishing opportunities. 

Please note: All gear is included. Bring a hat and sunscreen, and 

a rain coat is from October through December as showers are a 

common occurrence.
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Bike & Kayak Adventure

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Explore the pristine coastline of Costa Maya by bike and kayak. 

Your guide will assign helmets and adjust the bike for your 

comfort, then you’ll take a 30-minute ride south along the coastal 

dirt road past a mangrove lagoon to the sleepy fishing village of 

Majahual. Pass by traditional houses and restaurants. At a local 

beach, your two-person kayak will be waiting for you. Head out to 

sea in the crystal blue waters of the Caribbean as you paddle along 

a reef and enjoy the view of beaches lined with palm trees. Rest on 

the beach before riding your bike via a different route back to the 

pier. Bottled water is provided.

Please note: Minimum age is 12 years. Not recommended for guests 

over 6 feet tall due to sizes of bikes. Maximum weight is 250 lbs. 

ATV & Beach Xplorer 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$$

Visit places more spectacular than you can ever imagine as this 

ATV experience takes you on jungle trails that date back to the 

ancient Maya and have never before been open to the public. This 

previously inaccessible journey begins with a safety briefing and 

full rider instruction; then, don your helmets and goggles and 

head to a breathtaking beach on your very own state of the art 

All-Terrain Vehicle. The ATV is fully automatic so it’s ideal for 

beginners and experts alike. Caravan through the back of town to 

the off-road country of Costa Maya and the thick tropical jungle 

of the Yucatan. Watch for endless species of flora and fauna before 

you stop at a rest station to bask in the sun with a drink. You will 

have 20 minutes to rest up before you head out again. Take one 

last dip in the water before heading back to home base! The trip 

back will be via a coastal trail, accompanied by the view of the 

ocean. Stop downtown at Pelicanos Beach with 25 minutes to 

stroll, shop or just relax at the beach. 

Please note: Minimum age is 18 years. Must have a valid driver’s 

license to drive the ATV. Not recommended for pregnant women or 

guests with neck/back problems. Bring insect repellent.

you’ve been looking for. A quick van ride brings you to Mahahual 

Town where you’ll board a two-person Xpeed boat, and your 

guide will provide safety instruction and lessons. Beginner? No 

worries, these vessels are easy to master, and handling them is 

a breeze. Now, blast off! You’ll travel caravan style through the 

sparkling blue waters of the Caribbean, navigating between reef 

systems and land. Push the throttle and feel the power as your 

guide leads you on a rip roaring adventure over the crystal clear 

waters of this Caribbean paradise! Head back to the beach for free 

time to swim, explore or just lie back and relax. Then, sit in the 

shade and enjoy a lunch of chicken or beef fajitas. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years. Must be at least 18 years old 

and have a valid driver’s license to pilot the boat. Not recommended 

for pregnant women or those with back or neck problems. 

Dune Buggy Adventure

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Board your dune buggy and set off on a caravan-style journey 

through coastal jungle. You may either drive or ride, but bring 

your spirit of adventure. Leave electricity and civilization behind 

as you venture into rougher roads and picture-perfect Caribbean 

scenes. When you reach Pelicano’s Beach, you will be amazed at 

the untouched beauty of this area. Kick back on a hammock or go 

for a swim in the turquoise blue sea. There are ocean kayaks for 

those who want to survey the beach from a different angle or take 

a walk down the pristine coastline.

Please note: A light snack and soft drinks or bottled water are 

provided. Four guests per dune buggy driving on a rotating basis. 

You must be at least 21 years of age with a valid driver’s license in 

order to drive the dune buggy (manual transmission). Bring insect 

repellent. 
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aquatic tours

Mahahual Beach with Beginning Scuba or 
Certified Scuba Options
These two dive opportunities are for those who are either 

experienced divers or those who are interested in learning to dive. 

Diving in Mahahual (Costa Maya) has been a closely guarded 

secret. But now, this region is quickly becoming one of the hottest 

dive spots in the dive community. Your excursion begins from 

the pier with a short ride through the town of Mahahual to the 

dive center. Your dive will take place on the magnificent Meso-

American Barrier Reef system—the largest barrier reef system in 

the Northern Hemisphere. This particular area of the reef system 

you will be diving is extremely healthy and is in pristine condition. 

The dive sites are known for their abundance of beautiful corals 

and extraordinary reef formations, creating astonishing swim-

throughs, and ledges. Common marine life experienced on 

these dives includes turtles, lobsters, stingrays, eels, king crabs, 

and barracuda, as well as a variety of tropical reef fish such as 

damsels, butterfly fish, pork fish, parrot fish and schools of Creole 

wrasse and blue tangs. Some divers have even spotted migrating 

whale sharks in this area. As if the diving wasn’t enough, if time 

permits you will also have the opportunity to experience the local 

culture and beautiful beaches of Mahahual. Once a fishing village, 

Mahahual is now a small town thriving with wonderful beachfront 

shops, restaurants, bars, arts and crafts booths, and more. Whether 

you are interested in shopping, great food, water sport activities 

or a relaxing massage on the beach, Mahahual has it all. Or, you 

may stay at the dive center and enjoy the beautiful beach, order 

some beverages and a Mexican meal at your own expense. If you 

choose to stay in Mahahual after the dive excursion, you will be 

responsible for transportation back to the ship. Choose either 

option A or B below, depending upon your experience level.

A. Mahahual Beach & Beginning Scuba

Approximately 4 - 6 hours • $$$

You will be given 1½ hours of scuba instruction and skills training 

in shallow water. Then, board a dive boat custom made to handle 

the depths and shallows of Costa Maya’s dynamic reef system. You 

sightseeing tours

Kohunlich Mayan Ruins with Lunch

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$ 

The Kohunlich Mayan ruins are situated in a secluded jungle 

setting near the border of Belize and you will travel by air- 

conditioned bus as your bilingual guide explains what you will 

see at the ruins. View detailed Mayan temples combined with 

the lush green manicured gardens. See the Temple of the Large 

Masks, the Plaza of the Acropolis, the Plaza of the Estelas, Plaza 

Hundida and Plaza Merwin. Kohunlich may have been one of 

the most important sites in the lower Peten region. In today’s 

world, Kohunlich’s broad range of architecture, natural beauty and 

expansive, uncrowded seclusion set it apart from the more widely 

toured sites. After the tour of the site, it’s off to a local restaurant 

for lunch and then you’ll return to your ship.

Please note: Involves considerable walking over uneven terrain. This 

tour includes a meal—lunch on daytime tours; dinner on evening 

tours. Bring insect repellent. 

Chacchoben Mayan Ruins

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Experience the secrets of the mysterious and virtually unexcavated 

Mayan ruins of Chacchoben, hidden deep in the jungle near the 

border with Belize, covering an area of about 10 acres. A small 

portion of the site has been excavated, including a pyramid. View 

detailed Mayan temples with lush green manicured gardens, and 

compare the recently excavated ruins with the deeply buried, 

unexcavated ones that lie sleeping beneath the sacred ground. 

Return to Costa Maya by coach.

Please note: Involves considerable walking over uneven terrain. 

Stair-climbing is required to reach the different levels. Bring insect 

repellent. 
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marine life. After kayaking, enjoy fresh fruits and a beverage on the 

beach. Then, you can relax in the shade of a palapa or participate 

in a game of volleyball before returning to the ship. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years. Maximum weight per kayak 

is 350 lbs. Not recommended for pregnant women.

SNUBA Diving & Beach Break

Approximately 4 hours • $$ 

A 45-minute bus ride brings you to a private sandy beach—one 

of the best in this area. Take a brief class on how to enjoy the 

underwater breathing of SNUBA, a magnificent underwater 

experience with the simplicity of snorkeling but without the heavy 

load of scuba. The breathing apparatus will help you to enjoy 

the underwater world as if you were diving but the cumbersome 

equipment is left behind. After your magnificent experience you 

can enjoy the beach, play volleyball, snorkel for a while, or just sip 

a beer under the Caribbean sun.

Please note: Tour includes mask, fins, snorkel and snuba equipment. 

Waiver must be signed. Person with asthma, heart problems, 

pregnancy, and epilepsy may not participate. Soda and water 

included. After the snuba dive, guests can use snorkel equipment 

at their own. A cash bar at the beach is available for drinks and 

snacks after the tour. Bring comfortable shoes, a change of clothes, 

sunscreen , towel and swimsuit. Minimum age is 8 years.  

➤	 dos bocas, tabasco, mexico
 

At the time of publication, no tours were available in Dos Bocas. 

Please see our website at www.hollandamerica.com for updates.

and your instructor will dive to a depth of approximately 30 feet 

before completing the tour as described above. 

Please note: Credit cards are not widely accepted in Costa Maya, so 

bring cash. US dollars and Mexican pesos accepted.

B. Mahahual Beach & Certified Scuba

Approximately 4 - 6 hours • $$$

Board your dive boat and head out to the Meso-American Barrier 

Reef. The boat is custom made to handle the depths and shallows 

of Costa Maya’s dynamic reef system. Enjoy your dive in this 

pristine environment before completing the tour as described 

above. 

Please note: Credit cards are not widely accepted in Costa Maya, so 

bring cash. Currencies accepted include the US dollar and Mexican 

peso. Bring your C-card. 

Beach Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $$ 

Perfect for the beginner and intermediate snorkeler, this tour 

includes a guide and all equipment. See tropical marine life as you 

start your adventure from the beach and progress to deeper water 

as you feel comfortable. Explore the extensive infrastructure of 

the reef and beach as you interact with this amazing eco-system 

and see an amazing array of marine life. After your tour of this 

underwater garden, take 15 - 30 minutes to relax before returning 

to your waiting ship.

Please note: Minimum age is 12 years.

Clear Kayak & Beach Break 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Experience the wonderful undersea world of coral and tropical 

fish while kayaking in a transparent acrylic ocean kayak. You will 

be transported from the pier to a local lobster fishing village where 

you will be outfitted with your kayak. After a quick lesson on 

kayaking, you’re off to view the colorful reef and coral formations. 

Your guide will take you through an amazing circuit of coral and 
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Guests participating in these shore excursions will be among 
the first to disembark the ship. Board the tour bus with your 
luggage, as all tours will proceed directly to the airport upon 
conclusion. Transportation to the airport is included in the 
tour price listed. 

South Beach & the Art Deco District  
with Shopping

Approximately 4½ hours

Transferring to Fort Lauderdale Airport (flights after 2:30pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Transferring to Miami Airport (flights after 4:00pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Guests who are returning to the ship – $$

Famous for its architecture, Miami’s South Beach area is a delight 

to photographers as well as the film industry. It’s a mecca for 

supermodels, fashion designers, artists and writer who mix with 

the Latin flavor of the residents to make a nightlife that is world 

famous. Visitors are drawn here for the shopping, dining and 

cultural activities, and perhaps a glimpse of the rich and famous 

people who are often seen at one of the open-air cafés or hot 

dance clubs. A visit to Coral Gables, one of the nation’s earliest 

planned developments, designed by George Merrick in the 1920s, 

features the world-renowned Biltmore Hotel. Nearby, limestone 

was cut from a quarry and used to build the hotel and 600 local 

homes. The quarry cut into an underground river, and filled with 

water. This is known today as the beautiful Venetian Pool, and 

about 800,000 gallons of water cycle through it each day. Your 

trip continues down the “Miracle Mile”—home of many unique 

shops. Coconut Grove is Miami’s oldest city, established by 

Bahamian immigrants. The homes here were built from the oak of 

shipwrecks. “The Grove” is like Greenwich Village in New York, 

a haven for artists and intellectuals; a fusion of old and new. Coco 

Walk is home to many upscale shops and restaurants. A drive 

from here continues along Biscayne Bay to Miami’s downtown 

➤	 fort  
lauderdale,  
florida financial district, past Miami City Hall and the original site of Pan 

Am’s seaplane base, to the Miami River. The MacArthur Causeway 

connects Downtown Miami to Miami Beach. The southern view is 

Dodge Island, home to the Port of Miami, “the Cruise Capital of 

the World.” The northern view is Palm Island and Hibiscus Island, 

where many celebrities make their homes. Further east is Fisher 

Island, a somewhat secluded haven for other celebrities because 

the only way to get there is by ferry. The famous architecture of 

the Art Deco District has spilled over into America’s great cities. 

Miami’s skyline has been voted among the top five in the world, 

as many buildings hold famous design awards. The skyline is 

compared to Paris, Singapore, or Tokyo. Miami is a unique 

junction for the Caribbean and North, South and Central America. 

Experience the collision of sensuous culture, passionate people, 

and powerful business, with exciting opportunities for the future. 

Bayside Marketplace, nestled between Downtown Miami, the Port 

of Miami, and Biscayne Bay, makes the transition from cruise ship 

dining to shoreside eating easy, because there are more than 100 

shops and eateries that rival any international food court. There is 

definitely something for everyone, from national retailers to street 

vendors. Enjoy lunch inside or outside, and relax or shop until it’s 

time to go to transfer to the airport.

Seminole Hard Rock Resort

Approximately 3½ hours

Transferring to Fort Lauderdale Airport (flights after 2:30pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Transferring to Miami Airport (flights after 4:00pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Guests who are returning to the ship – $$

A short bus ride from the port brings you to one of South Florida’s 

newest and grandest attractions, The Seminole Hard Rock Resort. 

This complex encompasses a hotel, casino, shopping emporium, 

entertainment center, resort, Native village and wildlife exhibits. 

Why wait at the airport when you can place your luggage safely 

on the bus and be taken to the resort to enjoy all the myriad 

attractions? Some of the attractions include shops, stores and 

many specialty outlets as well as restaurants such as the famous 

Hard Rock Café and Johnny Rockets—a favorite for children. You 

can also visit the poolside bar and restaurant, although use of the 

pool and chaise longues is strictly for hotel guests. Don’t miss the 
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Fort Lauderdale by Land & Sea  
with Airport Transfer

Approximately 4 - 4½ hours • Available November - April only

Transferring to Fort Lauderdale Airport (flights after 2:30pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Transferring to Miami Airport (flights after 4:00pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Guests who are returning to the ship – $$

Experience the highlights of Fort Lauderdale, including the Arts & 

Sciences District, and the Riverwalk and Las Olas Boulevard, with 

its boutiques, cafes, and galleries. Then, you will board a double-

decker yacht or paddlewheeler-style boat for a 90-minute journey 

down the New River, out into the Intracoastal Waterway to Port 

Everglades. Pass by the historic Stranahan House, luxury homes, 

mega-yachts and sailboats, Navy ships and submarines, and Burt 

Reynolds’ restaurant. See why the city is known as the “Venice of 

America.” Bring your camera and sunscreen for the upper deck! 

Re-board your coach and transfer to the airport.

Everglades Airboat Ride & Airport Transfer

Approximately 4 - 4½ hours

Transferring to Fort Lauderdale Airport (flights after 2:30pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Transferring to Miami Airport (flights after 4:00pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Guests who are returning to the ship – $$

The Everglades is an expanse of swampland known for natural 

beauty and abundant wildlife. Your tour includes a ½-hour 

“airboat” ride into this vast wilderness. Birds, fish and other 

animals inhabit this curious corner of the country. Tour an 

authentic Seminole Indian village, and during a narrated tour 

of the reptile exhibit, you’ll have a chance to hold a notorious 

Everglades alligator, or pet a Florida panther during the 

interactive wildlife show. 

opportunity to visit the Okalee Seminole Indian Village which 

opens at 10am (at an additional charge). It contains the Alligator 

Amphitheater, an authentic reproduction of a Native village 

and a wildlife exhibit. The animal exhibits regularly change but 

may include river otters, raccoons, parrots and even the rare and 

endangered Florida panther. There is also a Seminole Museum you 

can visit (at an additional charge). After exploring the wonderful 

resort, board the bus for the short ride to the airport. 

Please note: Not all venues and restaurants may be open.

Transfer to Fort Lauderdale or Miami Airport
$ Fort Lauderdale Airport • $ Miami Airport 

Available to guests who are not participating in Holland America’s 

“Fly Cruise Plan” and do not have a prepaid voucher in their travel 

documents. Direct motor coach transportation from the ship to 

the airport upon the conclusion of your voyage.

 Fort Lauderdale Highlights & Airport Transfer

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • Available May - October only

Transferring to Fort Lauderdale Airport (flights after 2:30pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Transferring to Miami Airport (flights after 4:00pm only): 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Guests who are returning to the ship – $$

Drive through Port Everglades and turn past the striking bronze 

sailfish fountain of the Broward Convention Center as you cross the 

Intracoastal Waterway. View famous Fort Lauderdale Beach and 

the Bahia Mar Yacht Basin en route to Las Olas Boulevard—the 

Rodeo Drive of Fort Lauderdale. Discover the inland waterways, 

luxury homes and mega yachts of the “Venice of America.” You 

will see the Riverside Hotel and Stranahan House, the oldest 

structure in the city. Head towards the downtown financial 

district, with its many award-winning buildings, You will also see 

the Broward Center for the Performing Arts and the Museum of 

Discovery and Science. Leaving the bus, you will follow your guide 

on a stroll along the New River, past Al Capone’s former residence, 

to the new Riverfront complex, a 50-million-dollar complex of 

plazas, fountains and planted areas, interspersed with an unusual 

assortment of shops and restaurants. There will be a little free time 

to browse or shop before heading to the airport.
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sightseeing tours

Aerial Tram & Ecological Encounter 

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

In the midst of the 55,000-acre Soberanía National Park, the Aerial 

Tram allows you to discover the secrets of the upper forest canopy. 

The Tram takes you from the shadowy forest floor through the 

understory and into the sun-drenched canopy. There, you will 

enjoy a bird’s-eye view of a thousand hues of green, interspersed 

with the fluorescent exclamation points of flowering trees. Stop at 

the frog exhibit and serpentarium to see and hear creatures in a 

natural setting.

El Valle Ecological Paradise

Approximately 8 hours • $$

On the 1½-hour drive from Panama City to El Valle on the Pan-

American Highway, you will cross the Bridge of the Americas. El 

Valle is a famous area known for its ecological environment and 

situated at the mouth of an extinct volcano. Visit the El Chorro 

Waterfall and Nispero Zoo, full of flora and fauna.

Authentic Emberá Indian Village

Approximately 7 hours • $$$

Step aboard your motor coach which will feel more like a time 

machine as you travel back more than 600 years to a Central 

America only a few ever experience. This is a journey into the lives 

of the Emberá Indian Tribe—a proud people who maintain their 

traditions and lifestyle as it was before the Spaniards colonized 

Panama. A knowledgeable guide will give you an overview of 

Panama on the way to the jungles of the Central Region and 

➤	 fuerte  
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panama share the history and customs of the Emberá Indians who are 

the keepers of the rain forest and the Chagres River. When you 

arrive at the Chagres National Park, you will leave the comfort of 

your vehicle to board a dug-out canoe that will take you to the 

Emberá village. Although far from luxurious, the dug-outs are 

sturdy craft which were critical in the conquering of the jungle and 

in establishing supply lines for both Indians and Spaniards. After 

motoring up river, you will see the village emerge from the jungle 

as if by magic. Keep your eyes open along the way, as the region 

offers abundant wildlife that is particularly active along the rivers 

edge. In the village, the Chief will welcome you with traditional 

Emberá hospitality. A series of dances have been arranged to add 

to this cultural exchange. Feel free to wander through the village, 

ask questions and interact with these quiet people. As you will be 

guests in their home, a common sense approach and sensitivity 

to their privacy is appreciated. The Emberá men and woman are 

spectacular craftspeople and have produced some beautiful items 

which will be available for purchase as souvenirs or keepsakes of 

this unique experience. All too soon, it is time to return to the 21st 

century

Please note: Boarding local canoes requires only a minimum of 

dexterity and flexibility. The landing consists of a rudimentary 

“put in” that lacks handrails or proper steps. Many hands will be 

available to assist, however guests will required to step up and into 

the vessels.

The Shaping of Panama

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$

The image evoked by the mention of Panama is generally that of 

the spectacular canal, considered by many to be the 8th Wonder 

of the World. However, few know of the amazing history of glory 

and tragedy that came to shape this country, once known as the 

Pearl of the Pacific. “Old Panama” was founded in 1519 and 

destroyed by the infamous Welsh Captain Henry Morgan in 1671. 

This scenic get-acquainted excursion takes you to see the ruins of 

the churches and convents, colonial palaces, bridges and military 

buildings that attest to the grandiose past of Old Panama. Next, 

the road leads past many historic monuments and sights with 

a short detour into the upscale neighborhoods of Punta Paitilla 

and Golf Heights, including a drive past the former residence of 
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ship, filled with knowledge and history that will make your canal 

transit far more interesting.

Panama Railway

Approximately 5 hours • $$$$ (regular car) / $$$$ (dome car)

Experience the Panama Canal and its living history as you travel 

the isthmus railroad through the beautiful flora and past lovely 

Gatun Lake. From the lakeside, the enormous vessels that transit 

the canal can be seen, and you’ll pass through towns and villages 

whose names evoke all the personalities involved in the building 

of this “path between the seas”—now 100 years old. Watch for 

howler monkeys, toucans and other wildlife as you cross the 

Continental Divide on a journey across the Americas, from ocean 

to ocean in just an hour. You’ll also visit the recently-opened Inter-

Oceanic Canal Museum, and see working locks and some of the 

old Canal Zone area that has now been returned to the people of 

Panama. 

Please note: You will travel one way by train and the other way by 

air-conditioned motor coach.

Canal Experience

Approximately 5½ hours • $$$

Panama and its mighty canal are inextricably bound—the one 

cannot exist with out the other. Today you will discover why so 

many have dubbed this extraordinary marine highway the 8th 

Wonder of the World, and why few would beg to differ. Board a 

canal boat from the pier adjacent to the tender pier. Once aboard, 

you will sail directly for the Panama Canal passing through 

Miraflores Locks and Pedro Miguel Locks that will raise your 

vessel up to 85 feet above sea level. Your time aboard the vessel 

and in the canal will last approximately three hours, depending on 

the number of other transiting vessels. An on-board commentator 

will give full details about the locks and the famous Panama Canal. 

You will disembark the dayboat near the newly-built Centennial 

Bridge, just after clearing the last set of locks, where a bus waits to 

take you back to the ship. 

Please note: Tour is subject to Panama Canal Authority scheduling. 

the infamous General Manuel Noriega. You will drive through 

the streets of the old French Quarter of Panama City, founded in 

1673 by French colonists. En route along the coastline to El Casco 

Antigou, you’ll hear tales of gallantry and piracy once common to 

the narrow streets of Colonial Panama known as Casco Antiguo. 

Visit the beautiful vaulted promenade of Las Bovedas and the 

French Plaza which pays homage to those who built the Panama 

Canal. In addition to these monuments, a number of old houses 

and other attractions can be found in the downtown district. 

Appreciate the unique architecture, influenced by a wonderful 

blend of French, Spanish and Italian styles. You will return to 

your ship with a wonderful overview of the old, colonial and the 

modern city and the shaping of Panama.

Please note: Photo stops will be made from the bus at the National 

Theatre, the Cathedral and the Church of the Golden Altar that 

was left intact by Morgan when he sacked Panama City.

Miraflores Locks Observation Center 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Take this opportunity to pause and view the gargantuan ships 

that make their way through the Miraflores Locks’ chambers 

and visit exhibitions which include historical objects of Canal 

operations, interactive modules, video presentations, and models 

of the Panama Canal. Four exhibition halls, organized by themes, 

constitute the heart of the Miraflores Visitors Center: Hall One 

portrays the background, technological innovations, and sanitary 

initiatives that went hand in hand with the construction of the 

Canal. Hall Two emphasizes the importance of water, conservation 

of the environment, protection of the Canal watershed, the 

diversity of fauna and flora and sustainable management. Hall 

Three depicts in an entertaining manner how the Canal operates 

and offers a navigation simulator through one of the lock culverts. 

Hall Four provides information on the importance of the Canal 

to world trade and identifies the main commodities and types 

of vessels that transit the waterway. The return route will take 

you past the former Panama Canal Zone where the military 

installations of the American administration are a gentle reminder 

of the strategic importance of the area. Today the former PCZ is 

very much intact and is like a photographic image of what the days 

of the American Administration once were. Then, head back to the 



68 69

general san martin, peru

adventure tours

Dune Buggy in Paracas

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

This tour is for adventurous guests wishing to experience the 

dunes in a very exciting way. After an air-conditioned coach ride 

to the Hotel Las Dunas in Ica, you will meet your guide who will 

provide you with safety information about your tour, as not all the 

drivers speak English. Then, it’s time to hold on tight during this 

thrilling ride over the desert dunes in customized dune buggies. 

These buggies have been completely redesigned to be lightweight 

and very stable, allowing them to fly down the sides of the dunes, 

which can be up to 400 feet high. They have armchair seats with 

seatbelts which must be worn throughout the entire driving 

adventure. Along the way , you will make a photo stop in the 

desert and have the opportunity to try sandboarding. and after 

your tour, you will transfer back to the pier.

 

sightseeing tours

Tambo Colorado &  
Lunch at Hacienda San Jose

Approximately 7 hours • $$$

You’ll depart from Pisco and drive through the desert to the 

ruins of Tambo Colorado. This well-preserved adobe and stone 

structure, in all likelihood built atop an ancient fortress of the 

pre-Inca culture of Chincha, was adapted and transformed into 

a grain depository, administrative and military center by the Inca 

Pachacutec in the 15th century. Even weather conditions such as 
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the Corrientes del Niño have not adversely affected this ancient 

complex, which continues to be the most interesting testimonial to 

the Inca culture on the Peruvian coast. There is evidence that the 

site was used to worship the sun, as well as study astronomy and 

everything related to agriculture. From Tambo Colorado you’ll 

continue on to Hacienda San José, a well-preserved 17th-century 

ranch house. Before enjoying a Creole buffet lunch and folklore 

show, be sure to see the beautiful chapel and, if interested, visit the 

catacombs. There is still a labyrinth of tunnels believed to link up 

with other ranches in order to facilitate the contraband trade in 

black slaves from Africa. From here, you’ll return to Pisco.

Peru’s “Galápagos:” the Ballestas Islands

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

You’ll transfer by bus from the Port of Pisco to the pier, where 

you’ll board your boat and ride to the scenic Ballestas Islands. 

Though on a much smaller scale, these islands represent Peru’s 

very own version of the Galapagos Islands. The Paracas Peninsula 

and nearby Ballestas Islands comprise the most important wildlife 

sanctuary on the Peruvian Coast. During your journey, you’ll 

marvel at the famous Candelabro, also known as Candelabra, 

a giant figure in the style of the Nazca drawings etched into the 

coastal hills. While cruising around the Ballestas Islands, you’ll 

have the opportunity to watch many different kinds of marine 

birds, including the frequently observed Guanay cormorant, 

Peruvian booby and Peruvian pelican. Humboldt penguins, 

Chilean flamingoes and large colonies of sea lions can also be 

found here. 
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adventure tours

Honey Suckle Beach Trail Ride 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$$

Mount your horse and ride along the powdery, white sand 

beaches of the North Coast, West Bay District of Grand Cayman. 

From atop your horse, you will have an excellent view of the reef 

protecting the natural lagoon. You will have the opportunity to 

take your mount into the water, a few feet from the shore. You will 

walk, trot or canter, depending on your own ability. After your 

exhilarating ride, you will return to the stable for the trip back to 

the cruise terminal.

sightseeing tours

Butterfly Farm Express

Approximately 1 hour • $

Experience a magical encounter with some of nature’s most 

beautiful creatures. Bring your camera and plenty of film! You 

will be met on the pier by a friendly staff member who will escort 

you to a waiting shuttle bus for the short trip to the mystical 

world of butterflies at the Butterfly Farm. Step into the tropical 

garden filled with butterflies from around the world. Stroll 

among the manicured gardens, ponds and waterfalls among 

spectacular tropical flowers and over 1,000 colorful butterflies. 

You will be surrounded by a myriad of colors as your guide 

explains the fascinating habits of butterflies, their life cycle and the 

miracle of metamorphosis. There will be free time to revisit your 

favorite areas of the complex or relax on the spacious, covered 
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downtown George Town with plenty of time for shopping or an 

afternoon shore excursion.

Butterflies & Beach

Approximately 3½ hour • $$

Your adventure begins as you board a waiting bus near the pier 

for your journey to Grand Cayman’s unforgettable Butterfly 

Farm. Prepare yourself for an encounter with some of nature’s 

most colorful creatures as you as you make your way out of the 

downtown area. Upon arrival, your guide will introduce you to 

this tropical garden teeming with butterflies from around the 

world. Experience a myriad of colors amid the lush local flora, as 

your expert guide explains the fascinating habits of these beautiful 

creatures as well as the miracle of metamorphosis. After enjoying 

the wonder of the butterfly world, it’s time to enjoy another of 

nature’s wonders—the powder white sand and crystal blue waters 

of Seven Mile Beach. Enjoy a welcome drink (non-alcoholic) 

upon arrival at Grand Cayman’s newest beach destination, Sea 

Grape Beach, located on world famous Seven Mile Beach. Relax 

on your own personal lounger with an umbrella, take a dip in the 

refreshing Caribbean waters or visit the bar and grill for some  

local specialties. 

The Trolley Roger

Approximately 1 hour • $

Grand Cayman’s rich history and folklore of pirates and hidden 

loot awaits you on the one and only Trolley Roger. Permission 

to come aboard maties, and bring yer wee ones too for a 

swashbuckling tour of George Town, Grand Cayman. Your expert 

guide relates the entertaining history of the island and its colorful 

past. This unique open-air trolley will take you past many of 

the 600 banks adjacent to some of the oldest buildings in Grand 

Cayman, the central park area and the statue of National Hero, 

Jim Bodden. You will pass through the beautiful residential area 

of South Sound, where you will see the intricate decoration of 

old-time Caymanian houses nestled amongst a myriad of tropical 

Caribbean flowers and trees. After a short stop at a favorite local 
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cake, followed by a trip straight to Hell! On the way to the rock 

formations that bear this unfortunate name, you’ll pass famous 

Seven Mile Beach , the Hotel Zone, the Governor’s Mansion and 

the Old Homestead. While at Hell, you’ll have the opportunity to 

send a postcard to family and friends postmarked from the Hell 

post office. Then, enjoy a 30-minute stop at Seven Mile Beach for 

photos and to dig your toes into the powder white sand or just 

enjoy the Caribbean water before returning to the ship.

Please note: Wear comfortable shoes; bring your camera. Guests 

who decide to stay at Seven Mile Beach are responsible for their own 

transportation back to ship.

Cayman Islands Heritage Tour

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Enjoy your visit to Grand Cayman experiencing the rich 

history and some of the exotic fauna and wildlife. Board an air-

conditioned bus and head south, through the historic South Sound 

area, past Smith Cove and along the coast, to explore the colorful 

history and wildlife of Grand Cayman. Your first stop, Pedro St. 

James “ Castle,” is the birthplace of democracy in the Cayman 

Islands. Visit the completely restored great house built in 1780, 

stroll through the beautiful gardens and other restored buildings 

overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Experience dazzling thunder and 

lightening storms inside the unique multimedia theater. From 

there, the tour will continue on to the Queen Elizabeth II Botanic 

Park—76 acres of natural and manicured grounds, restored 

Caymanian homes, brilliant native flora and fauna, native wildlife 

and the famous blue iguana, found only on Grand Cayman. Stroll 

by a riot of tropical color as you learn interesting facts about 

life past and present in Grand Cayman. After your tour of these 

beautiful gardens, it’s time to board your awaiting bus for the 

journey back along the coast to downtown George Town. 

Stingray Observatory & Island Drive 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

This great land and sea tour combination includes the Cayman 

Turtle Farm, Hell and world-renowned Stingray City, without 

getting wet! During the land tour you see Grand Cayman 

beach, the journey continues along the scenic coastal road towards 

Hog Sty Bay and the harbor area, passing McCoy’s Villa with 

chance to take a photo of this immaculately restored house. The 

tour ends in the center of George Town, where you can pick up 

some treasures of your own at the shops or return to the nearby 

cruise ship terminal.

Please note: This is an open-air trolley pulled behind a vehicle. 

Guests should dress accordingly on windy, rainy or cooler days. 

There is a considerable walk from the terminal to the bus terminal. 

Guests in wheelchairs must be able to step up and down from 

trolley. Wheelchairs must fold up and fit in back of the vehicle. 

Thriller Sea & Sand Adventure

Approximately 2¾ hours • $$

Get ready for the ride of your life as you board the Grand Cayman 

Thriller Boat! Feel the power of the engines as this off-shore racing 

boat pulls away from the dock and accelerates toward a day of 

fun in the sun. You’ll fly across the water at speeds of 50-60 mph 

as you journey south, taking in the beautiful shoreline of Grand 

Cayman. You’ll then race to the Northwest point past the turtle 

farm before slowing down for a short stop at Grand Cayman’s 

newest beach destination, Sea Grape Beach, on Seven Mile Beach. 

Step down onto the powder-white sand and relax in a beach chair 

for a little over an hour. Walk the beach, play in the crystal-clear 

Caribbean waters, or try a cold drink at the bar. The time is your 

to enjoy and soon you’ll board the thriller for a heart-pounding 

ride back to George Town Harbour to enjoy the rest of your day.

Cayman Sightseeing Adventure

Approximately 2½ hours • $

Come along for a fun-filled tour as you discover the colorful sights 

and sounds of Grand Cayman! First, you’ll journey into downtown 

George Town and view several of the most famous landmarks—

Fort George, the Legislative Assembly Building, Heroes Square, 

the Peace Memorial and many of Cayman’s numerous banks. 

At the Conch Shell House, take several photos of this beautiful 

home built in 1935 made with 4,000 conch shells. Next is the Rum 

Cake Factory, for a taste of Grand Cayman’s world famous rum 
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aquatic tours

Stingray City & Island Drive

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Begin your tour with an overview island drive, including such 

attractions as Seven Mile Beach, the rock formations of “Hell,” 

and a stop at a local rum center. You will be taken to the marina to 

board a covered boat for a trip to Stingray City. Snorkel equipment 

and life vests will be issued, along with instructions on snorkeling 

and precautions in feeding the stingrays. Snorkel in four-foot deep 

water to meet, feed, feel and film the beautiful stingrays! 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit. Bring a towel and camera.

Stingray City Sandbar Experience

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

National Geographic describes this as “ one of the most rewarding 

experiences in the Underwater World.” At the inland lagoon of 

North Sound, board a covered boat for a 30-minute cruise to 

Stingray City. Divers will hand-feed the rays to bring them closer 

to the boat. Pet the stingrays in only four feet of water at the sand 

bar. Certified instructors assist during the optional snorkeling 

time. Time spent with the stingrays is approximately one hour. 

Snorkel equipment is provided (no fins permitted). 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel.

Captain Nemo’s Snorkel Safari

Approximately 1¾ hours • $$

Enjoy the best of two kinds of undersea viewing! This tour is 

ideal for all the family, snorkelers and non-snorkelers alike. After 

a short bus transfer, you’ll board the Nautilus, the largest, most 

luxurious semi-submarine in the world. A fully narrated tour tells 

you the history and mystery of the ghostly shipwreck, the Cali. 

Then it’s on to the spectacular, colorful Cheeseburger Reef, where 

divers will hand-feed the fish at your window. Now it’s your turn! 

landmarks beginning with a trip to “Hell.” Here you will see the 

jagged rock formations that have fascinated tourists for years. If 

you wish, you may send a postcard to friends with an intriguing 

postmark. Next is a visit to the Cayman Turtle Farm, the only 

commercial sea turtle nursery in the world. At Stingray City, you 

will observe the graceful southern stingrays from the observatory 

without getting wet. You will watch dozens of these gorgeous, 

friendly creatures in their natural habitat as the diver feeds and 

interacts with them. The diver will assist in creating great photo 

opportunities of the stingrays. While relaxing in the spacious 

observatory you will receive narration to provide additional 

information about these fascinating creatures. Return to the bus 

and drive past renowned Seven-Mile Beach where blue waters 

meet sparkling white sands. Watch for Government House, the 

colonial-style mansion where His Excellency, the Governor, 

resides, and other George Town landmarks.

Grand Cayman Heritage &  
Boatswain’s Beach Turtle Farm

Approximately 2¾ hours • $$

Come along for a fun-filled day as you discover colorful Grand 

Cayman! First you’ll journey into downtown George Town and 

view several of the city’s most famous landmarks. You’ll pass by 

Fort George, the Legislative Assembly building, Heroes Square, 

the Peace Memorial and many of the numerous banks for which 

Grand Cayman is famous. After that, your tour goes straight 

to Hell. You’ll head North along famous Seven Mile Beach as 

your guide points out various points of interest along the way. 

You’ll pass by the hotel zone, world-famous Seven-Mile Beach, 

the Governor’s Mansion and the Old Homestead (an original 

Caymanian home) on your way to the unique natural limestone 

formations that gave Hell its unique name. You’ll have the 

opportunity to send a postcard to family or friends postmarked 

from Hell. Next stop is the Turtle Farm at Boatswain’s Beach 

where you’ll encounter magnificent green sea turtles weighing up 

to 600 pounds. Hold one of the yearlings at the touch tank and 

meet Cassidy at the Caiman Exhibit. You may encounter Kemp’s 

Ridley, loggerhead and hawksbill turtles. End your tour with a visit 

to the Rum Cake Factory for a taste of Grand Cayman’s renowned 

specialty before returning to downtown George Town.
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such as sergeant majors, angelfish, parrot fish, damsels, trumpet 

fish—maybe even a lobster or an eel! The dive lasts approximately 

30-45 minutes.

Please note: Completion of a medical form is required. Guests 

with any known medical conditions must have a doctor’s note to 

participate. Minimum age is 12 years.

Ray Runner Mini-Boat

Approximately 3 hours • $$

This is a small, personalized tour, for those who wish to avoid the 

large crowds. Full mini-boat driving instructions will be given and 

a guide/diver will accompany you on this tour. Start by taking 

command of your own boat and speeding out to world-famous 

Stingray City where you will experience the thrill of swimming 

with and feeding stingrays —truly wondrous creatures of the sea. 

From Stingray City, re-board your boat for the short trip to the 

underwater world of the Coral Gardens where you will snorkel 

the colorful coral reef and may even catch sight of one of Grand 

Cayman’s green sea turtles. From Coral Gardens you will pilot 

your boat back to the dock and board a bus for the return trip to 

George Town for shopping, or return directly to your ship. 

Please note: Snorkel gear and flotation devices are provided or you 

can bring your own. Not recommended for guest with neck or back 

injures or women who are more than one trimester pregnant.

Cheeseburger Reef Kayak & Snorkel 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Your tour will leave the cruise terminal for a short walk to the 

kayak departure point. Snorkel and safety equipment will be 

issued, and you will hear a full safety briefing and instructions. 

Then, you will board your kayak for a scenic kayak paddle in the 

crystal clear waters of Grand Cayman for a snorkel break at the 

wreck of the Cali, a masted schooner blown up by the British 

Corps of Engineers due to its potential hazard to the port. After 

re-boarding your kayak for the short paddle to Cheeseburger 

Reef, you will then slip into the water for some snorkeling around 

Cheeseburger Reef. Enjoy the magnificent views of the colorful 

coral reef, teeming with tropical sea life, accompanied by your 

Snorkeling from the spacious deck of the Nautilus, you can expect 

to see a huge variety of tropical fish, including stingrays, parrotfish, 

sergeant majors, tarpon and angelfish. Feed them if you wish 

and have them literally eating out of your hand! Non-snorkelers 

can watch the action from above or below the water. Snorkeling 

equipment, safety vest, professional instruction, supervision, ice 

water and transportation are all included.

Please note: Snorkeling time is approximately 40 minutes.

Two-Tank Certified Scuba Diving

Approximately 4 hours • $$$

Grand Cayman is a paradise for divers with translucent waters 

and dazzling marine life. Dive today from a luxury dive boat. 

The first of the tank dive is usually on the famous “ west wall,” to 

an average depth of 70 feet. The wall features many crevices and 

overhangs teeming with hard corals, colorful sponges and beautiful 

gorgonians. After the appropriate surface interval, the second 

site will be on one of Cayman’s coral reefs or ship wrecks. These 

shallow dive sites attract a colorful and diverse collection of fish 

and other marine life. Professional instructors will be available at 

all times. For the underwater photographer, the boat is camera-

friendly with freshwater rinse tanks. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel. Bring your C-card. 

Scuba equipment is provided. Waiver release form must be signed. 

Drinking water is provided and coolers are available for those who 

bring their own refreshments. Freshwater showers are available. 

Minimum age is 15 years.

Discover Scuba Diving

Approximately 3 hours • $$$

This program is designed as an introduction to the sport of scuba 

diving. You’ll start off with a brief lecture followed by time in the 

pool getting familiar with the dive equipment for approximately 

1½ hours. Then, once everyone is comfortable, make your way 

out of the pool and straight into the Caribbean Sea for a guided 

Scuba dive over Casuarina Reef Marine Park. While experiencing 

the sensation of weightlessness in the underwater world, expect 

to encounter some amazing tropical fish, corals and creatures 
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in front of your window. A knowledgeable marine expert will 

provide answers to your questions and informational narration on 

the amazing underwater world around you. Hear more tales of the 

high seas as the Seaworld Explorer takes you to see the wreck of the 

Balboa. The Balboa is a 375-foot freighter traveling from Cayman 

to Cuba when she encountered one of the worst hurricanes in the 

island’s history in 1932. The Seaworld Explorer then brings you 

back to the dock in the heart of George Town.

Glass-Bottom Boat

Approximately 1 hour • $

Welcome aboard the Reef Roamer—a glass-bottom boat! View the 

beautiful, exciting underwater world of Grand Cayman, where the 

reefs abound with awesome shipwrecks, tropical fish, sponges and 

vivid coral. Take in a panoramic view of the famous Seven Mile 

Beach and the ever-changing colors of the ocean. 

Land & Sea Combination 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Explore the marine paradise of Cheeseburger Reef and the ghostly 

shipwrecks of the Cali and Balboa on board a semi-submarine. An 

expert narrator and fish-feeding divers make it a true adventure! 

Then, step aboard a bus for a tour past the Governor’s residence 

located on Seven Mile Beach. Next is a visit to “ Hell,” named for 

its unusual rock formations. Along the way, one of the island’s 

rum-cake centers provides a sample of this island delicacy. Return 

to the cruise ship landing, where you are within walking distance 

of the downtown shops.

Nautilus One Semi-Submersible

Approximately 1¼ hours • $$

After a short bus transfer, you will board the Nautilus semi-sub 

for an exciting undersea tour, gliding gracefully through Cayman’s 

tropical waters, but never completely submerged in a spacious, air-

conditioned underwater observatory. A marine expert tells you the 

history of the ghostly Cali and Balboa shipwrecks. At Cheeseburger 

Reef a diver hand-feeds the fish at your window.

guide. Hop back into your kayak for a leisurely paddle back to 

your departure point. From here, it will be a short walk back to the 

cruise terminal or time for shopping in George Town, if you wish. 

boat tours

Atlantis Submarine Grand Cayman

Approximately 1½ hours (45-minute dive)• $$$

On board the state-of-the-art, air-conditioned, 48-passenger 

Atlantis XI submarine, you’ll embark on a breathtaking voyage to 

explore the beautiful sponges, intricate corals and exotic tropical 

fish within a few feet of your large viewport. The submarine 

cabin maintains sea level pressure (easy on the ears). A space-age 

adventure under the sea! 

Please note: Those concerned about safety should note that the 

Atlantis is naturally buoyant; if there are any systems problems, the 

submarine will simply rise to the surface. Children less than three 

feet tall are not permitted. In order to enter the submarine, you 

must climb backwards down a short step ladder.

Seaworld Explorer Semi-Submarine  
Reef & Shipwreck Expedition 

Approximately 1 hour • $$

The new Seaworld Explorer is a state-of-the-art semi-submarine 

developed for comfort and maximum viewing of the shallow 

reefs. The vessel does not submerge. You descend into the hull of 

this cruising underwater observatory and sit in air-conditioned 

comfort five feet below the surface of the water. As you explore 

you will view an abundance of marine life through large, clear 

windows. Seaworld Explorer departs from the dock right by the 

cruise ship dock in downtown George Town. The first site you visit 

is a dramatic shipwreck, the Cali, a steel schooner built in 1900. 

This ship ran aground 100 yards off the coast of Grand Cayman 

in 1944. From here, your captain takes you to Cheeseburger Reef. 

Be sure to have your camera ready when the diver enters the water 

and begins to feed the hundreds of multicolored tropical fish right 
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adventure tours

Grand Turk Bike, Hike & Swim 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Join an exhilarating adventure as you tour this small island with 

a large history by bike! You will navigate towards town, making 

your way to the Salt Pans. In this area you will stop to learn more 

about Grand Turk’s salt-raking past. You will then make your 

to the northwest end of the island with fantastic east and west 

coast views. You will stop at an area to look for flamingos, and 

learn about their migratory habits. Then you’re off again, headed 

south. This will be your longest pedal towards your next stop, 

Madison Point. Here, you will park your bike and hike along an 

area rich with mangroves and many varieties of birds. As you hike 

your guide will point out and provide interesting information on 

the many plants important to the eco-system. Your hike ends at 

beautiful Madison Beach where you can take a dip in the cool, 

clear water. You will then hike back to the trail starting point 

where you will ride your bike back to the terminal.

Please note: Wear insect repellent and sunscreen.

Horseback Ride & Swim 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$$

Depart the pier in air-conditioned comfort for a scenic 20-minute 

bus ride along the coast and across the island, passing Governor’s 

Beach, the local airport and one of Grand Turk’s natural salinas 

that has been restored to show visitors how salt is obtained in its 

natural form. Salt was once Grand Turk’s main source of income. 

Drive past charming Cockburn Town—the administrative and 

political capital of the Turks & Caicos Islands, before reaching the 

Grand Turk Indigenous Horse Shelter where your tour begins. 
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beach, enjoying the views of the crystal clear Atlantic Ocean. The 

guide will then unsaddle your horse in preparation for a swim. 

You then remount your horse, with a halter and enter the ocean 

for a horseback swim. Afterwards, take a shower and relax before 

being transferred back to the ship. If you are lucky you may catch a 

glimpse of the famous, endangered pink flamingos as they bask in 

the sun in the many salinas on the island.

Please note: Bring a towel, swimsuit and camera.

4x4 Safari

Approximately 2 hours • $$

Experience the natural history and cultural heritage of Grand 

Turk in a safari-themed 4x4 vehicle. Learn about Grand Turk’s 

rich history and culture, as it was reputed to be the place where 

Christopher Columbus made his first landfall in the West Indies. 

Drive to Governor’s Beach and past the Freighters Dock cargo 

port before heading into the nation’s capital city, Cockburn Town. 

Travel through the town along historic Pond Street, enjoying the 

views of the ruins of the old salina. Hear how salt was derived 

through natural process of “ solarization” and observe the 

windmills that were used to funnel natural sea water from one 

salina to another. Near the town center, your guide will escort 

you on a 15-minute leisurely walk down quaint Front Street lined 

with turn of the century Bermuda-style architecture. Next you will 

travel off the beaten path to North Wells in search of a glimpse of 

the famous, endangered pink flamingos that can be seen foraging 

through the silty bottom of the salina ponds in search of brine 

shrimp and other crustaceans. Enter North Wells by way of a 

narrow sand track where tour buses dare not venture on your way 

around the island, past the North Creek (a ships’ haven during a 

hurricane) and the St. Thomas Anglican Church—the first church 

built on Grand Turk. On the South-eastern side of the island take 

in the view of Gibb’s Cay before returning to the ship.

Please note: Bring a towel, swimsuit, camera and aqua shoes. 
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charming Cockburn Town—the administrative and political 

capital of the Turks & Caicos. After a quick look of the capital 

you will make your way to North Wells in search of a glimpse of 

the famous, endangered pink flamingos that can be seen foraging 

through the silty bottom of the salina ponds in search of brine 

shrimp and other crustaceans. Enter North Wells by way of a 

narrow sand track where tour buses dare not venture on your way 

around the island, pass the North Creek to the northernmost tip of 

the island. Back in your buggy, journey along the east coast back to 

the cruise ship pier.

Please note: Bring a towel, swimsuit, camera and aqua shoes.

sightseeing tours

A Taste of Grand Turk 

Approximately 2¾ hours • $$

Your sojourn to this last bastion of Caribbean life begins with 

your driver/guide greeting you at the port. It’s only a ten minute 

ride from the cruise center to beautiful Duke Street, through 

Cockburn Town with its Bermudian-style architecture, haunted 

house and old jail. The Turks & Caicos National Museum is set 

in Guinep House. It is named for the huge fruit-bearing tree at its 

entrance and is approximately 190 years old. The original structure 

was of simple construction containing two rooms up and two 

rooms down, built from the timbers and “finds” from shipwrecks. 

Over the years side wings were attached and the original kitchen, 

built away from the house is now connected along with duplex 

porches. This building and the museum it houses features exhibits 

that range from bush medicine to artifacts from the early days 

and before to the original inhabitants, the Lucayans. This is a 

place of firsts—the Molasses Reef shipwreck was the first of its 

kind found in the western hemisphere, and it is also where John 

Glenn splashed down in Friendship 7 on his first orbital mission. 

Bermudians developed the original salt industry from the ponds 

in the central part of the island. Don’t miss the fascinating exhibit 

of historic “Messages in a Bottle” along with the chronicles of the 

slave years. Your tour will be guided and the pièce de résistance 

will be a private tour to the conservation laboratory where you 

Mangrove Clear Kayaking & Snorkeling

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Your kayak experience begins when traveling to the kayak start 

point at South Creek. You will be met by your kayak guide and he/

she will provide you with safety and paddling instructions before 

you board your two-person glass bottom kayak for the experience 

of a lifetime. Paddle through still, shallow waters as your guide 

provides you with interesting information regarding the plant 

and animal life that make the mangroves their home. Explore 

small coves and learn about the importance of the mangroves to 

the ecosystem. You will then arrive at Madison Point where you 

will leave your kayak on the shore. You will hike approximately 

five minutes to a pristine white-sand beach. Upon arrival at the 

beach, feel free to explore the point, sunbathe or snorkel the reef 

at Madison Point to see the amazing fish and coral life in the 

beautiful Caribbean water. After your tour you will then re-board 

your air-conditioned transportation for the return to the cruise 

terminal. 

Please note: Participants should be in good physical condition 

and should be able to paddle 45 minutes to Madison. Wear your 

swimsuit under your clothing. Bring sensible footwear, sunscreen, 

sunglasses, a hat and a towel.

Dune Buggy Safari

Approximately 2 hours • $$$

If you are adventurous at heart, climb behind the wheel of a 

purpose-built, tubular-frame dune buggy. Head off down the 

narrow tracks that skirt the beach and rocky coastline to the 

south-east side of the island. Stop at one of the many breathtaking 

white sand beaches where you can view Gibb’s Cay and a few 

other uninhabited islands that are visible in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Get back into your buggy for the drive to Governor’s Beach where 

you can glimpse Grand Turk’s nine- hole golf course which is 

actually situated on the Governor’s residential grounds. View the 

crystal clear waters and the Freighters’ Dock—the only cargo port 

on the island—then you will see John Glenn’s capsule located at 

the entrance to the international airport. Pass the many salinas 

that were used to obtain salt in its natural form on your way to 
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The Clock Tower: the Millennium Clock Lighthouse Park.

Grand Turk Lighthouse: built in England in 1852 and then 

shipped to the island. Trails down to the coast showcase 

indigenous plants.

Governor’s Beach Break

Duration varies • $

Escape to Grand Turk’s Governor’s Beach for a relaxing day of 

sun worshiping, swimming and snorkeling. The air-conditioned, 

round-trip transportation on a comfortable mini-bus takes you to 

Governor’s Beach, situated within the Columbus Landfall National 

Park. En route from the cruise center to the beach, your driver 

and guide will provide interesting information regarding the Turks 

& Caicos Islands. Upon arrival you will be greeted by a friendly 

staff. Lounge chairs and snorkel equipment are included, as are 

instructions on how and where to snorkel. Float mats are limited 

but are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Restroom 

facilities and freshwater showers and foot baths are available. This 

excursion is perfect for beginner snorkelers or for those who want 

a more relaxing beach experience. Return to the terminal is at your 

leisure, the transportation runs approximately every 20 minutes

Please note: The beach has facilities and a snack bar if you wish to 

purchase snacks or drinks. 

Grand Turk Eco Safari 

Approximately 2¼ hours • $$

Discover hidden wonders in areas not usually discovered by 

visitors as this excursion that takes you to the most pristine areas 

of Grand Turk. Your friendly driver and guide will meet you 

at the cruise center where you will board your air-conditioned 

“safari” bus. En route to the northernmost end of the island, your 

experienced guide will provide you with the geological history of 

Grand Turk and the Turks & Caicos Islands. Once on the north 

side of Grand Turk you will explore areas frequented by many 

varieties of birds. You will visit North Creek where at times during 

the year you can see the brilliant, pink flamingos. Your guide 

will discuss those that are indigenous to the Turks & Caicos and 

will explain the migratory habit of others. You will then travel to 

will see recent discoveries and see the measures made to protect 

their heritage. This area is not open to the public so you will have a 

unique view of puzzle pieces that tell of adventures long ago. Now 

you’ll drive to Turks Head Mansion, built in 1830 by Bermudian 

shipwright Jonathan Glass. In the latter part of the 19th century 

the American Consulate took occupancy here and early in the 

20th century the building became the government doctor’s 

residence and dispensary. In its last reincarnation, it was owned 

by a Hollywood movie producer who used it exclusively for his 

film crews and movie productions. Today Turks Head Mansion 

operates as a dining and accommodation establishment catering 

to all. Your tour time will determine the menu—Caribė Cravings 

are offered in late morning and at lunchtime, and Carib Tea 

Tastings are served in the afternoon. Dining is available indoors or 

outdoors. 

The Grand Turk Experience: Your Way All Day

Duration varies • $

With your wristband as your admission ticket, enjoy and explore 

the island at your leisure on a fully-narrated tour of the highlights 

of Grand Turk. Board specially-designed buses that run every 15 

minutes in a continuous loop around the island, enabling you to 

hop on and off the bus as often as you like at any of the scheduled 

stops. This unique tour not only allows you to traverse the entire 

island, it also includes admission to Grand Turk’s most popular 

attractions: 

Her Majesty’s Prison: a 19th-century prison that was recently 

refurbished to welcome visitors. You can visit inside, and those 

who behave themselves will allowed to leave.

Lighthouse Nature Park: with tours through the historic 

lighthouse grounds and two nature trails (one for beginners and 

the other for more advanced hikers)—a sanctuary for many 

species of birds and an outstanding location for bird watching.

The Salt Ponds: inland lakes ideal for drying salt, started by 

Bermudians nearly three centuries ago, when George Washington 

purchased their product. 

Old Town Grand Turk: charming Front Street runs parallel to the 

beach with century-old wooden houses built from ship wrecks. 

Don’t miss the bright pink courthouse and the office of the Chief 

Minister.
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minute safety briefing will inform you about the tour. You will be 

taught hand signals for communicating and given a description of 

what you will see when you descend. Guests are required to weigh 

at least 80 pounds and be in good health. Along with your small 

group of eight guests, blue tang, parrot, wrasse, sergeant majors are 

a few of the friends you will make. And the corals are considered 

the most alive of any of the reefs in the Caribbean region. Stingrays 

and sea turtles are plentiful. Learn about this undiscovered 

underwater paradise. You’ll love being a part of its exploration. 

Gibbs Cay Beach & Stingray Encounter

Approximately 2 hours • $$

Join this fun island experience as you swim with the stingrays at 

Gibbs Cay. Your adventure begins at the cruise terminal where 

you are greeted by a friendly crew. You will then board the boat 

that will take you to your destination—pristine, uninhabited 

Gibbs Cay. Upon arrival, your crew will provide you with snorkel 

equipment, a safety briefing and use instructions. If you wish, feel 

free to explore the coral reef about 50 yards from the beach and 

get up-close-and-personal with a myriad of colorful fish. During 

your time at Gibbs Cay, your crew will demonstrate the art of 

cleaning a conch. Conch is a local tradition and delicacy in all the 

local restaurants. Explore pretty Gibbs Cay, go in search of the 

elusive osprey, or swim from the beach with the stingrays. Watch 

as one-by-one these graceful creatures approach the small bay. 

Your crew will assist you in handling these beautiful sea animals. 

After swimming with the rays, you may choose to relax with a 

beverage on the white sand. You will then re-board your boat for 

the relaxing return to the town dock.

Please note: Explore the island would involve walking on rough 

terrain and steep hills. Shoes are required for this; however, you can 

stay at the beach. Wear your swimsuit under your clothing. Bring 

sensible footwear, sunscreen, sunglasses, a hat and a towel.

a shelly beach area where you will have the opportunity to walk 

along the white sand in search of conch shells and sand dollars 

as your guide explains how the shells are shaped over time. You 

will re-board your transport for the scenic ride south stopping 

at a beach area where your guide will discuss Grand Turk’s reef 

system—the third largest in the world. At South Creek, you 

will discover the wonders of the mangrove system. In this truly 

beautiful and serene area your guide will discuss the importance 

of the mangrove to the eco-system, and if you are lucky you will 

catch a glimpse of the elusive osprey. Return to the cruise center 

and your ship.

aquatic tours

Grand Turk Snuba Adventure

Approximately 2 hours • $$

At the pier you will board the tender for a short water trip to the 

vessel Sea Trekker. On board, you’ll receive a safety briefing and 

a description of what you will be seeing. SNUBA is a way for four 

people and a guide to explore the waters to a depth of fifteen 

to eighteen feet—a magnificent opportunity to view a marine 

universe that is mainly unexplored and to frolic with the fish. 

SNUBA allows you to breathe with a regulator and swim freely 

without a tank on your back (the source of air floats in a small 

vessel above you). It’s the first step in learning to dive—don’t miss 

it! After your tour, you have the option to relax on Sea Trekker 

with some refreshments or immerse yourself, once again, in this 

wet and wonderful paradise with snorkel gear included. 

Grand Turk Helmet Dive

Approximately 2 hours • $$$

Imagine an underwater world so totally unvisited that the reefs 

have no names. Walk on the floor of the sea just a ladder’s length 

down. You don’t even have to know how to swim, just walk on 

the floor of this amazing place 10 to 20 feet beneath the surface. A 

helmet will provide air and stability. The trail is marked for you, 

and your guide will point out special denizens of the deep. A ten-
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Mini-Boat Adventure & Snorkeling

Approximately 2½ - 3 hours • $$$$ per boat 
Each boat accommodates up to two guests

Set out from the launching area in your personal watercraft. First, 

you will receive comprehensive instructions about the safety and 

operation of the mini-boat. Then, you will captain your own boat 

along the turquoise waters on the west coast of Grand Turk. Your 

first stop will be a pristine snorkeling spot at the Amphitheatre 

Reef. Here you will enjoy the colorful reef, snorkeling in 10 to 15 

feet of water. You will encounter an abundance of tropical fish 

and a wide variety of healthy coral. Afterwards, you’ll be off again 

to your next stop at Pillory Beach, a beautiful, secluded, white-

sand beach. Enjoy a swim, snorkel or just relax on the beach. 

From there you will head off again for your adventure back to the 

launching area. On your voyage back, enjoy the views from your 

boat of historical Cockburn Town—the capital of the Turks and 

Caicos, and of course, your impressive cruise ship. At all stops you 

will tie up to a mooring buoy and wade or swim to shore. 

Please note: Itinerary is weather-dependent. Minimum age is 10 

years. Participants must be 19 years or older to drive the boat. 

All participants must wear a life jacket. No pregnant women can 

participate in this tour. Bring a towel.

Discover Scuba

Approximately 3 hours • $$$

If you have always wanted to learn to dive, now is the time to 

discover scuba! The Turks and Caicos features the third largest 

barrier reef in the world—what a perfect opportunity to experience 

why divers vote Grand Turk one of the top-five best diving 

destinations in the Caribbean-Atlantic! Your scuba adventure 

begins when you are met at the dock by your instructor/guide. 

You will then make the short trip to the dive shop where you will 

be outfitted and hear a safety briefing. You will then depart by boat 

to a pristine coral reef. Here, your instructor will provide you with 

the basic scuba instruction you require to explore the underwater 

world with expert assistance. Then, you will re-board your boat for 

the return to shore and the dive shop. You’ll have a few minutes to 

browse at the dive store before returning to the cruise terminal.

Power Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 2¼ hours • $$

Board a comfortable air-conditioned bus that will take you to 

one of Grand Turk’s beautiful, white-sand beaches. Your guide 

will provide you with snorkel equipment and a handheld Power 

Snorkel Unit. After you hear brief safety and use instructions, 

you will take off for a snorkeling experience of a lifetime, gliding 

gracefully through the water, soaring over beautiful coral reefs. 

Afterwards, enjoy sunbathing, swimming or snorkeling from the 

beach. On your Power Snorkel Adventure, you will explore reefs 

farther from shore by simply touching the unit to go and releasing 

to stop. This is an adventure no to be missed.

Ultimate Snorkeling Adventure

Approximately 2¼ hours • $

Join the ultimate snorkel experience! Your adventure begins at the 

cruise terminal where you are greeted by the friendly crew. Board 

the boat and the your guide will provide you with all your snorkel 

equipment and give you a safety briefing along with instructions 

on the use of the snorkeling equipment. Then, you are off to 

your first destination—pristine Horseshoe Reef. Here you will 

snorkel in 6 to 12 feet of water and see amazing colorful fish that 

surround the island of Grand Turk. While exploring, your friendly 

and knowledgeable crew will lead you through the reef system 

identifying the various tropical fish and coral species answering 

any questions you may have. Fish identification cards will also be 

provided to help you learn the various species of fish while you are 

snorkeling. After experiencing the shallow reefs, you will re-board 

the boat to make the short trip to your second stop on another 

reef near Round Cay. Here, you will see why Grand Turk is one 

of the world’s top dive destinations. See for yourself the brilliant 

coral and fish life on the reef and enjoy the turquoise water and all 

it offers before re-boarding your boat for the relaxing return to the 

cruise terminal. 

Please note: This tour is not for guests with a heart condition. Wear 

your swimsuit; bring sunscreen, a towel and hat.
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the northern coast of Grand Turk. You just need to sit back and 

relax to the island tunes as you wind up your amazing journey, 

your crew will take care of everything. 

Please note: Snorkel, mask, fins, safety vest, float and snorkeling 

instruction provided. You may have to enter the water and wade to 

access the beach. Oasis Breezer served after snorkeling. 

 boat tours

Offshore Sportfishing

Approximately 3 hours • $$$$

Join a local captain aboard a 27-foot offshore fishing boat to troll 

for a variety of sportfish that inhabit the waters surrounding Grand 

Turk. After a brief orientation, the lines will be in the water rigged 

to target such species as yellow fin tuna, Cero mackerel, wahoo 

and blue marlin. Reel in your trophy fish using the highest quality 

tackle available, Penn International big game reels and rods. All 

fishing equipment, soft drinks and water are included.

Please note: Fishing is catch-and-release. The tour travels in open 

water and is not recommend for guests who suffer from seasickness.

Two-Tank Certified Dive

Approximately 4 hours • $$$

The Turks and Caicos features the third largest barrier reef in the 

world, which makes the islands a diver’s paradise. You will be met 

at the cruise ship dock by your dive instructor/guide, then make 

the short trip to the dive shop where you will be outfitted and 

will receive a safety briefing. Depart by boat to your dive site, a 

pristine coral reef. Explore up close incredible sea life and colorful 

fish as you explore the reef rich with healthy varieties of coral. You 

will have approximately one hour of diving at the first site before 

re-boarding the boat for the motor to the second dive site. Relax 

on board for one hour before re-entering the water to explore 

the incredible reef system for an additional hour. After you have 

explored the underwater world you will re-board your boat for 

Reef Snorkel & Stingray Safari 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

This combination tour lets you experience the two premier 

attractions in the picturesque turquoise waters around Grand 

Turk—pristine coral reef snorkeling and stingrays at play! 

Your tour begins at the cruise terminal where you will board 

a snorkeling boat. The crew will provide you with snorkel 

equipment as well as a safety briefing and use instructions. Your 

first snorkeling stop is a private, untouched reef off the coast of 

Grand Turk. This secluded haven filled with pristine corals, sea 

fans, sponges and the bright tropical fish life of the Caribbean will 

be yours exclusively to enjoy for the day. Next, you and your fellow 

guests will enjoy a short ride and some refreshments en route to 

the stingray playground! Stingrays will greet you as you enter the 

water, softly swimming past with a gentle wave of their wide wings. 

These friendly, wild Atlantic Stingrays will let you stroke their soft 

bodies and play with them in their own little playground! The 

water is shallow and crystal clear—a perfect spot for memorable 

vacation photographs. 

Catamaran Sailaway,  
Cotton Cay Beach & Snorkel 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Sailing on one of the most beautiful catamarans in the Caribbean 

to white sand beaches and the promise of extraordinary 

snorkeling. At the cruise center, you will board the spacious 

78-foot Oasis Sea Passion catamaran where a courteous crew will 

be at your service. With gentle trade winds, you will have a magical 

experience sailing through the crystal clear turquoise water from 

Grand Turk to Cotton Cay. At the uninhabited island of Cotton 

Cay you will stop to snorkel over an underwater coral reef paradise 

that is teaming with the bright tropical fish life of the Caribbean. 

This secluded snorkeling haven will be yours for the day to enjoy 

alone. On the private beach, take time to sink your toes into the 

soft white sand as you unwind, relax on a float or discover the 

treasures of the island. Once you re-board, your friendly crew will 

serve you the legendary Oasis Breezer to sip on as you sail along 
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Hacienda Rodeo Grande 

Approximately 8 hours • $$$

Don’t miss this chance to see rural Ecuador at work. Set off from 

the pier for a drive along the “Perimeter” freeway which links the 

port to the huge Puente de la Unidad Nacional bridge connecting 

Guayaquil with the interior provinces of Ecuador. You will travel 

in a northeast direction to the Province of Los Ríos, a 60-mile 

(two-hour) drive each way. During the coach ride, watch for crops 

of rice, sugar cane, pineapple, cacao and corn. Take advantage 

of a short stop to taste fruits of the season. Then, continue your 

journey to Babahoyo, capital of the province and to the Hacienda 

Rodeo Grande and its banana plantations and stockbreeding 

facility. This is the only place in the country where buffalo are 

bred. Upon arrival, you will taste fresh fruit juice made from “tree 

tomato” or naranjilla—a typical and delicious fruit that grows 

only in Ecuador and Colombia. Then you may taste the typical 

patacones, fried plantain tortillas with cheese. While at the ranch 

you will have the chance to visit a banana plantation where you 

will be able to see and learn about all the stages of the banana-

growing process, from planting trees to packing the bananas for 

export. You will also have the opportunity take photographs of 

the water buffalo. A delicious lunch, including typical Ecudorian 

foods, will be served at the hacienda as you listen to music 

performed by local musicians. After lunch, enjoy some free time 

for souvenir shopping or, if you wish, just stroll the paths of the 

hacienda before returning to Guayaquil.

Please note: Wear walking shoes, sunscreen and insect repellent.

➤	 guayaquil,  
ecuador

the relaxing return to shore and the dive shop. You will have a few 

minutes to browse in the dive shop for a memento or two before 

returning to the cruise terminal. 

Please note: Bring your C-card. You must have logged a dive in the 

last two years.

Light Tackle Fishing

Approximately 3 hours • $$$$

Both experienced anglers and beginners will love this chance to 

catch a hard-hitting flats fish. Board transportation for the short 

transfer to the flats boats located at one of Grand Turk’s inland 

saltwater lakes. Meet your fishing guide and embark the 17-foot 

flats series skiff. After a short power ride to the hot spot, the guide 

will pole the boat within striking distance of species such as, bone 

fish, tarpon, jack, and snapper. If you are new to fly fishing, the 

guide will also demonstrate the proper casting technique. All 

fishing equipment and soft drinks are included.

Please note: Spin casting and fly fishing techniques may be used. 

There are no restrooms available during the tour.
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you will travel along the Río Guayas. Take in views of the beautiful 

Malecón—the city’s promenade and pride of the Guayaquileños. 

This promenade was built in Italian Renaissance style (1924-28) 

and has been lovingly restored as part of the city’s regeneration 

program. On this waterfront walk, you will find entertainment, 

culture and nature. The Palacio de Gobernación (the provincial 

government seat) opposite was built in 1922. You will stop at the 

new anthropological museum to learn about the different cultures 

and ethnic groups that have thrived in Ecuador over the centuries.

Later, you will drive past the cemetery near Cerro El Carmen 

and have time for handicraft shopping at a quality souvenir shop 

before returning to the pier.

Please note: In the unlikely event that the Museo Municipal is 

closed, another quality anthropology museum will be substituted.

Guayaquil City & Historical Park 

Approximately 5½ hours • $$

Starting from the pier you will drive through the center of 

Guayaquil, getting acquainted with this city during a short 

panoramic tour. You will pass by the most interesting sights of 

this huge city, then cross the river and arrive at the Historical Park 

of Guayaquil. The Parque Histórico Guayaquil is a project of the 

Central Bank of Ecuador—an attempt to recapture Ecuador’s 

culture for its children. This Park is an invitation to discover a 

profound but fading sense of identity. Once inside the park, stroll 

over wooden boardwalk trails and find yourself transported to a 

world where past becomes present. In one beautiful journey, you 

will see before your very eyes the species that used to populate the 

ancient province of Guayas, from deer to tapirs, monkeys to wild 

cats. You will discover an amazing world, and at the same time 

discover that nature is an essential part of Ecuadorian and not 

just something to admire from afar. You will then find yourself 

in a late-19th-century suburb. The streets and houses bring you a 

little closer to the recent past. Finally, walk through a reproduction 

of the local countryside to a hacienda, complete with buildings, 

traditions and evident wealth. You will discover the way in which 

the craftsmen used to work. You can watch or even take part in the 

duties of the hacienda and discover this low-profile side of coastal 

life which has remained virtually unchanged since the colonial era.

Hacienda 
Rosa Herminia  

Approximately 8 hours • $$$

Immerse yourself in the culture of the Ecuadorian coast and 

experience a day at a typical hacienda. Here you will learn more 

about the local history as well as the common practices of the 

cacao cultivation and cattle breeding. You will also have the 

opportunity to help the farmers with their daily work. Hacienda 

Rosa Herminia is situated on the banks of the river Daule, 60 

miles from Guayaquil. You’ll drive approximately 1½ - 2 hours 

to La Paz. Equipped with a life jacket you’ll cross the river by 

canoe. Upon arrival at the farm, coffee and snacks, such as 

patacones, fried plantain tortillas with cheese, will be served 

in the main house. Later you will have a chance to take a look 

around the property to gain an impression of farm life. Admire 

the architecture of the houses constructed on stilts, typical for 

the coastal region. Demonstrate your farming abilities as you try 

milking or weighing the cows. The path to the museum leads 

you past orange and grapefruit groves and banana plantations. 

The small on-site museum displays more than 200 archaeological 

artifacts of the Milagro-Quevedo found here. Take a closer look 

at one of the cacao plantations and learn more about the harvest 

process before you head back to the hacienda. Your day of work 

will be rewarded with a typical Ecuadorian lunch. 

Please note: Wear good walking shoes and sunscreen.

Guayaquil & Anthropology Museum 

Approximately 5 hours • $$

During your city tour of Guayaquil, discover the most interesting 

parts of this tropical and busy Pacific port. You will visit the 

pleasant Parque Simón Bolívar, also known as Plaza de las Iguanas, 

which has already celebrated its 100th birthday. On its western 

side you will find the cathedral (1948) in classic gothic style. 

The original wooden cathedral (built in 1547) was completely 

destroyed by the 1896 city fire. Only the small Las Peñas quarter, 

in the north of the city, was preserved and is now the oldest and 

last picturesque vestige of colonial Guayaquil. On your journey, 
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Many of the shore excursions and watersport “toy” rentals  
on Half Moon Cay require that you sign a waiver release form. 

adventure tours

Eco Lagoon Kayak Adventure 

Approximately 1½ hours (1 hour paddling) • $

Join an island guide on a kayak adventure on Bone Fish Lagoon.

The lagoon comprises over 1,400 square acres of protected

habitat and is home to numerous species of flora ranging from

red mangroves to the ornamental silver buttonwood tree. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a hat and sunscreen.

Parasailing

Approximately 1 hour (5-minute ride) • $$

Don a “parachute” and take off from behind a speed boat as the 

wind catches your chute, lifting you into the sky. A platform is 

attached to the boat for a dry landing. Life vest provided.

Please note: Maximum weight 250 lbs. Wind conditions dictate 

whether guests parasail in pairs or as singles. Altitude varies but 

may be as high as 450 feet. 

Deep-Sea Fishing

Approximately 2 hours (1½ hours fishing time) • $$$

Try snagging “the big one,” as you fish the waters of Half Moon 

Cay in search of wahoo, snapper and grouper, assisted by the crew. 

Fishing is catch-and-release. All equipment provided.

Please note: Bring a hat and sunscreen. No restrooms available.

➤	 half moon  
cay,  
bahamasLandmarks of Quito & Otavalo Market Town 

Overland Adventure

2 days/1 night • Single/double per person: $$$$

Day 1 (D, L)

Transfer from the pier in Guayaquil for a flight to Quito. Upon 

arrival, you will head straight to a local restaurant for a delicious 

Ecuadorian meal. Next, you’ll visit the complex of Mitad del 

Mundo for the rare experience of standing in both the northern 

and southern hemispheres simultaneously. Visit the monument 

and the Ethnographical Museum that shows the history of 

the Indian cultures of Ecuador. Continue to colonial Quito 

where your guide will take you on a one-hour walk through the 

culturally diverse history of Quito. Visit Independence Square, 

see the outside of the Government Palace and the Cathedral, and 

step inside the Jesuit church of La Compania de Jesus. Finally, 

you’ll visit the Square of San Francisco. Your coach will drive up 

Panecillo Hill to provide you with photo opportunities before 

checking in at your hotel where dinner will be served tonight.

Day 2 (B, L,)

After breakfast, check out of the hotel and start your tour to 

Otavalo. This northern province of Ecuador is known for its 

natural beauty and for the extraordinary variety of souvenirs 

produced here. This town is home to a very famous indigenous 

market where you will learn about the construction of all types of 

handicrafts. There’s plenty of time to take pictures and buy some 

souvenirs. After this amazing experience, you’ll drive to one of the 

typical haciendas of the region and stop for lunch. Enjoy some free 

time to walk in the beautiful gardens of this property, then you will 

continue to Cotacachi—Ecuador’s leather center. Here you will 

have some time to explore one of the stores and make purchases 

if you wish. Drive back to the airport in Quito for your flight to 

Manta, where you will transfer back to the pier.

Please note: The Otavalo Market is most lively on Thu and Sun.
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the early inhabitants to the present day. The guide also identifies 

the flora and fauna on the island, pointing out plants used for 

medicinal purposes by the locals, and the many species of birds in 

this renowned, bird-watching sanctuary.

Please note: Ride covers approximately three miles. All bikes are 

equipped with baskets, flags and helmets. Minimum age is 12 years. 

Water and soft drinks are included. 

 sightseeing tours

Historic Nature Walk

Approximately 1¼ hours • $

Join an island guide for an informative and moderately paced 

1½-mile walk on a sandy path through this tropical paradise, 

viewing tropical palms, sea grape trees, curly-tailed lizards and 

bananaquit birds. Your guide tells tales of Bahamian history, 

beginning with the island’s first visitors, piracy, slavery and the 

present-day. You will also stop at some small historical ruins.

Floating Foam Mats 

All day • $

Do nothing! Relax on a floating foam mat and while away the day 

on the beach or on the water. Wear plenty of sunscreen.

 
 aquatic tours

All-Day Snorkel Gear Rental

$ 

Designed especially for those who are new to snorkeling, this tour 

is based on the beach. Rental staff members will be on hand to 

provide assistance with fitting gear if needed. There is no coral at 

this site, so you will be able to stand up whenever you wish. 

Horseback Riding by Land & Sea

Approximately 1½ hours (45 minutes of riding) • $$

Saddle up for the experience of a lifetime! After a short tram ride 

to the corral you’ll receive an orientation before setting out on a 

ride along winding trails up to the highest point on the island for 

a panoramic view of Half Moon Cay and the surrounding islands 

before you continue along the bay, back to the corral. Enjoy a 

refreshment as your horse is “dressed” for swimming in a special 

saddle pad and a rope halter (no saddle), then you’ll venture into 

the ocean for the sensation of riding a horse while it’s swimming! 

Ride the tram for the trip back to the Welcome Center. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under jeans or long pants. Bring 

tennis shoes, sunscreen, towel and camera. Sandals not permitted. 

Minimum age is 10 years. Maximum weight is 250 lbs.

Aqua Trax Adventure

Approximately 1 hour (30-minute ride) • $$

Experience Half Moon Cay from the natural inner saltwater 

lagoon on a guided personal watercraft adventure! After a short 

tram ride, you’ll arrive at the safety briefing area and have time 

to get used to your personal sit-on watercraft. Depart single file 

with a lead guide and a guide bringing up the rear. Traveling along 

the picturesque shoreline of the island you’ll navigate around 

the natural reef formations, inlets, islands and sand spits before 

stopping for a cool drink. Buoyed courses will allow you to test 

your watercraft skills. With your guide, you’ll briefly stop at the 

tidal outlet, the Indian village and Stingray Cove. 

Please note: Minimum age is 16. Bring a valid driver’s license. Wear 

your swimsuit and bring a towel.

Guided Tour by Bicycle

Approximately 1¼ hours • $

Explore the island retreat on smooth, newly-resurfaced roads, 

pedaling from the oceanfront water sports rental center along 

Half Moon Beach to Bone Fish Lagoon. Your guide leads you 

to locations of historic significance and describes the history of 
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boat tours

Glass-Bottom Boat

Approximately 1 hour (45-minute boat ride) • $

Explore the undersea world without getting wet on a glass- bottom 

boat. The crystal-clear waters provide great visibility, and ideal 

opportunity to appreciate the unique coral formations and colorful 

tropical fish that abound in this unspoiled environment.

Stingray Adventure

Approximately 1½ - 2 hours •  $

Enjoy an educational encounter with the southern stingrays that 

make their home at Half Moon Cay. A short tram ride brings you 

to Stingray Cove where you’ll learn about the stingrays’ behaviors, 

habitat, feeding and breeding. After a safety briefing, grab your 

snorkel gear and enter the wading area with your guide to touch 

the rays’ silky wings and feed these amazing creatures. A safety net 

ensures that other marine life remains outside the area. Return to 

the Welcome Center by tram.

Please note: Changing and restroom facilities are available. Mask, 

snorkel, safety vest and aqua shoes are provided. Refreshments and 

underwater cameras are available for purchase. 

Eco Lagoon Cruise

Approximately 1¼ hours • $

Board boat with glass-bottom viewers and cross the lagoon, as you 

learn about Half Moon Cay and the Bahamas’ history, culture, 

flora and fauna. Stingrays, nurse sharks, lemon sharks, bone fish, 

conch, sea urchins and assorted marine life are raised here. Half 

Moon Cay is also an official sanctuary for birdwatching. Through 

the boat’s glass floor, discover a series of living reefs, where fish, 

coral and anemones are plentiful. Your final stop will be at a 

reconstructed Arawak Indian fishing village.

Snorkel by Boat

Approximately 1½ hours • $$

Travel by boat to a site off the coast of Half Moon Cay to 

snorkel from the boatside in limpid waters that teem with 

gloriously colored fish and coral. All snorkel equipment will be 

provided. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring sunscreen and a towel. 

Sunfish Sailboats 

$ per hour (1 - 2 guests per boat)

Sunfish sailboats offer a fun and interesting way for amateur sailors 

to improve or practice their skills. Instruction is provided. All 

participants must wear a life vest.

Hobie Catamarans

$ per hour (1 - 4 guests per catamaran)

Sail a hobie-cat on Half Moon Cay’s beach with breezes to push 

you along and clear water below! Instruction is provided. All 

participants must wear a life vest.

Kayaking

One-person kayak – $ per hour 
Two-person kayak – $ per hour

Look down as you paddle across the beautiful, crystalline waters 

of the bay, and you’ll see fish, coral and a sandy bottom rich with 

marine life. Paddle solo or with a partner for fun in the sun!
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Key West Nature Kayak

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

No experience is necessary on this guided kayak tour. Watch for 

white herons, egrets, eagles and marine life, and even a manatee 

as you paddle a short distance across Cow Bay Channel, the main 

channel that separates Key West from the rest of the Keys. View 

exclusive homes, narrow winding mangroves and the famous salt 

ponds of Key West. Stable single and double kayaks are available. 

Please note: Bring a spare pair of shorts as the kayak seats get wet.

World-Class Light Tackle Fishing

Approximately 4 hours • $$$

“Light tackle fishing” is a form of angling unique to Key West, 

pitting the lightest lines against the biggest fish. Fly, spin and plug 

fishermen target sailfish, tarpon, permit, king mackerel, snapper, 

yellowfin and blackfin tuna, grouper and sharks. Key West holds 

more than 300 IGFA world records—the next could be yours! 

Please note: A minimum number of participants required for this 

tour to operate. Approximately 31⁄4 hours on the boat. The captain 

will determine the fishing location depending upon the conditions 

of the day.

➤	 key west,  
florida

sightseeing tours

The Trails of Margaritaville: A Walking Tour

Approximately 2 hours • $

Learn about Jimmy Buffett’s remarkable life during this fun-

filled stroll through Old Town Key West. Your tour begins at 

Captain Tony’s Saloon where Jimmy started his singing career. 

The adventures behind his life and songs that unfold as you see 

Jimmy’s first house on the island, the birthplace of The Songs You 

Know by Heart. Discover the location of the Shrimp Boat Sound 

Recording Studio, still in use today, and see the historic harbor 

filled with beautiful tall ships and funky shops. You’ll stop at the 

bars where Jimmy played and sang, including Margaritaville, 

where you can relax and feel the magic and spirit of the island that 

inspired Jimmy Buffett.

Butterfly Conservatory & Aquarium Tour

Approximately 2½ hours • $

A short ride from the dock, the Key West Butterfly and Nature 

Conservatory houses an impressive collection of flowering plants, 

cascading waterfalls and trees and 50 to 60 different species of 

butterflies and birds from North, Central and South America, 

Africa and Southeast Asia, all in a climate controlled greenhouse. 

Browse through the Gift Shop before you continue to the Key 

West Aquarium—Key West’s oldest attraction dating back to 

1935. It is home to hundreds of different species of local sea-life 

including grouper, moray eels, barracuda, tropical fish, tarpon, 

sharks and parrotfish, as well as the unique “Atlantic Shore” 

exhibit with its local and in depth perspective of the mangroves. 

Old Town Trolley & Conch Train

Approximately 1 hour • $

This tour is a “must” for all first-time visitors to Key West. 

Enjoy a one-hour narrated tour by comfortable trolley bus or 

the unique Conch Train. Your driver/guide will point out Ernest 
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Truman Little White House & Train/Trolley

Approximately 2 hours • $$

Built in 1890, the Little White House in Key West was where Harry 

S Truman came for rest and relaxation during his presidency. 

Over the years, illustrious visitors to the house include President 

John F. Kennedy, British Prime Minister Harold MacMillan, 

President Jimmy Carter, and Colin Powell. After your visit here, 

board the train or trolley to see Key West’s famous sights—Ernest 

Hemingway’s home and museum, Audubon House, Sloppy 

Joes, the Historical Harbor, the schooner Western Union, and 

the marker indicating the southernmost point of the continental 

United States. At the end of your guided tour you will be free to 

follow the signs and walk back to the cruise ship docks. The walk 

can be as much as five blocks (about 400 yards) or just two blocks 

depending on where the ship is berthed.

Orchid Gardens Walking Tour

Approximately 2 hours • $

Combine the beauty and mystique of orchids with Key West’s 

colorful history and charm on a leisurely, guided walking tour of 

three exotic Key West gardens filled with hundreds of blooming 

orchids. First is Heritage House’s romantic and colorful garden, 

which includes the Robert Frost Cottage. In this historic garden, 

Robert Frost, Tennessee Williams, Tallulah Bankhead, Gloria 

Swanson and many others spent their winter days. More than 

200 orchid plants were willed to the Heritage House by a notable 

orchid lover to excite and enliven the senses. Next you will stop at 

Nancy Forrester’s Secret Garden—a lush, cool garden oasis. This 

magnificent property was purchased, protected and preserved 

from development by Nancy Forrester, an “environmental artist.” 

There is no place like it in Key West—this acre is a naturalized 

woodland that abounds with lush, tropical plants and trees, 

exotic orchids, and rare and unusual palms, all under a canopy 

of 100-year-old fruit trees. Some of these fruit trees, such as 

breadfruit, were planted in the early 1800s by sea captains, and 

have been allowed to grow and thrive in Key West’s secret rain 

forest. Your final visit is to a unique tropical interior garden, 

Garden of Casa Antigua on Simonton Street, steeped in Key West 

Hemingway’s home and museum, Audubon House, and the “little 

White House,” where Harry S Truman relaxed from the pressures 

of the Presidency, as well as other Conch Republic highlights. 

Return to the ship or browse in the shops at the pier.

Pirate Soul & Shipwreck Museum

Approximately 2½ hours • $

Your tour will begin along side your cruise ship where you will 

be met by one of the Pirates of Pirate Soul. As you enter Pirate 

Soul you will be taken back to Port Royal, Jamaica, in the late 

1690s and realize that you have arrived in the ultimate pirate 

museum. Within the winding alleys of the museum you will 

see a unique collection of 500 museum-quality, authentic pirate 

artifacts coupled with elements of interactive technology revealing 

a historic adventure through the Golden Age of Piracy and the 

lives of the era’s most infamous pirates. With the “please touch” 

approach and audio-animatronics of a theme park, you will 

undertake an awesome pirate journey both above and below deck, 

filled with compelling lore, surprising facts and an abundance 

of sensory perceptions. Interact with historical facts, myths 

and folklore of many of the best-known pirates and privateers. 

Expect the unexpected as you enter the world and the lives of 

these most daring heroes and villains! See the original journal 

of Captain Kidd’s last voyage, the only authentic pirate treasure 

chest in America originally belonging to Captain Thomas Tew, 

Blackbeard’s original blunderbuss, a rare 1696 “wanted” poster 

for the dreaded Henry Every, an assortment of rare pirate gold, 

cannonballs, weaponry, flags, books, maps, clothing and original 

pirate broadsides and proclamations. Artifacts on loan from the 

North Carolina Maritime Museum and Delaware Art Museum will 

be on display. Conclude your 300-year-old voyage back in time 

in the Pirate Soul Shoppe, the source for piratical paraphernalia, 

apparel, gifts and memorabilia. Next you will visit the Key West 

Shipwreck Historeum where lumbers, wreckers and salvagers will 

thrill you with tales of the 19th and 20th centuries. See a short 

film describing Key West’s maritime history and the salvaging that 

helped make it the richest city in America. Upstairs, you will meet 

the 150-year-old Mr. Tift, working in his storeroom. Feel free to 

wander through the rest of the museum. For the more energetic, 

the 65 foot wrecking tower offers the best view of Key West.
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Sportfishing

Approximately 4 - 4½ hours • Fishing $$$$; Observing $$

Fish for wahoo and tuna while enjoying Bonaire’s beautiful 

coastline. Top quality baits, lures, professional mate and 

equipment make this day the tropical experience you have been 

dreaming about. You are in world-famous marlin waters, and 

February and March are the peak of marlin season. Cold juice, 

sodas and sandwiches are included.

Please note: Bring sunscreen, a hat and camera or video! A 

minimum of three participants is required for this tour to operate.

sightseeing tours

Island Journey

Approximately 3 hours • Non air-conditioned $; Air-conditioned $$

Journey through Kralendijk, the capital city, south to the Salt 

Company and the nesting grounds of the flamingo. Visit the 

stone slave huts that sheltered those who worked in the saltpans, 

then head toward the coastline. Devil’s Mouth is a great place 

for photographs, and you will continue on to Karpata biological 

institute for the preservation of the island’s water and vegetation. 

Goto Lake—the most beautiful spot on the island—is one of the 

best places to see the shy flamingo. From here, it is a short distance 

to Rincon—the first settlement of Spanish discoverers and then a 

slave village. Enjoy a refreshment stop before winding down the 

tour at Seru Largo for a great view over the island. 

➤	 kralendijk,  
bonaire

history and considered one of Key West’s most unusual properties. 

Author Ernest Hemingway fell in love with Key West here, and 

this is where he wrote A Farewell to Arms. With an atrium, 

fountain and pool, it is a lovely tropical garden retreat filled with 

orchids and other exotic blooming plants and foliage. 

Please note: The tour will end at Casa Antigua in Old Key West. 

The guide will offer to direct guests wherever they wish to go at 

the conclusion of the tour, and will also offer to walk back with 

any guests choosing to return to the ship. It is a 10- to 12-minute 

leisurely walk back to the ship. 

boat tours

Catamaran Sail & Snorkel 

Approximately 3 hours • $

Your adventure begins as you board a state-of-the-art catamaran, 

sailing out to North America’s only living coral reef. For the 

ultimate in sailing comfort, the boat features a stairway to the sea, 

a restroom, showers, a shaded lounge and large sundeck. Snorkel 

with first-class gear and professional instruction by the friendly 

crew to make your time in the water most enjoyable. Soda, beer 

and wine will be served on the return trip.

Glass-Bottom Boat

Approximately 2½ hours • $

The captain and crew provide you with a unique and informative 

eco-tour of the only living coral reef in the continental United 

States, just six miles offshore. This is one of the most biologically 

diverse marine eco-systems in the world! Majestic elkhorn and 

impressive brain coral, sturdy in appearance yet fragile and 

vulnerable, stand sentry for the more than 300 species of fish that 

complete the colorful intriguing seascape. Special glass “windows 

on the reef” provide continuous viewing for all passengers. Explore 

dramatic underwater vistas generally reserved for scuba divers. 

Marvel at the tropical splendor of an undersea world aboard a 

state-of-the-art catamaran. 
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No-Name Beach Water Taxi

Approximately 3 hours • $

Aboard the Kantika di Amor, enjoy a very relaxed and quiet 

water taxi ride to the famous shores of No-Name Beach on 

Klein Bonaire. Traveling along the coast of Bonaire for just 25 

minutes, you will find this uninhabited island with its long sandy 

white beach ideal for swimming, sunning and beach combing. 

Snorkelers are treated to unspoiled reefs in the world famous 

Bonaire Marine Park. Take in the abundance of fish life, corals 

and, if you are lucky, you may spot a turtle! The easy access into 

the clear turquoise waters makes this the perfect day at the beach 

for all ages. 

Please note: Beach chairs are provided. If you wish to snorkel you 

must bring your own equipment as none is available on the island. 

There is no shade at the beach; bring sunscreen and a hat; wear 

your swimsuit. Two soft drinks per person will be served on Klein 

Bonaire (ice water available during the boat ride).

 
Samur Sail & Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Sail aboard an authentic Siamese Junk named Samur, and visit 

one of the Caribbean’s most vibrant reefs teeming with tropical 

fish and abundant corals. Snorkel from No-Name Beach, Klein 

Bonaire’s pristine white, sandy beach and discover why Bonaire 

is ranked a top snorkel and dive destination. All equipment and 

instruction is provided. Refreshments are served throughout. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel and sunscreen.

aquatic tours

Bonaire Two-Site Advanced Snorkeling

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

A capable and friendly crew will take you to two very different 

snorkel sites around Bonaire and Klein Bonaire. Experienced 

snorkelers will marvel at the vast variety of fish and assortment of 

corals at this protected reef. 

Please note: Mask, snorkel, fins and snorkel vest included.

Marine Park Certified Scuba

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • One tank $$$

Experience a dive in the world famous Bonaire Marine Park, rated 

by Skin Diver magazine as one of the top dive destinations in the 

world. Dive into the clear turquoise waters and enjoy the beautiful 

reef and abundance of brilliantly colored tropical fish during this 

one-tank boat dive.

Please note: You must purchase a $10 Marine Park tag at the dive 

shop. Waiver release form must be signed. Bring your C-card.

 boat tours

Mangrove Boating Eco-Adventure

Approximately 2 hours • $$

Discover mangrove forests with an experienced guide as you 

gently glide through the crystal-clear waters of the National Park 

at Lac Bay. These sheltered mangrove canopies are the nurseries 

of the coral reefs and create essential breeding grounds for birds. 

Your boat trip takes you through shallow waters, slipping through 

narrow canals making it possible to see all marine life, just from 

the boat.

Please note: Bring a towel, hat and sunscreen.
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Kayak the Baja

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Your tour will start with a drive along the miles of desert coastline 

that fringe the rugged Baja Peninsula and are ideal for exploration. 

Upon arrival at a resort, your guide will give you an introduction 

and safety briefing. Stable, two-person sea kayaks are used, and 

the pace is comfortable and relaxed. Anyone in average physical 

condition can participate. No previous paddling experience is 

necessary. Your kayaking will begin at this topographically diverse 

shoreline with striking scenery and expansive views of Loreto Bay.

Please note: Minimum age is 10 years; maximum weight is 220 lbs. 

You will get wet, so dress accordingly.

Oasis Horseback Ride   

Approximately 3 hours • $$

At the pier you will meet your English-speaking guide and board 

the waiting van that will take you on a 25- to 30-minute drive 

from town to the rendezvous point. Your horse adventure begins 

next to the stream bed of San Telmo, where after brief instruction 

and horse assignment, your guide will lead you on a peaceful 

horseback ride to the stream of Las Virgenes. Admire the desert 

flora and watch for the fauna of the Sierra de la Giganta, as you 

travel through the extraordinary rock formations for about 45 

minutes. Arrive at a natural spring, where you will taste different 

fruits of the region, with bottled water and snacks. Here you will 

have time to stroll or take a 30-minute rest. Then, your guide 

prepares the horses to begin the return route via the stream beds. 

After your approximately 1½-hour total ride, you will board the 

waiting vehicle to return to the tender pier. 

➤	 loreto,  
mexico

Please note: A portion of the road to the rendezvous point is gravelly 

and bumpy. Guests must be in good physical condition. Minimum 

age is 10 years; maximum weight is 220 lbs. Wear a hat, sunscreen, 

long pants and closed-toe shoes.

sightseeing tours

San Javier Mission

Approximately 6½ hours • $$

Travel by van for approximately two hours to San Javier—the 

second oldest town in all of the Californias. En route, you will see 

a charming little orchard at the bottom of a canyon with a natural 

spring and fruit trees. The orchards of the Jesuits introduced the 

first irrigation system on the peninsula and are working to this 

day. San Javier was founded by Spanish Jesuit Miguel del Barco in 

1699, and it is classified as the most beautiful and one of the best-

preserved missions. A light, traditional local lunch will be served 

before your return drive to the pier.

Please note: The main road to the Mission is winding and bumpy. 

A light jacket is recommended. 

Loreto Walking Tour

 

Approximately 1½ hours • $

Three hundred years old and still “undiscovered,” Loreto is one 

of the oldest cities in all Mexico. Walk along Main Street seeing 

the houses from the late 19th century, the city hall building and 

the downtown plaza. You will visit the Mission Church, founded 

in 1697 by Salvatierra, an Italian Jesuit, home to wonderful old 

paintings and a magnificent altar from the 17th century. Then step 

into the museum to appreciate the juxtaposition of two different 

worlds—Indian traditions, costumes and artifacts, and original 

art pieces brought by the missionaries from Europe, Asia and 

Mexico’s mainland. 

Please note: Wear comfortable, closed-toe walking shoes for walking 

on cobblestone streets. Guests carrying a video camera may be 

charged a fee of $3 at either the church or museum.
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Lake January & Alligators by Night

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Cross the Rio Negro by riverboat into Lake January, where you will 

board a covered canoe with an outboard motor and cruise through 

the dark and exciting jungle. At night is when the jungle really 

comes to life. Watch the shadows and listen to the mysterious 

sounds. Your guide will watch for alligators and, as he locates one, 

will jump into the water and catch it with his bare hands. You then 

will have the opportunity for an up-close look and can take some 

pictures before the gator is released back into the river.

Please note: Tour involves some effort during (dis)embarkation of 

the motorized canoes. Not accessible to wheelchairs. The water level 

in the Amazon basin fluctuates seasonally. Occasionally, some tours 

that involve these waterways may need to be rescheduled/modified 

at very short notice.

Off the Beaten Track: Amazon Jungle Trek 

Approximately 5 hours • $$$$

Leave Manaus by regional riverboat, crossing the Rio Negro and 

heading into the jungle. Your native guide and bilingual guide tell 

you about life in the wild—how to obtain water and make fire, 

growing crops and hunting animals, how to get your bearings 

and how to hike easily in the jungle. You will learn about building 

shelters and traps, and some basic rules of jungle survival. 

Please note: Tour involves some effort during (dis)embarkation of 

the motorized canoes and during the 2½ hours in the jungle. The 

water level in the Amazon basin fluctuates seasonally. Occasionally, 

some tours that involve these waterways may need to be rescheduled 

or modified at very short notice. 

➤ manaus, 
brazil

Mexican Fiesta 
& Traditional Clambake 

  
Approximately 3 hours • $$

Experience a delightful Mexican tradition on this excursion. Your 

taste buds will savor the flavors of a delectable Mexican buffet, 

including a clambake and welcome margarita. The live music will 

have your feet tapping, and the traditional decor and dancers of 

the ballet folklorico will bring you pure delight. Olé! 

aquatic tours

Snorkeling at Coronados Island 

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Travel by motorized skiff for approximately one hour to a lovely 

white sand beach called El Atracadero Blanco. Approximately 

three miles long and 2½ miles wide, it is located on the west side 

of Coronados Island. Snorkel gear is provided for you, along with 

a light lunch and refreshments. While snorkeling from the beach 

you may have the chance to view sea lions and angel fish among 

other species that give this area life. During the time on the island, 

enjoy a nice walk on the nature trail. 

Please note: Jellyfish may be encountered. Wear closed-toe shoes if 

you intend to take the nature hike. Wear your swimsuit under your 

clothes; bring a hat and sunscreen.

➤ los angeles, california
Shore excursions and transfers for Los Angeles can be found on 

our website at www.hollandamerica.com.
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Flora & Fauna of Manaus

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Meet the inhabitants of the Amazon region with a visit to Bosque 

da Ciência. This open-air museum is an Amazonian Research 

Station whose most famous project is the species revival of the 

Amazonian river manatee. Observe through a glass tank these 

strange creatures that are in danger of extinction. Part of the 

museum is in the open air with access through trails and elevated 

walkways. The other part is an indoor exhibit of scientific projects 

under development. See the world’s largest and smallest leaves, 

both found in the Amazon. Otters, electric eels, alligators orchids 

and bromeliads are also housed here. A second visit will be to the 

Natural Sciences Museum, owned and managed by the Japanese 

Community of Manaus, it shows a large collection of Amazonian 

fish and insects. Especially famous is its unique collection of 

butterflies. There are also aquariums with live fish and a large 

tank housing the world’s largest fresh water fish—the Pirarucu. 

Continue to Mindu’s Park—the largest park in the city at 81 acres. 

Its environmental structure comprises four different ecosystems: 

secondary forest, upland forest, lowland forest, and degraded 

areas that are the result of illegal deforestation. In each of these 

environments you will learn a little about the Amazon forest. 

All the infrastructure of the park was designed to offer pleasant 

contact with nature. The paved trails lead to the different points 

of the park, and the interpretive signing allows for full enjoyment 

of your visit. Stroll through educational trails and suspended 

walkways, or visit the orchidarium, the library, the amphitheater, 

the handicraft store and the exhibition center. 

sightseeing tours

Manaus & the Teatro Amazonas Opera House

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Leave from the floating port of Manaus, designed to move with 

the river tide of the Rio Negro. You will pass the Customs House 

(prefabricated in Liverpool and shipped to Manaus a hundred 

years ago), the clock tower, the Cathedral and the Palacio Rio 

Negro—the private residence of a German rubber baron and 

later the Governor’s office. Visit the Palacio Rio Negro and its 

museum that depicts the Amazonian way of life. The highlight of 

your tour will be a visit to the city’s most famous landmark—the 

lavish pink and white Teatro Amazonas Opera House. Built 

in 1896, this marvel of architecture features a dome of 36,000 

vitrified ceramic tiles imported from Europe, set in a mosaic of 

the colors of the Brazilian flag. The amazing painting that graces 

the inside of the dome is a recreation of the view you would have 

if you stood under the Eiffel Tower and looked up. The dazzling 

auditorium boasts perfect acoustics, and performances here 

range from single guitar concerts to entire ballet companies and 

philharmonic orchestras. As stunning as the building is, perhaps its 

most extraordinary element is the fact that it is located in the heart 

of the Amazon jungle, in the city of Manaus—a testament to the 

dazzling affluence that accompanied the rubber boom of 1896.

Manaus
Private Touring

  Approximately 4 or 8 hours
Car – half day/full day: $$$$ per vehicle
Minivan – half day/full day: $$$$ per vehicle

Explore at your own pace with a private vehicle, driver and 

English-speaking guide at your service. Please see pages 6 - 8 for 

more details.

Please note: Entrance fees and meals are not included. Bring local 

currency as credit cards may not be widely accepted.
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pretty water lilies. Return to the port by riverboat.

Please note: Do not book “The Meeting of the Waters: A Jungle 

Cruise” in addition to “A Cruise through the Amazon Rain Forest” 

as the two tours are quite similar. The water level in the Amazon 

basin fluctuates seasonally. Occasionally, tours that involve these 

waterways need to be rescheduled or modified at very short notice.

Alligator Spotting & Piranha Fishing:  
A Night in the Amazon Overland Adventure

2 days/1 night • Single/double per person: $$$$

This tour is an off-the-scale, genuine, unpolished, rustic tour that 

will be an amazing and memorable notch in the belt of even the 

most experienced traveler. This is perhaps the only chance you’ll 

ever have to really experience life in the Amazon Jungle, so pack 

your spirit of adventure, check your customary expectations of 

luxury at the door, and step into the adventure of a lifetime: 

Day 1 (L, D)

Amazon Village, located 20 miles from Manaus in the capital 

of State of Amazonas, lies on the bank of one of the Amazon’s 

innumerable tributaries. It is surrounded by old-growth forest 

with bungalows built among the trees. Each basic room has twin 

beds and private, but simple, bathroom facilities. The larger central 

building houses the reception, restaurant facilities and leisure area. 

The bar offers comfortable sofas and chairs, perfect for relaxing 

after excursions and chatting with new friends while sipping a local 

drink. A well-trained multilingual staff will make you feel at home 

in the heart of the Amazon jungle. The food consists mainly of 

local products prepared by the chef on location. Meats, fish and 

vegetables offer something for every taste. Plenty of tasty tropical 

fruits are served. This afternoon you will set out on a “jungle 

recognition” tour with short introduction to jungle survival 

techniques and Amazonian flora and fauna. After dinner, you’ll go 

alligator spotting—searching for these scary and beautiful reptiles. 

It is an exercise in horrified fascination, and you will love it! 

Day 2 (B, L)

After breakfast, learn more about jungle life and lore as you 

interact with your surroundings. You’ll head out on a fishing trip 

to catch the famous Amazon piranha. You’ll discover all kinds of 

interesting facts about this amazing fish whose bite is infinitely 

boat tours

A Cruise through the Amazon Rain Forest

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Leave by local riverboat from the pier and sail down the Rio Negro 

past native houses built on stilts. Watch for the local boat wharves, 

floating gas stations and an ice factory en route to “the meeting 

of rivers.” For miles, the light brown Rio Solimões and black Rio 

Negro flow side by side without their colors mixing. Continue to 

Lake January, an ecological park situated between the two rivers. 

You’ll board a smaller, covered boat with an outboard motor to 

ride through the small tributaries and flooded creeks, into the deep 

Amazonian rain forest. Keep your eyes open for wildlife as well as 

the colorful parrots and toucans of the area before you return to 

the port by the riverboat.

Please note: Tour involves some effort during (dis)embarkation of the 

motorized canoes. Do not book “The Meeting of the Waters: A Jungle 

Cruise” in addition to “A Cruise through the Amazon Rain Forest” as 

the two tours are quite similar. The water level in the Amazon basin 

fluctuates seasonally. Occasionally, tours that involve these waterways 

need to be rescheduled or modified at very short notice.

The Meeting of the Waters: A Jungle Cruise

Approximately 8 hours • $$$

Similar to the tour above, this cruise offers slightly more in-depth 

sightseeing. You will set off in a local riverboat from the pier of 

Manaus. You’ll head down the Rio Negro passing by the native 

houses built on stilts to accommodate the rivers tidal fluctuation. 

See the floating gas stations and the ice factory before reaching 

the confluence of the Rio Negro and the Rio Solimões. This is the 

birth place of the mighty Amazon River. Watch the phenomenon 

of two rivers meeting, as their two distinctly colored waters run 

parallel without blending. They flow like this for miles. Lake 

January ecological park is situated between the two rivers, and 

provides excellent recreational opportunities. A buffet lunch is 

served on a floating restaurant—just a short walk from some very 
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Manta & Montecristi

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Your tour starts with a drive along the malecón, and passes by the 

new town and residential areas. Learn about the ancient cultures of 

the coastal towns of Machalilla, Chorrera and Valdivia by visiting 

the small but charming archaeological museum. The oldest signs 

of human settlement in South America were found along the 

coastline south of Manta. Proceed to Montecristi, a colonial town 

founded on 1628, located below an imposing hill and renowned as 

the center of the Panama hat industry. These unique hats, by the 

way, are proudly made in Ecuador, not in Panama as the name 

would imply. In Montecristi you will have the opportunity to buy 

a Panama hat. Eloy Alfaro, a former President of Ecuador in the 

early 1900s, was born here in Montecristi, and in the city’s main 

square you will find the statue of him—homage to the famous son. 

Continuing with the tour, the next stop will be at the village of El 

Chorillo, where workers specialize in crafting with agave fiber. On 

returning to Manta, stop for a visit at a factory where carvings are 

made from tagua—a cream-colored nut that looks like ivory. 

Fine Panama Hats

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Learn the complete procedure for the creation of the genuine, fine 

Panama hat which is native to Ecuador despite its geo   graphically 

confused name. Panama hats were the backbone of Ecuador’s 

economy during the 1960s, and there are still some families who 

continue to use the old techniques to produce these well-known 

hats. A 25-minute drive will bring you to a typical ranch where 

manteños will show you all the steps of their elaborate work. 

➤ manta, 
ecuador

worse than its bark! Its nasty reputation is duly earned, and this 

trip is an interesting foray into the world of the meat-eating fish 

that is the stuff of legends. Enjoy lunch at the lodge before your 

boat transfer back to Manaus.

Please note: The lodge does not have a generator and electricity is 

supplied by an alternative source of energy. The lights in the rooms 

are limited to the evening hours and no hot water is available; 

however, you will find that the water is naturally very warm in 

this area and no cold water comes out of the pipes. There is no air 

conditioning and the lodge is a rustic place for an authentic Amazon 

experience. The main lodge is lit by candlelight and kerosene lamps. 

Wildlife sightings are likely but are not guaranteed.

Ariau Towers 
Jungle Lodge 

2 days/1 night • Single/double per person: $$$$

Day 1 (D)

Transfer by boat to the Ariau Towers Lodge—a hotel designed 

to harmonize with the Amazon Jungle. The most extraordinary 

feature of this facility is its series of observation towers, inter linked 

by a catwalk system of approximately four miles, at the height 

of treetops. This amazing walkway allows for sightings of the 

flora and fauna of the area, and enhances your perception of the 

vastness of the space in front of you. Meals are served buffet style, 

with hot dishes, several types of meat, fowl, regional fish, pasta, 

beans, rice, soup, several salads, fresh homemade bread, natural 

juices made from Amazonian fruits, a wide selection of exotic 

fruits of the Amazon and sweet regional desserts. Then, you’ll set 

out in a motorized canoe to encounter the jungle and watch the 

raw power of nature at work, and rub shoulders with the locals as 

you visit a native’s house. This evening, after dinner at the hotel, 

you will go alligator spotting—a thrilling, after-dark tour involving 

spotlights and beady eyes peering out of the jungle’s wetlands.

Day 2 (B, L)

Take a sunrise tour to better acquaint yourself with the jungle and 

the strange sounds that come with the dawn. Hungry animals are 

on the prowl and the understory can be action-packed at this hour. 

Return to the lodge for breakfast followed by a jungle trek on foot 

(lots of walking) for an up-close look at the luxuriant vegetation.
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southern hemispheres simultaneously. Visit the monument and 

the Ethnographical Museum, showcasing the history of the Indian 

cultures of Ecuador. Transfer to the airport for your flight back to 

Manta, where you will re-board the ship. 

Please note: The elevation of Quito is 9,000 feet. This tour may not 

be available for all calls due to timing in port.

Quito’s Private Collections 
& Olga Fisch   

 Approximately 10 hours • $$$$

Transfer to the airport for a flight to Quito. On arrival, in 

Ecuador’s beautiful capital, set out on a “behind the scenes” visit 

to the studio and art collection of Mr. Osvaldo Viteri—one of 

the most outstanding and best-known artists in contemporary 

Ecuador. During his illustrious career, he has taken part in more 

than 50 solo exhibitions and 120 shared exhibitions, both within 

Ecuador and internationally, including London, Bonn, Venice, 

and numerous Latin American cities. Additionally, Osvaldo is the 

owner of one of the largest private collections of colonial religious 

art, and during the visit, not only will you tour these historic works 

from his collection, but also view his own working studio. Mrs. 

Viteri speaks perfect English, so she is the hostess for this visit 

and she personally guides visitors around their home. Afterwards, 

make your way to the heart of colonial Quito for a brief view of the 

city’s Independence Square before driving up to Panecillo hill for a 

great view and enjoying lunch in a typical Ecuadorian restaurant. 

After lunch, you will visit the Olga Fisch Foundation, a well known 

organization with a gallery and store in the centre of Quito. It is 

named for the late Hungarian artist who became famous in Quito 

for her ceramics and other ethnic items. Return to the airport for 

your flight to Manta, where you will re-join the ship.

Please note: The elevation of Quito is 9,000 feet. This tour may not 

be available for all calls due to timing in port.

First, you will see how the fiber is obtained from the Carludovica 

palmate plant that grows only in tropical areas. Once the leaves 

have been harvested, the fiber is cooked in huge pots of boiling 

water to soften the material. After drying the material in the shade, 

the hard work begins. Row by row the hats slowly take their form. 

The finer the hat is, the longer it takes to work on it. A super fino 

hat takes at least three months to make and when rolled up will fit 

through a typical wedding ring! Once the weaving is completed, 

the hats are shaped, ironed and fitted with a traditional black band. 

Finally, you will learn how the hats are rolled so that customers 

can take them home in a little balsa-wood box. Use your free time 

to take photos and, if you wish, you can purchase a super fino hat 

directly from the producers.

Hemisphere Crossing &
Quito World Heritage Site

Approximately 10 hours • $$$$

Transfer to the airport for a flight to Quito. The capital of 

Ecuador is located at about 9,000 feet above sea level and fits into 

an elongated valley on the foothills of the Pichincha Volcano. 

With a magnificent blend of Spanish, Flemish, Moorish and pre-

Columbian architecture, its churches, monasteries, narrow streets, 

rock and adobe buildings and Spanish patios, Quito enjoys the 

status of being a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The first highlight 

of your tour is the lookout to the natural terrace of Guapulo to 

admire the spectacular views out to the Valleys of Cumbaya and 

Tumbaco. Drive through residential districts of the city continuing 

to the Old Town, where your guide will take you on a one-hour 

walk through the culturally diverse history of Quito. Visit the 

city’s Independence Square, see the outside of the Government 

Palace, and the Cathedral. Step inside the Jesuit church of La 

Compania de Jesus, and finally, visit the Square of San Francisco. 

Your coach will drive up to the Panecillo Hill to provide you with 

photographic opportunities. After lunch at a typical Ecuadorian 

Restaurant, you will head north of Quito to see the Equatorial Line 

Monument called “The Middle of the World.” Have fun with the 

rare experience of standing in both the northern and 
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overseas. The tagua palm takes 24 years to reach maturity, grows 

deep in the rain forest, under the sun of Ecuador and has not been 

depleted due to the nature of its delayed maturity. After seeing the 

hardworking parents, drive for 10 minutes to Villa Alegre School 

to visit their children. This school is funded by private donations 

from companies, and provides outstanding early childhood 

education in one of the hemisphere’s poorest regions. Amazingly, 

the students are exposed to the world of art, music, language, 

literature, math, science, and technology through an innovative 

curriculum designed to stimulate their minds and imaginations. 

You will be able to spend some time with the children and share 

your contribution that will be of great help to this institution 

where, as you will see, the kids attend school, eat a complete meal 

and receive basic medical attention—services that are not available 

to many children in the heart of Ecuador.

Please note: Guests can donate clothing (ages 5-12), school materials 

and/or medicine.

Isla Corazon

Approximately 9 hours • $$$$

The two-hour drive to Bahia de Caraquez is lined with plantations 

of bananas, rice, onions and mangos, as well as dry tropical forest 

and a cloud forest. Upon arrival in Bahia, jump into a dinghy for 

a short ride to the community of Corazon. This is where you will 

learn about the traditional lifestyle of the coastal people, and visit a 

shrimp farm to try some costeño snacks. You’ll continue by dinghy 

the Isla Corazon bird sanctuary— nesting area for many different 

marine birds, including hundreds of frigate birds, pelicans and 

anis. Back in Bahia, you’ll visit the city’s Museum of Archaeology 

with its exhibits from the different cultures that settled in the 

lowlands thousands of years ago. Lunch is served at a local hotel 

before you return to Manta and transfer to the pier.

Please note: Wear walking shoes; bring sunscreen and a hat.

Machalilla

Approximately 8½ hours • $$$$

Start your tour discovering traveling along the road known as 

the “Route to the Sun,” passing the new residential areas where 

wealthy Ecuadorian seafood exporters live. You’ll head out into the 

countryside where you will be able to see landscape change from 

dry and baron to lush and bountiful. Pass scenic beaches, quaint 

fishing villages with the typical bamboo homes of the region and 

the magical figures of the bottle-shaped kapok trees, characteristic 

of the tropical dry forest, on your way to Machalilla National Park. 

The park was created in 1979 to protect approximately 30 miles of 

beach, some 40,000 hectares of tropical dry and cloud forest, and 

around 20,000 hectares of ocean, including two offshore islands 

and the only coral formations found on the Ecuadorian mainland 

coast You will visit the small archaeological site museum of Agua 

Blanca where more than 40 families live and are dedicated to the 

preservation of their culture. Here you will learn about the burials 

in the ancient times. Enjoy a 1½-hour optional walk to observe 

colorful birds, reptiles and unique flora. Fig, laurel and palo santo 

trees are commonly seen here. The residents offer wonderful 

artisan jewelry made from local shells and the tagua nut (vegetable 

ivory) for purchase. After enjoying a delicious, poolside buffet 

lunch at a charming hotel, continue your journey to Playa Los 

Frailes, one of the most beautiful beaches along the whole South 

American Pacific Coastline. Here you will have free time to swim, 

relax before returning to the ship.

Cute as a Button: Giving Back 
to the Children of Ecuador  

 Approximately 3 hours • $$

Want to learn about the real Ecuador and make a difference at the 

same time? This one’s for you! Proceeds from this tour support 

the avant garde Villa Alegre School, attended by the children 

of factory workers. This school was created several years ago to 

provide education and health care for these families. Your first 

stop will be to visit the parents. They work at the Tagua Button 

Factory, where ivory nuts that grow in the tropical rain forest 

of Ecuador are transformed into unique buttons and exported 
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Deep Sea Fishing

Approximately 5 hours • $$$

Manzanillo is the sailfish capital of the world and, nestled in 

Mexico’s beautiful Gold Coast, it is the ideal paradise for the avid 

sports fisherman (or woman). And if you’re after marlin or tuna, 

this is the place. Enjoy the thrill and excitement of deep sea fishing 

where many have won outstanding prizes and recorded amazing 

catches in many of the international tournaments held annually in 

these waters! 

Please note: All equipment and bait are included, with a light snack, 

soda, beer and bottled water. 

sightseeing tours

Manzanillo City & Shopping

Approximately 4½ hours • $

The city of Manzanillo has long been recognized as Mexico’s 

gateway to the Pacific Rim. Drive through the busy port facility 

and along the Santiago Peninsula for views overlooking Las Hadas, 

the marina, the twin bays, and the beach where 10 was filmed. Stop 

at a restaurant overlooking the Bay for a complimentary beverage. 

There will be a little time allowed at the shopping bazaar for a look 

at typical Mexican crafts, then continue to Club Santiago and drive 

through lush banana plantations. On the way back, you will pass 

by the local market and will stop if traffic permits. Manzanillo’s 

old-town plaza is your last stop. Spend a few minutes walking 

through the square or shopping in the local stores. From here you 

➤ manzanillo, 
mexico

Galápagos Islands 
Overland Adventure 

Visit our website at www.hollandamerica.com 
for pricing, duration and tour details

Join this incredible adventure to the Galápagos archipelago, 

consisting of 13 large islands, six smaller ones, and more than 40 

islets. The Galápagos Islands are located approximately 600 miles 

off Ecuador’s Pacific coast. You will cruise through the islands on 

a small and beautifully fitted vessel, with your days spent on shore. 

Explore the bizarre, untouched wildlife of the legendary islands 

that inspired Darwin’s famous Theory of Evolution. Wet and dry 

landings will bring you close to the nesting places of tropic birds, 

blue-footed boobies, Nasca boobies and frigate birds. Sea lions 

and fur sea lions inhabit the islands’ rocky coastlines. Highlights 

ashore include the Chatham mockingbird and the Chatham lava 

lizard—both species are endemic to San Cristobal Island, and seen 

nowhere else in Galápagos. You may also spot yellow warblers, 

Galápagos flycatchers and a vermillion flycatcher (also endemic 

to San Cristóbal). On various islands, watch for tractor-like marks 

in the sand that are evidence of nesting sea turtles. The many 

different landings will give you a chance to observe the behavior of 

sea lions, mockingbirds and finches, to enjoy the beaches, snorkel 

in the clear waters, or search for the very colorful Galápagos 

land iguanas and the famous giant tortoise. The nutrient-rich 

waters of the west can also bring surprises such as dolphins and 

possibly even whales. Observe Galápagos penguins and flightless 

cormorants, marine iguanas, sea lions, sally light foot crabs, and 

hawks. The lava terrain of some of the islands calls for good 

walking shoes. 

Please note: At the time of publication of this brochure, the exact 

details of this amazing adventure were still being finalized. Please 

check online for exact itineraries. This tour is only available on 

certain sailings.
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at a picturesque restaurant, you will enjoy a delicious typical snack 

of Mexican botana and refreshments. Hear the history of the Ola 

Verde— a devastating wave that virtually erased this small town 

many years ago. 

Manzanillo Beach & Shopping

Approximately 6½ hours • $

Your tour begins with a visit to the main plaza of the downtown 

area. Here you will start your walk through the marketplace to 

find Mexican souvenirs and trinkets not normally found in large 

shopping areas. You will drive through the port of Manzanillo, 

one of the largest ports of the Pacific Coast, along the main 

boulevard towards the Peninsula de Santiago to enjoy a scenic 

view. Overlooking the famous Las Hadas Resort & Marina and the 

magnificent Twin Bays of Manzanillo, you will be in awe of the 

spectacular winding narrow streets and white-washed homes and 

resorts. Continue towards the Miramar Flea Market, where you 

will find a large variety of arts and crafts, pottery, clothing, leather 

goods, onyx, and various other handcrafted goods to purchase and 

take home. For relaxation, you will drive to a beach club—a serene 

and tranquil place—to catch some sun on a golden beach. Relax 

and read a book, or join in the fun of organized beach activities.

Please note: Bring a towel, sunscreen and your camera.

Open Air Exploration & Beach

Approximately 4½ hours • $

Start your adventure by boarding an open-air, All-Terrain Vehicle, 

and head to Manzanillo’s downtown area. Visit the main plaza 

where you will have some free time for shopping. Next, you will 

head to El Colomo for a brief stop at this farming village. You 

will then drive through some dusty acres of banana and papaya 

plantations where your tour guide will explain all about the flora 

and fauna of the area. At Las Brisas beach, a cold drink awaits you 

at a small beach hotel. Here, you will have free time to swim in 

the calm ocean or simply just relax at the swimming pool. There’s 

even a pool for kids. Soak up the sun and work on your tan on 

the beach or poolside, or enjoy the shade of the charming beach 

umbrellas. For the more active crowd, there is beach volleyball. 

can return directly to the ship or stay in the plaza and return to the 

ship later by complimentary shuttle bus.

Colima & Comala with Lunch

Approximately 7 hours • $$

This leisurely tour begins with a scenic 1 - 1½-hour drive to 

the Plaza Principal—the main square of Colima City. See the 

beautiful 19th-century cathedral and the small museum of Colima. 

Continue with a brief stop at the Pyramids of La Campana—small, 

tiered pyramids and archeological ruins dating back to the first 

century. Next is Comala—a charming, 500-year-old community, 

located in the shadow of two volcanoes. A Mexican botana (snack) 

lunch and a beverage will be served at a sidewalk café next to the 

main plaza. Surrounded by the sounds of local mariachi bands, 

you’ll feel as if you have stepped back in time. The return ride to 

Manzanillo includes a short stop at a colorful roadside coconut 

stand, and a chance to stretch your legs.

Please note: Local custom dictates that no shorts are allowed in the 

cathedral. This tour is designed to show you the “old” Mexico.

Cuyutlan 
Turtle Experience  

Approximately 5½ hours • $$

Driving along the coastal freeway you will enjoy the natural 

wilderness scenery while heading to Armería town, passing by large 

coconut, banana and lemon plantations. This little community is 

one of the largest lemon producers in the country. Continue to the 

El Tortugario ecological center, where you will enjoy the magical 

experience of getting close to the underwater world. You will meet 

face-to-face some of the largest turtles you have ever seen. You will 

learn how El Tortugario, the largest turtle sanctuary in Mexico, 

helps to ensure that this endangered species will live on. Enjoy this 

fantastic interactive experience with these amazing creatures. There 

is also an iguana center and crocodile sanctuary, where you will be 

delighted by one of the most impressive ecosystems in the region. 

On your way to lunch, you’ll stop at the Salt Museum housed 

in a 19th-century salt warehouse that contains a very accurate 

depiction of a salt works. Cuyutlan Beach is your next stop where, 
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pre-Hispanic culture of the west and the colonists has jointly 

influenced the inhabitants’ lifestyle. This intriguing blend has been 

preserved and enriched for more than five centuries. Since the 

1960s, the town of Comala has been known as the White Town 

of America. In 1988, the State of Colima declared it Historical 

Monument and in 2002 it became part of the Magical Pueblos 

initiative led by the Federal and State Tourism Offices. After lunch, 

head back to Manzanillo.

Please note: Wear comfortable shoes; bring extra film and a light 

jacket. This is a trip into old Mexico and is not commercialized.  

aquatic tours

Snorkeling Adventure

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Manzanillo offers many attractions, but none as breathtaking 

as its warm, tranquil underwater world. Your tour begins with 

a short walk to board a catamaran. Your destination is the San 

Luciano coral aquarium, passing by La Roca de Elefante (Elephant 

Rock), which can only be reached by boat. Capture with your 

camera dramatic scenes of the rock and the La Bufadora cliff as 

you head to the coral aquarium developed over the sunken boat, 

San Luciano. Snorkel right from the boat as schools of yellowtail, 

surgeonfish and king angels swim by. Snacks, beer and sodas will 

be served on board as you bask in the Mexican Pacific sunshine. 

Afterwards, enjoy a scenic view as you sail out to Elephant Rock 

and take in the spectacular coastal views while sailing over the 

tranquil waters of the Gold Coast. 

Please note: Snorkel equipment is provided on board. An under

water camera and extra film is recommended. Changing rooms are 

available on the boat. Bring a beach towel and sunscreen.

Lunch can be purchased at your own expense at the beachside 

restaurant.

Please note: Tour is by open-air vehicle—dusty, windy and fun; 

at the beach you will have about one hour of free time. Bring your 

swimsuit, sunscreen, sunglasses, towel and a hat. 

Resort Getaway

Approximately 5 hours • $$

One of the most scenic and luxurious resorts in Mexico can be 

found in Manzanillo. Boarding a transfer shuttle, you’ll travel 

around the Bay of Manzanillo to an exclusive resort in Santiago 

Bay. A short walk will lead you to a waiting lounge chair, towel, 

and the opportunity to swim in one of the pools, participate in 

beach activities in the small cove of the hotel’s private bay, or just 

relax in the sun. Changing rooms are available. A buffet lunch and 

drinks will be served in the restaurant facilities at the hotel. In the 

early afternoon, a transfer shuttle will take you back to the pier in 

Manzanillo and the ship.

Please note: At the resort there are water toys for you to rent at 

your own expense, such as wave runners, kayaking and snorkel 

equipment. 

Magical Pueblos

Approximately 7 hours • $$

Discover the magical pueblos (old towns) of Mexico! Start with 

a scenic drive to famous Nogueras, where you will feel as if you 

have stepped back in time. The vegetation and narrow streets 

of this very picturesque small village are quite stunning. Visit 

the Nogueras museum that is housed in an old, colonial-style 

Mexican hacienda. From here, you will drive to the famous Magic 

Zone—an uncommon experience! From a distance you will see 

the impressive active Fire Volcano and the dormant Nevado de 

Colima (weather permitting). At an old, local coffeehouse the 

owner will demonstrate the roasting process and you can do some 

tasting! You will love the smell of freshly-made coffee. Head over 

to the local bread bakery to observe the baking process. Then, you 

will enjoy a local Mexican botana (snack lunch) and two beverages 

in Comala—a mixed-race town where the fusion between the 
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Spanish Lagoon Kayak Adventure

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $$

This kayak expedition begins on the beautiful south coast in the 

Spanish Lagoon with brief instruction, then you will paddle in 

shallow water through the lagoon and the Bacaderra Channel for a 

spectacular view of Aruba’s Barrier Reef. At Manguel Halto Beach, 

you are surrounded by mangroves—an area of calm water rich 

in marine life and protected by the reef. Follow your guide out to 

the reef for a close look at this natural wonder and its inhabitants. 

After a relaxing swim or snorkel, enjoy a snack. Then kayak back 

to the Spanish Lagoon and returning to the ship.

Please note: Snorkel equipment and instruction are provided. Wear 

your swimsuit; bring a towel. Children under 10 are not permitted. 

 

 

 sightseeing tours

Colors of Aruba

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover Aruba’s distinctive countryside. Traveling by motor 

coach you will have a chance to glimpse the island native iguanas 

and goats, cacti and wind-sculpted divi divi trees on the rugged 

windward coast. Here you will also find some of the island’s 

most popular landmarks—the Natural Bridge, the Casibari Rock 

formation, the California Lighthouse and an ostrich farm. Meet 

the farm’s furry inhabitants, then you can choose to be dropped 

off at the cruise terminal or in the downtown shopping district.

➤	 oranjestad,  
aruba

Natural Wonders of Aruba

Approximately 3 hours • $

Make the scenic trip to Aruba’s Butterfly Farm—a tropical 

garden teeming with butterflies. Observe the life cycle of these 

fascinating animals from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to 

butterfly. Pass countless divi divi trees and cacti before you see the 

spectacular Natural Bridge stretching across 100 feet of untamed 

waters. Journey to the Aloe Balm Facility for a guided tour of 

the production process that creates aloe lotions and creams. 

Finally, you will pass the Gold Mill Ruins at Boca Mahos, and in 

Oranjestad, you may choose to stay in town or return directly to 

the ship. 

Aruba Town & Countryside

Approximately 3 hours • $

Enjoy a tour of picturesque Aruba, including the harbor of 

Oranjestad, outdoor markets, arts and crafts, Santa Cruz and 

Frenchman’s Pass—a historic battlefield. Pass by the Gold Mill 

ruins and the famous divi divi trees shaped by the trade winds. 

Don’t miss the Natural Bridge—Aruba’s most famous tourist 

attraction. Head to the Casibari Rocks and the quaint village of 

Noord, and your final stop will be at the Aloe factory to view the 

harvest and the production of Aruba’s aloe plant. In Oranjestad, 

you may choose to stay in town or return directly to the ship. 

Off-Road 4-Wheel-Drive Adventure

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

Take turns at the wheel of the vehicle as you head out caravan-style 

in a four-wheel-drive, open-air vehicle. Drive off-road along the 

coast to the Casibari Rock Formation, the Bushiribana Gold Mill 

Ruins, the ocean-carved Natural Bridge, the picturesque Alto Vista 

chapel and the California Lighthouse on the islands northwestern 

tip. The adventure ends with a splash at famous Arashi Beach. 

Refreshments and a road map are provided in your vehicle.

Please note: In order to drive, bring your driver’s license; you must be 

able to drive manual transmission. Wear sunscreen and a hat.
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awesome Casibari Rock formations and the spectacular Natural 

Bridge formed by the wind and sea. In Oranjestad, you may 

choose to stay in town or return directly to the ship.

Please note: Children age four and under not permitted.

Ticket to Paradise

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

A white coral beach, palm trees, mangroves, a natural pool and 

pristine turquoise water are just a ferry ride away. De Palm 

Island offers spectacular coral formations complete with a huge 

variety of tropical fish including the friendly blue parrot fish. All 

snorkeling equipment and instruction will be provided. After your 

snorkel experience, take advantage of an open bar with snacks. Sea 

trekking and snuba are also available at your own expense.

Please note: Restroom facilities and freshwater showers are 

available. Bring a towel, hat and sunscreen.

Atlantis Submarine Underwater Adventure  
& Shipwreck Exploration

Approximately 1½ hours • $$$

Get up-close-and-personal with the exotic marine life while 

diving to depths of 150 feet in the Atlantis submarine. See colorful 

schools of tropical fish, huge sponge gardens, and mystical coral 

fields without getting wet! 

Jolly Pirates Sail, Snorkel & Swim

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Glide across Aruba’s beautiful coastline in full sail, with “pirates” 

who are expert snorkel instructors ready to help beginners get 

started. The 85-foot schooner will anchor over a reef, allowing 

a close-up view of the marine life and coral formations. At the 

second site, the guides will take experienced snorkelers to the 

Antilla shipwreck. After 60 years, amazing flora and tropical fish 

have made this sunken treasure their home. A barbecue-style 

luncheon will be served on board, with a full open bar and soft 

drinks. 

aquatic tours

Aruba Certified One-Tank Scuba

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Transfer from the pier to Palm Beach and board a boat that’s ready 

to travel to one of Aruba’s most popular dive locations—either a 

popular reef or a shipwreck. After the dive, return to the beach for 

an opportunity to relax and sunbathe if time allows.

Please note: Scuba equipment is provided. Wear your swimsuit; 

bring a towel and your C-card. Waiver release form must be signed.

Aruba Beginning Scuba 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Discover the world of underwater wonders with this introduction 

to scuba. Experienced instructors provide basic instructions in a 

hotel pool, then it’s on to a dive boat for transfer to a shallow dive 

location where the instructors will guide small groups on a real 

dive over a World War II shipwreck. Return to the hotel if time 

permits to sunbathe and relax after an unforgettable experience! 

Please note: Scuba equipment and instruction are provided. Wear 

your swimsuit and bring a towel. Waiver release form must be 

signed. Minimum age is 12 years.

 

 boat tours

Aruba Sea & See

Approximately 4 hours • $$

The Seaworld Explorer is a state-of-the-art semi-submarine that 

does not submerge—you descend into the hull of the boat and sit 

in air-conditioned comfort five feet below the surface of the water, 

exploring the sealife through large windows. View the Antilla 

shipwreck with huge coral heads and thousands of tropical fish. 

Returning to shore, you’ll drive to the California Lighthouse, the 
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Hacienda Four-Wheel-Drive Expedition

Approximately 4 hours • $$$

Buckle up, start your engine and get ready for an exciting off-road 

expedition back in time through the low jungles of the Yucatán 

Peninsula, to an authentic Mexican hacienda from the 1800s. Your 

expedition begins with a brief overview of the tour and the “rules 

of the road,” then it’s time to get behind the wheel and explore the 

hidden secrets of Yucatán. Enjoy the Mexican sun on your back 

and the Gulf breeze in your face as you explore the amazing village 

of Progreso for an up-close view of local life. Leave civilization 

and pass by marshes and mangroves as you travel back in time to 

a long-forgotten era. Along the way, you will pass by the breeding 

grounds of numerous migratory and indigenous birds. Your 

journey will take you through sleepy local villages and then veer 

off the pavement until you arrive at a beautifully restored hacienda 

for a sample of the ancient grandeur of this antique lifestyle. 

Stroll through the manicured grounds, relax or take a dip in the 

freshwater swimming pool. Your journey to the past offers a view 

of a hacienda that is complete with original furnishings from the 

turn of the 20th century, as well as various artifacts from this era. 

You will experience real Mexican hospitality with a refreshing, 

cold drink and snack at the hacienda, and then you’re on the road 

again for your journey forward in time and back to present-day 

Progreso.

Please note: Each vehicle holds four guests. Bring insect repellent, 

valid driver’s license, towel, swimsuit, sunglasses, sunscreen and hat. 

The off-road portion can be very bumpy and uneven—not advised 

for pregnant women or people with back injuries. Presence/amount 

of wildlife is subject to seasonal variation. Watching distance can 

greatly vary. Bring binoculars.

➤	 progreso,  
mexico

Your guide will do his/her best to speak English, but please 
keep in mind that the limited tourism infrastructure of 
Parintins is part of the city’s charm, and bear with any  
language difficulties he/she may encounter. 
 

sightseeing tours

Parintins by Tricycle

Approximately 1½ hours • $$

If you haven’t been on a tricycle in years, Parintins is a great place 
to relive the thrill of childhood on an adult-size three-wheeler 
designed for stability and fun! These character-filled trikes are 
decorated by the locals; each trike takes one or two passengers 
and is pedaled by a rider/guide. This is the perfect opportunity to 
mix with the natives of Parintins. Your tour starts outside the port 
and takes you past the major highlights of the city. Watch for the 
Caprichoso Boi Club, Liberty Square and the Bumbódromo where 
the annual Boi Bumba festival is held. After a short visit here, enjoy 
a drink of fresh water and continue to the city’s cathedral. Step 
inside before you head back along the shore to the port.

The Boi Bumba Festival Show 

Approximately 1½ hours • $$

The must-see Boi Bumba is one of the greatest folk festivals in 
Brazil. It is a world full of magic, bright colors, music, dance and 
folklore—a feast for the senses. The luxurious costumes and floats 
are comparable to those seen at Rio’s Carnival. At the Bumba Bull 
festivities, the seductive Samba is replaced by milder melodies, and 
the props and allegories are usually crafted with local raw materials 
such as tree bark, seeds and peacock feathers. The show features 
approximately 100 dancers and musicians, and will be performed 
at a local Caprichoso Club. A local Caipirinha drink will be served 
during the 75-minute show.

➤	 parintins,  
brazil
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sightseeing tours

Kodiak Beach Exploration

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Experience a unique ride aboard a safari-type Kodiak truck. Your 

adventure begins as you take a scenic drive along the four-mile 

pier onto dry land and through Progreso, taking in the sights of 

this colorful fishing town. Hear about the history of the town while 

driving along El Malecon (the sea wall) and catch a glimpse of 

everyday life in a rural Mexican town. Leaving Progreso behind, 

you will see the summer homes of Merida’s upper class before 

arriving at the Mirador viewpoint. Enjoy cold water and admire 

a variety of bird species in their natural environment. The largest 

and most colorful are the pink flamingoes in one of their last 

natural breeding grounds in the Americas. You’ll have about 30 

minutes to observe this beautiful preserve. Binoculars are available 

to use from the different heights of the observation deck tower. 

Back at the Malecon, enjoy a drink at a well-known restaurant, or 

you can jump into the ocean and enjoy the beautiful beach area 

while soaking up the tropical sun. After some time in downtown 

Progreso, re-board your truck and return to the ship.

Please note: Presence/amount of wildlife is subject to season, time of 

day and weather. Use of binoculars is required.

Beach Day Pass

Approximately 4 hours • $

It’s beach time! Pack your bag for a leisurely beach day at one of 

the best spots in Progreso—Club Cocoteros—featuring convenient 

facilities for a relaxing, semi-private day at the beach. Facilities 

include a swimming pool, kids’ pool, showers, changing rooms, 

bar service, kids playground and a splendid beach for you to 

enjoy fun in the sun, a cold Mexican drink, and the company of 

your family or friends in a safe and comfortable environment 

free of persistent vendors. The entertaining staff will organize 

beach games, dancing and lots of fun. Optional activities such as 

windsurfing and tennis are also available (nominal fees apply).

Hacienda Bike Trek

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Glory still lingers in authentic Mexican haciendas—once working 

plantations and now historical relics left to ruin while the land 

around them surrenders to the ever-growing jungle. From 

Dzibichaltun, trek your way through the wilderness of the Yucatan 

Peninsula for a unique biking adventure to discover these relics, 

hidden but not forgotten over the last century. Your adventure 

begins as you are transported to the small town of Dzibichaltun 

by air-conditioned van or bus. There, in front of the old church, 

you will be fitted to your bike while your bilingual guide briefs 

you on road rules for safety and what you may expect to see. Pedal 

past the first abandoned hacienda, the ruins welcoming you down 

the trail to their past. Go back in time on this semi-paved bumpy 

path, made just right for an exciting ride on a mountain bike. The 

trail passes through another small Mexican town, the site of your 

first rest stop where you will receive a beverage to quench your 

thirst. Encounter the typical structures of everyday rural Mexican 

life—a town church, cemetery, school, handmade-tortilla stand, 

and a mini-grocery store. Continuing back on the jungle trail, 

you will visit another relic of a hacienda, once steeped in splendor 

and riches from Mexico’s “green gold” or sisal (henequen) fiber. 

Further down the road, you’ll coast right by fields of these famous 

plants, which cornered the fiber market throughout the World 

War I era. Soon, the jungle clears and you arrive to the working 

restored Hacienda Kutz, restored its full glory that still remembers 

its roots. Explore the manicured grounds or underground cave, see 

the elegant décor of the house and museum, or refresh yourself in 

the freshwater pool. After you’ve had a chance to relax in luxury, 

the van or bus will take you back to the present day and your 

waiting ship. 
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75 arches overlooking the central square. Stroll through the castle-

like structure as your guide explains the colorful history of the role 

this city played in conquest the Yucatán. Then it’s time for lunch 

at a nearby restaurant and for some shopping in the nearby plaza, 

which has the feel of this ancient city. Afterwards, you will board 

the bus for the return trip to Progreso and your ship.

Celestun Natural Reserve Adventure

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

Take a natural expedition to the Celestun Estuary, the natural 

paradise of the Yucatan State, located approximately 90 miles from 

Merida. The exceptional landscape of Celestun is UNESCO World 

Biosphere Reserve. Since 1979, this 14-mile long region, covering 

a surface area of 59,139 hectares, has been an officially declared 

fauna shelter. The banks of the coastal lagoon harbor fauna and 

flora of exceptional beauty. Ducks migrate from Canada in the 

months of December and March to this amazing paradise. Large 

varieties of fish, and aquatic birds live in this ecosystem and could 

be found in the surrounding low deciduous forest and tropical 

undergrowth. This region boasts several mammal species. Your 

adventure begins as you drive to Celestun and board a motor 

craft to head off through the clear, shallow river filled with lush 

mangroves and wildlife. Watch for pink flamingoes in their natural 

ecosystem, depending on the season. Then you will encounter the 

Cambay Spring, a beautiful freshwater pool where you will have 

the chance to take a swim. Note that the water from this natural 

spring is cool. Afterwards, you will return to the boat pier and 

board the bus for a return trip to Progreso. Lunch is included.

Please note: Presence/amount of wild life is subject to seasonal 

variation. Use of binoculars is recommended.

Chichen-Itza Mayan Ruins with Lunch

Approximately 8¼ hours • $$$

It’s a scenic drive to Chichen-Itza, one of the most important 

archeological sites on the American continent that was once the 

home of one of the great Mayan empire. You’ll view the towering 

remains and explore the legendary city of Chichen-Itza, which 

sprawls over six square miles. Visit the pyramid of Kulkulcan, the 

Dzibichaltun Mayan Ruins Express

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$

This express tour allows adventure travelers to experience an 

amazing Mayan site with time for relaxing and shopping back at 

Progreso afterwards. Explore the ruins of the lost Mayan city of 

Dzibichaltun and discover the mystical Mayan world of one of the 

oldest and possibly one of the most populated Mayan cities found 

in this area of the Yucatán. Upon arrival at the archeological site, 

you will take a guided tour of this long-forgotten city to discover 

some of its hidden secrets and mysteries. See temples and buildings 

used by these mysterious people until the arrival of the Spaniards 

in the 16th century. As you stroll the sacred grounds, you will visit 

an ancient cenote (natural fresh water well) and see the traditional 

Mayan huts used for centuries as well as artifacts dating from 500 

BC. The most important structure is the Temple of the Seven 

Dolls, a tribute to the astronomical skills of the Mayans. Early 

in the morning on each spring or autumn equinox (March and 

September 21st) an amazing spectacle of light astounds the senses 

as the sun rises behind the stone temple. No trip to Dzibichaltun is 

complete without a visit to the museum, located inside the site, to 

see the traditional Mayan huts used for centuries as well as artifacts 

dating from 500 BC as well as interesting items and displays from 

the more recent history of the area. After viewing this ancient city, 

it is time to return to the pier by air-conditioned bus. 

Izamal: the Golden City

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

Izamal also known as “the City of the Hills” is considered the 

Yucatán state’s most important colonial city, capturing a rich 

legacy of pre-Hispanic and colonial architecture. Take a scenic 

drive to Izamal, where you will switch to a horse and buggy for a 

ride past the massive Kinich-Kakmo pyramid towering over the 

town, and typical Mexican dwellings. As you ride through the 

streets you will see that the city gets its name, the Golden City, 

from the buildings and walls that are painted a brilliant yellow. 

Leaving the buggy, you will visit a majestic convent built atop the 

base of an ancient Mayan pyramid, rich with the history of the 

conquest of the Mayans. View the unique atrium, surrounded by 



140

progreso, mexico

141

progreso, mexico

Spanish Colonial Architecture. Step into the Cathedral, famous 

for the murals depicting the meeting between Montejo and the 

Mayan King Tutl Xiu. You will also see the Governor’s Palace and 

the beautiful murals by the Yucatecan artist Fernando Pacheco, 

depicting Mayan social history. Montejo’s Boulevard, inspired by 

the Champs Elysées, is a living architectural museum featuring 

mansions with French, Italian, Spanish influences. Nearby you will 

stop at the Monument to the Country—a synthesis of Mexican 

history carved in stone designed by the Colombian sculptor 

Romulo Rozo Krauss. Return to Progreso with a short stop at a 

tequila and silver shopping venue.

aquatic tours

Cenote Snorkel Experience

Approximately 6½ hours • $$

Jump into the past with a visit to two fabulous refreshing cenotes 

(underground wells) on this exciting off-road expedition as you 

experience a real Mexican jungle safari including a train ride. 

Travel back in time through the low jungles of the Yucatan 

Peninsula to explore caverns and a working hacienda. Your 

journey takes you through the back streets of the village of 

Progreso for an up close view of local life as it has been for 

decades and you leave civilization for a drive into a long-forgotten 

era. Experience this tour of a lifetime as you go back in time 

and explore the hidden secrets of the Yucatán that have been 

awaiting your arrival for centuries. You’ll drive by an old hacienda 

representing a period suspended in time and learn the history 

of these once magnificent structures built about 1885 where 

henequen (sisal), the “green gold” of the colonial period on the 

Yucatan Peninsula, is still harvested and processed much the same 

as it was in colonial times. Next, it’s time to climb aboard a horse-

drawn cart for your journey into the jungle. Pass by local natives 

whose lives are seemingly untouched by time. The anticipation of 

real adventure increases as you arrive at the first mystical cenote 

where you will be given instructions by a dive master and receive 

your snorkel equipment. Descending the stairs into this Cenote 

you will be in awe as you view this huge cavern and enter the 

crystal, clear, brisk water and view stalactites, stalagmites and other 

ball court, the Temple of the Warriors, and the observatory where 

Mayan priests accurately calculated celestial events spanning a 

million years. See the mystical cenote where human sacrifices were 

performed and the Temple of the Warriors. After the exploration 

of the ruins, enjoy a delicious Yucatecan lunch at a nearby 

restaurant before returning to the ship.

Merida City & Dzibichaltun Mayan Ruins

Approximately 5½ hours • $$$

Experience the grace and antiquity of the city of Merida and 

explore the mystery of Dzibichaltun, the oldest and most populous 

Mayan city of the Yucatan. After razing the Mayan city of T’ho, 

the Spanish Conquistadors built the city of Merida using stone 

from the pyramids to construct the new city. Merida was modeled 

after the city of the same name in Spain, and the resurrected city 

was christened in 1542. Steeped in the history of its Mayan roots, 

Spanish colonialism and long isolation, Merida has evolved a 

unique culture which is reflected in the magnificent character of 

its architecture, its cuisine, public events and people. The first 

portion of the tour will be spent viewing the Dzibichaltun Mayan 

Ruins, founded in 2000 BC, which archeologists consider to be the 

oldest Mayan ceremonial center in Yucatán. The most important 

structure is the temple of the seven dolls where a phenomenon of 

sunlight can be seen during the equinox. During this time, light 

beams shine through the windows to divide the interior. You will 

also visit Yucatan Dzonot, a typical underground river. Next, visit 

the city of Merida and experience its grace and antiquity. Horse-

drawn carriages travel along the tree-lined Paseo de Montejo 

boulevard, where sidewalk cafés and grand restaurants offer 

respite. Visit the conqueror Montejo’s house, Montejo Boulevard, 

residential areas, the downtown shopping core and the Main Plaza.

Merida Sightseeing & Shopping

Approximately 5¼ hours • $$

Tour the fine colonial city of Merida and explore the sites 

around the zocalo—the main plaza—and shop downtown. You 

will visit Casa Montejo. The founding fathers of Merida began 

construction of this home in 1549—an excellent example of 
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Sky Walk in the Forest

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Visit the Sky Walk in the Forest, consisting of trails and five cable 

bridges to see birds and animals living in the treetops. More than 

120 species of birds have been identified as well as kinkajou, 

agoutis and coatis. The 11⁄2 hour walk downhill is moderate to 

strenuous and affords breathtaking views of the coastline. Trails 

may be muddy sometimes as it rains frequently. A one-hour drive 

on a straight and flat road brings you back to the pier. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years. Bring binoculars; wear light 

clothing and hiking shoes. Not suitable for wheelchairs.	

Tropical Forest Aerial Tram

Approximately 7 hours • $$$

About 1½ hours by motor coach from the Puntarenas pier, you 

will find a reserve with cascading 40-foot waterfall, giant rain forest 

trees and panoramic views of the ocean. Board an eight-seater, 

open- air gondola with canvas awnings and a naturalist guide, 

and enjoy the ride as the wonders of the forest unfold before your 

eyes. The tram is an adventurous, unique, ecotourism sightseeing 

experience. It takes visitors on an excursion through the canopy 

of the rain forest to discover the beauty of the hanging gardens of 

air plants, animals and birds, hidden at the top of diverse tall trees. 

Home to two-thirds of all rain forest species, the rain forest canopy 

is a little-known world of tremendous beauty and extraordinary 

biological diversity. The tramway runs through a private reserve 

that contributes to the protection of one of the richest canopy 

communities in the world. The canopy is full of both known and 

obscure plant species. The lower, outbound leg of the tram ride 

➤	 puerto  
caldera/ 
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unique formations for a refreshing snorkel. Enjoy a soft drink or 

water and a box lunch, as the expedition proceeds via horse-drawn 

cart deeper into the low jungle and wilderness of Mexico. Climb 

down a ladder at the second underground cenote, illuminated by 

the brilliant sunlight shining down from above, and notice the 

ceiling with tree roots embedded in it! After this refreshing and 

exciting safari adventure it’s time to take the horse-drawn cart to 

your return transportation and begin your journey forward in 

time and back to civilization and your cruise ship. This is a unique 

experience you won’t want to miss! 
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Turubari Aerial Tram & Nature Park

Approximately 5 hours • $$$

Explore Costa Rica’s, newest eco-attraction, Turubari. This nature 

park is designed to allow visitors to commune with nature and 

demonstrate how land use changes can help preserve the planet 

and provide economic support to the surrounding community, 

using the beauty of nature and culture. Visionary conservationists 

have transformed this once-barren valley into a beautiful and lush 

eco-park with tropical foliage, botanical collections, walking trails 

and many other attractions. Board an air-conditioned coach for a 

guided 75-minute drive to Turubari. Upon arrival, take the scenic 

aerial gondola down into the park where your naturalist guide will 

be waiting. Follow the guide through the large butterfly garden 

that houses over 40 different species and then to the first walking 

trail, the Iguana Trail. Continuing you will arrive to the Bromelia’s 

Garden. At the conclusion of the guided walks, return to the 

restaurant via Aerial Tram where a delicious tropical fruit buffet 

will be awaiting for you.

Tropical Forest Horseback Riding 

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

A horseback and nature adventure awaits in the town of Cascajal 

de Orotina, just 45 minutes from Puntarenas. Local expert 

horsemen will be waiting for you in the corral of an old hacienda 

that once comprised part of an extensive cattle farm. Sunshine 

and shade will refresh your spirit as you ride the trails to El Faro, 

the highest point on the ride. From here, you’ll descend to the 

Machuca river, where you’ll enter a section of virgin tropical 

dry forest. This forest is considered to be one of the world’s 

rarest ecosystems, and you’ll be able to experience the exuberant 

vegetation and exciting wildlife of this exceptional environment. 

Ride along the river’s banks, finally arriving at a little ranch in the 

middle of this tropical forest experience. Here, you’ll bask in the 

soothing rhythms of river water and enjoy fresh fruit and ice-cold 

water. After resting, you’ll start back, passing through a mango 

plantation. You’ll learn about the tasty fruit’s importance, as well 

as harvesting techniques, before heading back to the hacienda.

Please note: Maximum weight is 220 lbs. Waiver form must be signed.

will skim over hilltops and introduce riders to the sub-canopy, a 

dark world of overburdened limbs dripping with mosses, ferns 

and orchids. Lianas and vines drape over branches and traverse 

forest spaces where they are commonly used as paths by many 

animals. The return leg of the ride reveals an even more dramatic 

portion of the trip as the car glides on a journey through and 

above the canopy with stunning vistas. Enjoy a short, optional 

walk through the tropical forest to enhance the experience. 

Following the extraordinary experience of the tram, you’ll enjoy a 

delicious typical Costa Rican buffet lunch in the on-site restaurant 

with tropical drinks in a relaxing atmosphere surrounded by 

the rain forest. Before the ride back to the ship you will have an 

opportunity to shop in the Rain Forest Souvenir Shop. 

Please note: Lunch is included. Wear light clothing; bring rain gear, 

hat, sunscreen and insect repellent.

Aerial Tram with Canopy Zipline

Approximately 8 hours • $$$

Enjoy one of Costa Rica’s leading attractions—the Aerial Tram. 

Depending upon your arrival time, you may first attend view a 

video presentation introducing you to the Atlantic Rain Forest, or 

join an expert naturalist guide for the exhilarating aerial tram ride 

which takes approximately 80 minutes in comfortable gondolas 

designed for six passengers each and a bilingual naturalist guide. 

You will safely glide from the rain forest floor up to the treetops 

to observe majestic towering trees, lianas, giant ferns, hanging 

gardens and occasional wildlife. After the canopy ride enjoy a 

traditional Costa Rican lunch before you explore the rain forest 

from the ground up to the canopy and down again. The Costa 

Rican Ministry of Environment and Energy has awarded the 

Ecological Flag to this eco-tour, declaring it of national public 

interest. Start your adventure at the canopy experience receiving 

top-quality gear and secure harnesses to effortlessly traverse 

the canopy from platform to platform. You will soar through 

the treetops of giant native trees just like a monkey as you fly 

across the magnificent Molinete River. Stupendous rewards 

of breathtaking views and occasional wildlife sightings add to 

your exhilarating adventure during this unique bird’s-eye view 

experience. 
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tour guide will point out the most outstanding features of the 

forest, including several species of birds, monkeys, butterflies and 

mammals that inhabit the area. During a 75-minute walk downhill 

(moderate to mild) you will enjoy the sights and sounds of the 

forest. After the walk, enjoy a delicious tropical juice and fruits 

in Santa Lucia’s old town. Browse in the shops before continuing 

on to the Pura Vida Gardens. Pura Vida Gardens & Waterfalls 

is a birdwatchers’ and butterfly paradise. You can see and feed 

scarlet macaws and toucans. From here, the panoramic views of 

the Pacific coastline are spectacular. Manicured walkways meander 

along a river and at the crest of a mountain, through the largest 

and most spectacular gardens in Costa Rica. Bijagual, one of the 

tallest waterfalls in Costa Rica at over 600 feet, borders the gardens. 

More than sixty thousand flowering plants, including 60 varieties 

of heliconias, 10 varieties of ginger, blooming banana plants and 

orchids are found here. Butterflies are plentiful in this natural 

setting. Macaws, parrots, parakeets, toucans, trogons, kingfishers 

and waterfowl make their home here. Reptiles and amphibians 

such as huge crocodiles, iguanas and colorful frogs are quite 

common as well. Enjoy a delicious lunch served in the charming 

restaurant surrounded by lush greenery.

Panoramic Scenic Ride

Approximately 3¼ hours • $$

Costa Rica’s topography is among the world’s most diverse. 

Rolling hills, high mountains, plains, valleys, and riverbeds are just 

part of the gorgeous landscape that make you think “paradise.” 

Your sightseeing drive will start by heading south on the Coastal 

Highway to the town of Orotina, and includes some stretches 

along the Pacific Ocean. At Orotina your tour bus will stop at the 

farmers’ market, giving you a great opportunity to interact with 

the locals. Here you can find many types of souvenirs including 

some truly exotic tropical fruits, such as caimitos (star apples), 

cashew fruits, cashew nuts, mangos, zapotes and many more 

amazing fruits endemic to Costa Rica. You will pass by cantaloupe 

and watermelon plantations, farming areas and most certainly 

see some birds along the way, all example of sustainable living 

between man and nature. After leaving Orotina, you will continue 

to San Mateo and Esparza. At Esparza you will be greeted by a 

folkloric show presentation in this town that is one of the most 

sightseeing tours

Picturesque Sarchi 

Approximately 5 hours • $

Sarchi is the home of Costa Rica’s finest craftsmanship. This scenic 

town is located in the west area of the Central Valley just 40 miles 

away from Puntarenas. It is an area surrounded by coffee and 

sugar cane plantations. This is a great place to learn about how 

important farming is in this country. As you pass through the 

town of Sarchi, discover the Costa Rican farmer’s most important 

symbol—the brightly-colored, hand-painted oxcart. The oxcart 

tradition started more than a century ago, and you will have the 

opportunity to watch practiced craftsmen as they paint their 

oxcarts just like their ancestors did. Take a look at how oxcarts 

turn into a hand-painted piece of art. Shopping time is scheduled 

here. A large variety of woodcrafts, leather goods, beautiful 

post cards and souvenirs of all kinds will be available to please 

everyone’s taste. Just before returning to the pier, enjoy the town 

of Grecia with a short stop for photos of its park and unique, late-

1800s, all-metal church! After Grecia, relax for a ride through the 

green-blue mountains and the 11⁄2-hour ride back to the ship. 

Rain Forest Sky Walk & Pura Vida Gardens 

Approximately 7¾ hours • $$$

Experience the raw power of the rain forest on the Sky Walk 

walking tour that lets you observe a wide array of exotic flora 

and wildlife firsthand. More than 400 species of birds have 

been catalogued here, from scarlet macaws to cotingas to the 

alack-hooded antshrike. The Sky Walk will take you into a 

world of green rain forests. Abundant wildlife inhabits the forest 

surrounding the Tarcoles River and protected biological reserves, 

making for interesting observation. After a short, easy walk you 

will arrive at the first of three suspended cable bridges over the 

canopy of the forest. Each bridge stretches between 270 and 

330 feet and cross exuberant flora of the rain forest up to 126 

feet above the ground. You will have an impressive view of the 

marshlands of the Tarcoles River. Your English-speaking naturalist 
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and crocodiles and iguanas which are easily spotted. As you enjoy 

this boat ride into the heart of the mangroves, you, enjoy tropical 

fruits, soft drinks and beer. Relaxation and nature’s beauty come 

together on this unforgettable ride. 

Costa Rica’s Countryside & Coffee Tour

Approximately 8 hours • $$

A picturesque two-hour ride over the Pan-American Highway 

brings you to the Central Valley’s rich farmlands, green hills and 

tropical forest mountains. Stop at the colonial city of Heredia, 

home of Café Britt’s Coffee Tour. At Britt, a group of professional 

actors, performing as a typical Costa Rican farmer family, will take 

you through the coffee field, where you will learn how this crop 

grows in the highlands of Costa Rica. See a dynamic play show at 

the Britt’s theater, then it’s time to taste a good cup of coffee and 

enjoy the gracious lifestyle of a farming family. Continue to Valle 

del Sol to enjoy a delicious home-style lunch under the mango 

trees, while you enjoy beautiful gardens and local music.

boat tours

Tropical Mangrove River Cruise

Approximately 5¼ hours • $$

The Guacalillos Estuary and the Tarcoles River are noted for 

mangrove forests that make an excellent habitat for endemic birds 

such as the mangrove cuckoo, hummingbirds, vireo, the Panama 

flycatcher, herons and egrets. This particular mangrove forest is 

important for the conservation of the endangered scarlet macaw. 

250 species of crocodiles, insects and birds also make this area their 

home. The mouth of the Tarcoles River is one of the richest sites 

for sea and shore birds, especially from October to April. Ospreys, 

gulls, cormorants and pelicans are plentiful here, as are iguanas, 

lizards and storks. An easy walk takes you 560 feet along firm land 

next to the mangroves before boarding an open-sided, covered 

boat for a two-hour ride through the estuary. Refreshments and 

fresh fruit will be served, accompanied by Marimba music at the 

end of the tour.

picturesque in Costa Rica’s Central Pacific region. The central park 

and its church are typical of Costa Rica’s hardworking rural towns. 

You will continue your journey down to sea level, admiring the 

sweeping view. Green, rolling hills covered by pasture lands, with 

the ocean in the distance, will just be part of the unique pictures 

to take back home. The colorful homes along the way feature large 

gardens and “living fences” made of beautiful plants and trees.

Orchid Farm

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

In just under an hour drive through local rural scenery, your 

air-conditioned motor coach reaches the Orchid Farm. Unlike 

gardens at home, these grounds are designed to show visitors the 

beauty of orchids all year round, with many colors, shapes and 

sizes. While strolling within the green houses and collections, 

you will learn a good deal about these stunning plants and their 

flowers. A naturalist guide enhances your experience narrating 

the history and secrets of orchids. Visiting the packing facilities 

to see how these beautiful flowers are handled and shipped all 

over the world. Enjoy fresh tropical fruit and browse in the small 

gift shop heading back to the pier on a one-hour drive.

Please note: Wear comfortable walking shoes and light cotton 

clothing. Walking time at the farm will be approximately one hour 

in partial sun and high humidity.

Tropical Train Ride & Exotic Mangrove Glide

Approximately 5¼ hours • $$

Travel back in time and deep into Costa Rica’s culture. You’ll 

board the historic Pacific Railroad that was used to transport the 

country’s valuable coffee harvests from the highlands to the coastal 

ports. This guided train ride will take you through small towns and 

past rural and tropical scenery. Large picture windows allow you to 

experience all the beauty of Costa Rica’s countryside. Bottled water 

will be offered during the train ride. Arriving in Orotina, famous 

for its tropical fruit orchards, you’ll board a motor coach and head 

to the Tarcoles River. Here, you’ll enjoy the a tropical mangrove 

adventure. Pure, untouched nature surrounds you as you see 

four different species of mangroves, teeming with exotic birds, 
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adventure tours

Tapachula City & Izapa Archaeological Site

Approximately 4½ - 5 hours • $$

This tour covers some of the most important attractions in the 

Chiapas region, including agricultural activities, archaeological 

site and museum, the central plaza, church and the House of 

Culture. Tapachula is the second-most important city in the State 

of Chiapas, after its capital—Tuxtla Gutierrez. Learn about the 

main economic activities of the region (agriculture, cattle breeding 

and fishing) at Buenos Aires Ranch, where the owners undertake 

cultivation of mangos, papayas, flowers and rambutan —an exotic 

and delicious fruit from Southeast Asia. Fish farming occurs 

here in tanks. You’ll see the different stages of the process, from 

egg collection to the final fishing with a circular net. Your next 

stop will be at Izapa, an archaeological site that, even though not 

completely explored, is one of the most important in the State of 

Chiapas. A ceremonial center founded around 1500 BC for cocoa 

trading—the currency of pre-Hispanic times. This was the main 

civic and religious center of the Pacific lowlands, where the Mixe 

and Zoque inhabitants maintained contact with the Maya groups. 

At the Central Miguel Hidalgo Park, you will have the opportunity 

to visit the Regional Museum of Anthropology and History of 

the Soconusco to admire an exhibit of pieces from the Pre-Classic 

Maya Period and remnants that the Olmec and Aztec cultures left 

in their attempts to conquer the region. The adjacent House of 

Culture, has different exhibits of the local arts and crafts and some 

Tapachula antiques.

Please note: Wear a long-sleeved light cotton shirt, pants and 

comfortable walking shoes. Bring a hat, sunscreen, insect repellent 

and your camera. 

➤ puerto 
chiapas, 
mexico

sightseeing tours

Historic Hamburgo 
Coffee Plantation & Gardens

  Approximately 8 hours • $$$$

Coffee ranks second among international commodity exports 

(outdone only by oil). More than 20 million people make their 

living from coffee worldwide. Its cultivation is intense and requires 

abundant manpower. Coffee workers regulate the complex process 

of removing the bean from its pulp and mucilage covering. The 

beans are then spread out in the sun to dry for several days or 

are dried in special machines. The skin (or parchment) and 

the silvery integument are removed, revealing the green bean 

(the so-called cafe oro or gold coffee). These beans are then 

packaged for shipping, roasting, grinding and drinking around 

the world. Join this excursion to visit one of the oldest coffee 

estates in Mexico, Hamburgo Plantation, founded in 1888 by 

Arthur Erich Edelmann, of Perleberg, Germany. He, along with 

other Europeans, had been invited by the Mexican government 

to intensify agriculture and create jobs in the highlands of the 

Soconusco region of Chiapas. Nowadays this plantation is a 

Starbucks provider, and is handled by the fifth generation of its 

founders. Long years passed before Arthur Erich’s perseverance 

and hard work could bring about an industry that the government 

itself was longing to foster. He was practically alone on this 

adventure, except for the company of his wife, Doris Mertens, 

and his closest colleagues, also from Germany. They built 

the plantation’s own hydro-electric plants to generate power, 

obtaining the right to the use of the waters of Cuilco River. All 

the necessary machinery was brought from Germany. At that 

time, there were no access roads to the plantation, everything, 

machinery, raw materials necessary for plantation’s production, 

and coffee beans themselves were all transported on mule-back 

between Puerto Chiapas and the plantation—a trip that lasted 

anywhere between two and six days. Transfer two hours to the 

property at an altitude of 3,300 feet above the sea level. You’ll be 

amazed by the breathtaking views. Relax for a while before getting 

to know the coffee process. Learn about the important steps 
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Rain Forest Aerial Tram

Approximately 7½ - 8 hours • $$$

If walking through a rain forest seems exiting, then imagine the 

experience of traveling on top of it! This is a reality in the central 

mountain rain forest of Costa Rica. The Rain Forest Aerial Tram 

has become an adventurous and unique eco-tourism sightseeing 

experience. It takes visitors on a 70-minute excursion through the 

canopy of the rain forest allowing you to discover the beauty of the 

hanging gardens of air plants, animals and birds hidden at the top 

of diverse tall trees. Home to two-thirds of all rain forest species, 

the rain forest canopy is a little-known world of tremendous 

beauty and extraordinary biological diversity. The tramway runs 

through a private reserve that borders the Braulio Carrillo National 

Park. This contributes to the protection of one of the richest 

canopy communities in the world. The canopy is full of both 

known and unknown plant species. See canopy life and discover 

new things on the natural history world. The lower, outbound leg 

of the tram ride will skim over hilltops and introduce you to the 

sub canopy, a dark world of overburdened limbs dripping with 

mosses, ferns and orchids. Lianas and vines drape over branches 

and traverse forest spaces where they are commonly used as paths 

by many animals. The return leg reveals an even more dramatic 

portion of the trip as the cars glide on a journey through and 

above the canopy. Before returning to the pier you will enjoy a 

tasty Costa Rican lunch. 

Please note: Lunch is included. Light clothing, rain gear, hat, sun 

block and insect repellent are recommended. 

➤	 puerto  
limón,  
costa ricaof coffee production—more than 100 steps are involved in the 

activity. You will get to see more than a dozen operations, from 

manually harvesting the fruit to soaking it in the fermentation 

tanks. Visit the huge machines where the beans are dried, discover 

how the skin is peeled, and how the beans are sorted and packed. 

Also, learn about the coffee pickers, who they are and how they 

live and work. A delicious lunch will be served at a local restaurant 

with a demonstration on how to prepare a good cup of coffee 

and the tasting of various kinds. Finally, in the restaurant gardens, 

you will be introduced to tropical flowers and plants, including 

orchids. Return to your ship with a two-hour van transfer back to 

the port.

boat tours

Barra San Jose Mangrove Reserve

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $$

The lush mangroves of Chiapas offer sights of nature at its best, 

including rare species of local and migratory birds, as well as a 

chance to watch the locals fishing. For nature lovers this tour offers 

a unique opportunity to get to know the exotic and abundant 

wildlife of this reserve. After a short transfer from port, you will 

arrive at Pozuelos mangroves and board a boat to start your 

exciting expedition. Cruise pleasantly for about 45-60 minutes 

through this exotic eco-system to get to a sandbank where the 

lagoon joins the sea. A short stop allows time to feel the cold 

water and stroll for a while on the long, wild beach. The variety of 

birds seen along the way is fascinating—pelicans, herons, ospreys, 

cormorants, hummingbirds, egrets, spoonbills and storks, among 

others. Also watch for caimans, turtles and a local small fish 

that seems to walk on the water. Your knowledgeable guide will 

comment about the characteristics of this ecosystem and the fauna. 

Due to the wealth of species found also in the water, a number of 

locals make their living out of shrimp, fish, mussels, barnacles, and 

crab fishing. Their methodology is quite fascinating.

Please note: Wear a long-sleeved light cotton shirt, pants and shoes 

you don’t mind getting wet. Bring a hat, sunscreen, insect repellent 

and your camera. The boat is partially covered. 
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like fun, nature and relaxation, horseback riding is waiting for you. 

Please note: Waiver must be signed.

Jungle Kayaking

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Guests participating in this adventure will experience something 

unique—rain forest kayaking in Costa Rica. After a 1¼-hour ride 

from the pier, you will arrive at Matina’s Dock. Enjoy a delicious 

buffet of tropical fruits and Limón’s Afro-Caribbean Calypso 

music. From there, a 15-minute boat ride will bring you to a 

rain forest Lagoon. Before heading out, guests will receive safety 

instructions and a demonstration about the use of the equipment. 

Surrounded by lush tropical forest, there is a great deal of pleasure 

in the tranquility and the sounds of the jungle, Softly paddling 

from time to time, you will make your way through this amazing 

lagoon for approximately 1½ hours. The heavy annual rainfall 

nurtures this area, extremely rich in flora and fauna. There are 

plenty of chances to observe orchids, water lilies, and other 

aquatic plants. You may also be able to spot sea birds, monkeys, 

iguanas, sloths and toucans. It is both a relaxing and invigorating 

experience. 

Please note: Not suitable for wheelchair guests. Bring a change of 

clothes, sunscreen and insect repellent; wear a hat and sturdy shoes 

that will get wet.

Costa Rica Off-Road Adventure 

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

This tour goes places in Costa Rica where most vehicles dare not 

venture. Your adventure begins when you walk up the gangway to 

board an all-terrain vehicle that is one of a kind in Costa Rica and 

head south along the coast that connects Limón with the Panama 

border. After leaving the main road, you will come upon the small 

village of Bananito where you will learn about the history of the 

railroad in Costa Rica. Now it is time to head for the mountains! 

As you drive along, you will view forests, cattle ranches, banana 

plantations and an area with a view point, while you will enjoy 

delicious tropical fruits. In the next part of your journey, passing 

through various rivers and over interesting bridges, the tour heads 

Sloth Sanctuary & Jungle Canoeing

Approximately 5½ hours • $$

Luis and Judy Arroyo, owners and operators of the Aviarios del 

Caribe Sloth Sanctuary, will greet you upon arrival. A seven-

minute video will introduce you to the on-going scientific studies 

being carried out here. For the next 40 minutes you will glide 

through the lush tropical vegetation that surrounds the Estrella 

River, experiencing the exuberance of Costa Rica’s rich Caribbean 

humid tropical rain forest biodiversity. It is common to see 

monkeys, sloths, river otters, caimans, myriad birds, butterflies and 

amphibians. You will also be introduced to the individual animals 

in the Arroyos’ care, and learn their stories and the prognosis 

for their future. Volunteers will conduct this portion of the tour, 

during this time you will learn the wonders of these little-known 

creatures, followed by a guided easy walk through the humid 

tropical lowland forest on a well-kept path. At the conclusion of 

the tour, enjoy icy cold tropical fruit juices and a seasonal tropical 

fruit buffet. On the way back to the ship, you’ll stop briefly for 

shopping.

Rain Forest Horseback Riding 

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

Enjoy the best of the rain forest, jungle and rivers with this unique 

horseback riding adventure. After a 30-minute drive from Puerto 

Limón, you will arrive at the Cedar Ranch, a private, 50-hectare 

reserve protecting virgin stands of pristine tropical forest. Your 

adventure will start at the farm when you get on your horse. Over 

the next two hours, your horse will take you on a ride through 

green pastures and virgin rain forests, and along the banks of the 

Banano River. Bring your binoculars—this is a great opportunity 

to observe birds. In addition, the beautiful bluejean frog and the 

Dendrobates auratus frog abound on the magnificent kapok trees, 

among many other species of flora and fauna. Finally, you will 

arrive at the top of the hill to observe the great views of the Banano 

River and its surroundings. When you return to the ranch, you 

will be treated too tropical fruits and bottled water. You will also 

have the opportunity to buy souvenirs at the air-conditioned store. 

This is a great combination for an adventure near Limón. If you 
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forest floor up to the treetops to observe majestic towering trees, 

lianas, giant ferns, hanging gardens and occasional wildlife.

 sightseeing tours

Coastal Highlights & Banana Plantation Tour

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Departing the Pier of Puerto Limón and heading towards the 

south, you will pass Cieneguita, the oldest part of Limón. The 

province of Limón covers an area of 3,583 square miles with a 

population of 169,000. Many are black descendants from Jamaica 

—originally brought here by Minor C. Keith to build the railroad 

that proved almost impossible. Many of these Jamaicans stayed 

in the area after completion of the railroad to work on the cacao 

and banana plantations. Their houses were built on stilts, as the 

conditions of coastal swamps, landslides, flooding, jungle fevers 

and heavy rains made for hard-won battles. Continuing your 

journey, you will pass Limón International Airport, banana 

and cacao plantations, and beautiful vistas of the Caribbean Sea 

from a coast adorned by palm trees. Keep an eye out as you may 

spot white egrets, blue herons, king fishers, pelicans, iguanas, 

flycatchers, roadside hawks and black shouldered kites. During 

the tour, you will be able to visit a banana-processing plant to see 

how bananas area selected, cleaned and packed for export. After 

your visit to this small banana village, a short stop will be made 

at Colon Caribe, a large shopping plaza, where you can purchase 

local souvenirs to take home.

Pineapple Farm: A Taste of the Tropics

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

You will leave Puerto Limón for a short, evocative tour through 

the lowland rain forest to the Hacienda Ojo de Agua pineapple 

plantation, owned by a family company dedicated to producing 

both fresh and dehydrated pineapples. At the farm, you will learn 

firsthand about the technique of growing and harvesting of one 

of Costa Rica’s main export products. The pineapple originates 

to the mountains road to the remote area of Valle de la Estrella, 

where you will see how the people work in the banana-packing 

plant. Then it is time to head north, back to civilization. 

Rain Forest Canopy Adventure

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

Adrenaline aficionados will love this tour. You will glide through 

the treetops on eight double-cable ziplines that stretch high 

above the ground, connecting 10 platforms that sit in the tops 

of rain forest trees. The longest cable is 1,700 feet long, and 

reaches heights up to 197 feet. You will have the wind in your 

face, the rain forest canopy at eye-level, and spectacular views 

of the surrounding countryside. The platforms are arranged at 

different heights, offering several levels of excitement. After the 

first platform the cables become progressively more thrilling. If 

you’ve had enough, you can return to the lodge after platform two. 

Adventurous souls, however, will push on all the way to platform 

ten.

High There! Canopy Tour & Aerial Tram

Approximately 10 hours • $$$$

Explore the rain forest from the ground up to the canopy and 

down again. The Costa Rican Ministry of Environment and 

Energy has awarded the Ecological Flag to this eco-tour, declaring 

it of national public interest. Start your adventure at the canopy 

experience receiving top-quality gear and secure harnesses to 

effortlessly traverse the canopy from platform to platform. You will 

soar through the treetops of giant native trees just like a monkey 

as you fly across the magnificent Molinete River. Stupendous 

rewards of breathtaking views and occasional wildlife sightings add 

to your exhilarating adventure during this unique bird’s-eye view 

experience. After the canopy ride enjoy a traditional Costa Rican 

lunch before taking to the Aerial Tram. Depending on your arrival 

time, you may first attend view a video presentation introducing 

you to the Atlantic Rain Forest, or join an expert naturalist guide 

for the exhilarating aerial tram ride which takes approximately 80 

minutes in comfortable gondolas designed for six passengers each 

and a bilingual naturalist guide. You will safely glide from the rain 
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boat tours

The Tortuguero Canals

Approximately 4¼ hours • $$

It’s a 1¼-hour ride to the Matina Embarcadero, where you will 

hear Limón’s Afro-Caribbean Calypso and enjoy refreshments. 

Then, board a Mawamba to cruise through the jungle canals of 

Costa Rica’s Caribbean coast. The Tortuguero Canals are known 

as Costa Rica’s “Amazon,” because of the surrounding rain forest. 

Heavy annual rainfall fills the area with orchids, birds, monkeys, 

crocodiles, sloths and toucan. Disembark the boat in Moin to 

board motor coach transportation back to the ship.

from the Americas, and its original name is ananas, which means 

“exquisite fruit.” From a sweeping overlook, you will appreciate 

the vastness of the plantation and the open scenery of Limón 

Province. Continuing on, you will visit the processing and 

dehydrating plants, finally arriving at the plantation’s handsome 

souvenir shop to browse for keepsakes and, of course, to savor the 

sweet flavors of premium-quality fresh and dried pineapples. 

Tayutica Hacienda

Approximately 7¾ hours • $$$

Tayutica Hacienda in the hills of Turrialba belongs to the 

Ortuño family, whose wealth comes from sugar cane, coffee and 

macadamias. Learn about the ancient methods of cultivation and 

processing the sugar cane, where you can see how the extract of 

the sugar cane is cooked, filled into the molds and converted into a 

delicious sweet with macadamia nuts. See the process of cultivating 

coffee—from the red coffee berry to the roasted coffee bean, 

followed by a coffee tasting session. Visit the green house, with 

exotic orchids, and the macadamia drying and peeling plant. Enjoy 

the view of the valley, the Reventazon River and its impressive 

dam, and lunch is served in a covered hall surrounded by exotic 

gardens. A store offers souvenirs at factory prices. 

Caribbean Train, Eco Cruise & Countryside

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

You’ll board a historic but newly-restored car of an open-air train 

that will give you an exclusive opportunity to enjoy Costa Rica’s 

storied Caribbean region. This train has facilitated Costa Rica’s 

banana industry and passes through incredible landscapes. Stops 

are frequent, so you can enjoy the dense wildlife such as sloths, 

monkeys and other colorful creatures that live along the tracks. 

The next part of the tour will take you by boat into the Tortuguero 

Canals where waterfowl, whiteface and spider monkeys and many 

other animals are easily spotted. Fresh fruit, ice cold water and 

beer are served at the take-out point. Upon returning to Moin’s 

private station, your journey continues as you travel by bus to visit 

a banana plantation and packing plant, to get an up-close look at 

the processing of this delicious tropical fruit.
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adventure tours

Deep Sea Fishing

Approximately 7 hours • $$$$

The waters of Guatemala offer great opportunities to fish for 

dorado, marlin and sailfish. All gear, lunch and beverages are 

included on this catch-and-release adventure.

 sightseeing tours

Maya Highlands & Lake Atitlan 

Approximately 10 hours • $$$

Your exciting journey begins when a friendly guide greets you at 

the pier and assists you with boarding an air-conditioned bus. You 

will then drive for 2½ hours through the Guatemalan Lowlands 

and into the Maya Highlands to visit Atitlan, a breathtaking lake 

surrounded by three majestic volcanoes. This region, as your 

knowledgeable guide will explain in detail, is now home to several 

ethnic groups—all descendants of the Mayas. You will notice that 

today’s natives distinguish themselves with hand-made woven 

clothing with decorative patterns that tell their story. At San Lucas 

Toliman, a local town on the shores of Lake Atitlan, you will 

board a boat that will take you across the lake to the main town of 

Panajachel. Once in Panajachel you will enjoy free time to explore 

and shop handicrafts and souvenirs from the many stores and 

street vendors. Then, you will head to the restaurant for lunch 

before beginning journey back to the pier by boat and bus.

Please note: Wear comfortable clothing and walking shoes; bring a 

hat sunglasses, sunscreen, insect repellent and a raincoat, poncho or 

umbrella.

➤	 puerto  
quetzal,  
guatemala Past & Present Colonial Antigua 

Approximately 8½ hours • $$$

Journey to the colonial capital of Antigua at 4,500 feet above sea 

level via a scenic 90-minute, narrated drive through Guatemala’s 

lowlands. Keep an eye out for magnificent views of volcanoes, 

cattle and sugar cane plantation. At 5,000 feet above sea level you 

will discover Antigua, the colonial jewel of the Americas. Once in 

Antigua, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, you will visit Central 

Park and enter the Cathedral. Then, visit the famous Capuchinas 

Convent for a unique insight into convent life of colonial times. 

Your next stop will be at a local restaurant where you will enjoy 

a local meal with many options, and some free time to explore 

on your own. Before returning to the ship, visit the famous Jade 

Museum & Factory where fine jadeite jade is transformed into 

works of art (jadeite jade is found mainly in Guatemala and 

Burma). You will learn about jade and its intricate history within 

the Maya civilization. 

Please note: Wear comfortable walking shoes; bring sunglasses, a 

hat, sunscreen and your camera.

Maya City of Voices: Tikal Expedition by Air

Approximately 10 - 10½ hours • $$$$

Transfer to a nearby airport for a 11⁄2-hour flight by chartered 

aircraft to the vast northern region of Petén. After disembarking 

the aircraft enjoy a one-hour drive along a rain forest-lined road 

en route to the famed Mayan ruins of Tikal. Begin a 2½-mile 

guided hike along dirt roads and pathways leading back in time. A 

mysterious realm unfolds as you enter the forest surrounding the 

ruins, and the Great Plaza will come into view. You will visit the 

Pyramid of the Great Jaguar, the Central Plaza, the Palace of the 

Masks and Pyramid IV. Marvel at the size of the Central Acropolis 

and North Acropolis, and temples that tower above the tree-line. 

Lunch is served on the premises as you relax and reflect on the 

magnificent remnants of the Mayan culture. If time permits, 

you’ll stop at the Sylvanus Morley Museum before you retrace 

your journey back to the ship.

Please note: The walking tour takes three hours and covers 2½ miles 
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about jade and its place in Mayan history. After the tour, you will 

enjoy some free time to purchase jade jewelry before heading back 

to the pier in Quetzal.

Antigua on Your Own

Approximately 6½ hours • $

Transfer to Antigua for time on your own in this ancient city 

that is the colonial jewel of the Americas. You will receive a map 

of Antigua with relevant information and a scenic 90-minute, 

narrated drive will take you through Guatemala’s lowlands. 

Enjoy magnificent views of volcanoes and cattle and sugar cane 

plantations. Once in Antigua, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

disembark the bus at the Central Park. From that point on, you 

will have free time to explore Antigua’s charming streets, churches, 

monasteries, museums and stores until it is time to head back to 

the pier and your ship. 

Please note. If you miss your transportation back to the pier you 

will be responsible for your return trip by taxi. Wear comfortable 

walking shoes. Bring sunglasses and your camera.

Filadelfia Coffee & Antigua

Approximately 7½ hours • $$$

Drive 90 minutes through lowland pastures and past three 

spectacular volcanoes en route to the Filadelfia Coffee Estate 

in the central zone on the outskirts of Antigua. The Filadelfia 

Coffee Estate is an ecological project which encompasses 

approximately 250 acres of land. Experience and see how high-

quality Guatemalan coffee, famous around the world, is cultivated, 

harvested, and processed from the seeding of the coffee beans to 

the preparation of the coffee beverage. Lunch will be served at the 

estate’s outdoor restaurant before you continue with the short 

drive to Antigua. In Antigua you will have some free time to enjoy 

the city’s colonial charms. Antigua was founded in 1543 and in 

declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979. Re-boarding the 

motor coach you will head back to the pier in Puerto Quetzal.

of dirt roads and pathways with gradual inclines and stairways. 

Wear sturdy, comfortable, closed-toe walking shoes, a long-sleeved 

shirt and trousers; bring a rain coat, poncho or umbrella.

Archaeological Copán & Honduras Countryside

Approximately 8½ hours • $$$$

Travel into Honduras by chartered small aircraft to visit Copán—

the Paris of the ancient Mayan world. A short drive leads you over 

a dirt road to the ruins of Copán. Enjoy a 2½-hour, 1¼-mile stroll 

to see the pyramids, temples, and stelae. Marvel at the well-

preserved Ball Court, ponder the peculiar inscriptions on the 

magnificent stelae, and admire the famed Hieroglyphic Stairway. 

Visit the New Sculpture Museum, then you will stop for lunch in 

the town of Copán. Step into the local museum or shop for local 

souvenirs before you fly back to Guatemala and the ship. 

Please note: Bring your passport.

The Best 
of Antigua 

Approximately 7½ hours • $$$

Journey to the colonial capital of Antigua, declared a World 

Heritage Site by UNESCO. The countryside of coastal cattle and 

sugar farms change to volcanic landscapes as you approach the city 

which perches 5,000 feet above sea level. This is the colonial jewel 

of the Americas. You will visit Central Park, where the Cathedral 

and Government Palace are located, the Church and Convent of 

La Merced and the unique Hotel-Musem Casa Santo Domingo. 

Your knowledgeable guide will provide you with relevant 

information. Lunch will be served at Casa Santo Domingo, a 

restored convent that now houses a five-star hotel and cultural 

center, including several small museums of modern and colonial 

art, candles and ceramics, and handicrafts. After lunch, head to 

your last stop of the day—the famous Jade Museum & Factory 

where fine jadeite jade is transformed into works of art. This type 

of jade is found mainly in Guatemala and Burma. You will learn 
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Sierra Madre Hiking Adventure

Approximately 4 hours • $

Take this exciting expedition through the Sierra Madre Mountains. 

The hills encircling Puerto Vallarta are cloaked in tropical 

deciduous forest, alive with color and abounding in wildlife. Your 

hike begins at a hacienda, and within minutes of starting out, you 

will be amazed by the diversity and scenery. A knowledgeable eco-

guide, well-versed in the flora and fauna of the region, can answer 

any questions and point out the highlights. Along the route, stop 

in a secluded volcanic hot water spring for a soothing dip and 

wonderful views. After relaxing at the hot spring, it’s time to head 

back to the ranch. Tour the ranch grounds to get a feel for a real 

working hacienda where horses, cattle and ostriches are raised, and 

botanical gardens boast more than 100 different trees and plants.

Please note: Minimum age is 12 years. Wear shorts and sturdy, 

closed-toe shoes (they will get wet). Bring your swimsuit for the hot 

springs or swimming in the river (if conditions permit). This is an 

active excursion, suitable only for those in top physical condition.

Canopy Adventure

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

Enjoy a truly thrilling ecological experience that offers you the 

unique opportunity to glide through the treetops on a network of 

cables suspended high above the jungle trails in Puerto Vallarta’s 

tropical forest. On this spectacular eco-adventure tour, you will 

experience what can only be described as a breathtaking view of 

one of the most beautiful and complex biological communities 

on earth. Just 60 minutes from Puerto Vallarta, in the heart of 

➤	 puerto  
vallarta,  
mexicoCountry Drive & Coffee Plantation

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Board an air-conditioned motor coach for a 90-minute drive 

through the lowland pastures, sugar cane plantations and 

cattle farms, and past impressive volcanoes en route to a coffee 

plantation. At the plantation, you will be greeted by the staff 

and take a 20-minute walking tour through the coffee fields and 

processing plant where the trail is flat but unpaved. Then you will 

watch an informative video about processing coffee, and enjoy a 

cup of fine Guatemalan java.

Please note: Wear comfortable walking shoes and insect repellent; 

bring sunglasses, a hat, sunscreen and your camera. 
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Please note; Snorkel gear, kayaks, lunch, soft drinks, bottled water 

and beer are included. Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, 

sunglasses and money for souvenirs. Minimum age is 8 years and all 

participants must be able to swim. 

Countryside on Horseback

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Discover the Mexican countryside the way it was meant to be 

discovered, on horseback! After a short drive, you will arrive at 

a hacienda where your guide will conduct a short orientation, 

then match each rider with a horse that suits his or her ability. 

Riding along the Mascota River, you will pass through quaint little 

villages, viewing local scenery and vegetation including mangos, 

bananas, and an assortment of different trees. Wear your swimsuit 

under your riding clothes, and if conditions permit, you may enjoy 

the hot springs and a swim on horseback! After, you’ll head back 

to the ship. 

Please note: Maximum weight is 220 pounds. Minimum age is 12 

years. Long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Guests must 

be in good physical condition. During certain times of the year, the 

river rises and forces the tour to follow the mountain trail, canceling 

the swim.

Eco-Safari Off-Road Adventure

Approximately 7 hours • $$

See the real Mexico and pristine wilderness areas in an open-air, 

all-terrain vehicle. You will be driven through clear mountain 

streams that have cut towering canyons deep into the rugged 

sierras, and on into the lush jungle where your knowledgeable 

guide shows you the strange life and color that exists beneath the 

canopy. See 19th-century villages and hear of the age-old culture 

they cherish and preserve. Domestic beverages are provided and 

lunch will be served at a beautiful, secluded beach, where you may 

even find the opportunity for a late afternoon dip in the ocean, 

before the return to the ship.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, a towel, light jacket, sunscreen 

and a change of clothing. There is an optional 45-minute hike over 

the hills. Minimum age is 8 years. Not suitable for guests with back 

the tropical forest of the Sierra Madre Mountains, lies a private 

eco-reserve—a biological paradise where you will discover a 

stunning profusion of Mexico’s tropical flora and fauna. With the 

assistance of an experienced guide, you can sail from tree to tree 

and platform to platform on a network of pulleys and horizontal 

cables mounted between 30 and 90 feet above the ground of the 

tropical forest. This exciting adventure consists of 14 observation 

platforms, 11 horizontal traverses, a Tarzan swing, two hanging 

bridges and a thrilling vertical descent. Participants are under the 

constant supervision of qualified personnel who have received over 

200 hours of formal training in canopy tour operations and safety 

techniques. They use only top-quality equipment that is regularly 

and rigorously inspected and maintained.

Please note: Liability waiver must be signed. Wear closed-toe shoes. 

Maximum weight is 250lbs. Minimum age is 8 years; minimum 

height is 4 feet. Climbing and walking are involved. Not suitable for 

persons who have heart trouble, suffer from vertigo or have a fear of 

heights. Pregnant women are not allowed on this tour.

Sea Safari to Yelapa & Pizota

Approximately 5 hours • $$$

This is ultimate way to discover traditional fishing villages and 

the spectacular beaches of Yelapa and Pizota on Puerto Vallarta’s 

pristine southern shores. Join this eco-adventure aboard a 

comfortable, all-weather, inflatable speed boat. The outstanding 

scenery will mesmerize you as you leave civilization behind and 

the tropical jungle dips toward the ocean below. The lush forest 

provides a spectacular back-drop to the hidden jewels of Yelapa 

and Pizota, both of which are only accessible by sea. Small groups 

are guaranteed and your expert eco guide will make sure that you 

have an outstanding day of discovery and adventure. While in the 

charming Mexican fishing village of Yelapa, take an interesting and 

insightful hike around the charming fishing village and swim in 

the protected waters of Yelapa’s picturesque bay. Pizota is the next 

stop—a tiny settlement well off of the radar of most travelers to 

Vallarta. The pace of life here is distinctly relaxed. Its spectacular 

beach and pristine waters provide the perfect location for 

snorkeling and kayaking but it is the peace and quiet of this remote 

village which is truly stunning, offering the perfect opportunity to 

relax and unwind before returning to your ship. 
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must be shown. Minimum age to participate is 12 years old. Tour is 

not recommended for pregnant women, or guests with neck or back 

problems. Wear closed-toe shoes. Each Mini 4x4 seats two guests. 

Singles will be paired up. Drivers can be switched halfway through 

the tour. The ranch reserves the right to refuse any person who 

may appear under the influence of alcohol and or drugs. Terrain is 

mainly flat, dirt roads—dusty, but fun! Optional bandanas for the 

dust are available.

Outdoor Challenge

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

Experience the thrill of discovering the flora and fauna in the 

jungles of the Sierra Madre on this Outdoor Challenge. Designed 

for maximum adventure, the Outdoor Challenge takes place 

in an area of pristine, unspoiled forest where scenic beauty and 

rich ecological habitats create a true tropical paradise. This active 

excursion brings out the kid in you! The adventure begins with a 

panga boat ride and off-road adventure to the heart of the tropical 

forests, where you’ll learn a variety of wilderness techniques, ride 

mules, splash through streams, rappel through waterfalls into 

natural river pools, and soar 250 feet above the ground over the 

jungle foliage on a series of amazing ziplines! The trip leaders’ 

knowledge of the landscape and wildlife makes this tour an 

unforgettable adventure, and their expertise ensures a fun and 

educational trip into the wilderness. Discover and explore the 

extraordinary flora and fauna hidden away under the canopy of 

the jungle. 

Please note: Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes (athletic shoes 

or boots). Tour consists of a series of seven ziplines as well as two 

rappels through waterfalls, a double cross, mule ride and 20-minute 

hike. Guides help participants use high-angle equipment and 

techniques. Elements are situated between 10 and 250 feet above 

the ground. This tour is physically demanding and is not suitable 

for young children, overweight or unfit people. Guests who are 

pregnant are not permitted on this tour. Not recommended for 

those with heart, seizure or balance disorders, or back, neck or 

shoulder problems, or a fear of heights. Maximum weight is 220 

lbs. Minimum age is 12 years. Tour operator reserves the right to 

refuse those who they do not feel are fit to participate. A light snack 

and water bottle is included. Cameras are not permitted for safety 

or neck problems. Pregnant women are not permitted on this tour. 

ATV & Village Adventure

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Get ready for some real adventure as you are about to be a road 

warrior for a day. You will depart from the pier to a hacienda 

where you will be given a detailed safety orientation and issued a 

mandatory helmet for your tour by All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). 

Following your guide, take off convoy-style, driving through the 

back roads. There is no better way to explore Mexico’s countryside 

and villages than on your own semi-automatic, four-wheeled ATV. 

Don’t wear your favorite clothes because while driving through the 

countryside, you will cross some water and ride into the beautiful, 

but dusty, foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains. Returning to 

the hacienda, you will have some free time to explore the grounds 

and purchase some souvenirs or refreshments. 

Please note: One person per ATV. Drivers must be at least 18 years 

of age to operate a vehicle and must show a valid driver’s license. 

Minimum age is 18 years; maximum weight is 350 pounds. This 

tour is not recommended for guests who are pregnant or have neck 

or back problems.

Mini-4x4 Adventure

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Get ready to be a real road warrior for a day. You will depart from 

the pier for a 25-minute ride to a hacienda, where you will be given 

a detailed safety orientation and issued mandatory goggles and 

helmet for your mini-4-wheel-drive ride. Following your guide, 

take off in convoy style, driving through the dusty countryside of 

Mexico. There is no better way to explore Mexico’s countryside 

and villages than in a fully automatic, two-seater Yamaha Mini 

4x4. Don’t wear your favorite clothes, as you will cross some water 

and ride into the beautiful but dusty foothills of the Sierra Madre 

Mountains. Once back at the hacienda, you will have some free 

time to explore the grounds and purchase some souvenirs or 

refreshments. After, you’ll relax during the 25-minute bus ride 

back to the pier.

Please note: Minimum age to drive is 18 years. Valid driver’s license 
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Town, Country & Tequila 

Approximately 5 hours • $

This half-day excursion combines the charm of both old and new 

Mexico. Boarding an air-conditioned motor coach, you’ll begin 

your tour in the area known as Marina Vallarta. A stop will be 

made in one of the small villages to see a local church. Next, you 

will visit a hacienda, one of the finest tequila factories in the area. 

On the site, there is also a working ranch where Arabian horses 

and African ostriches are raised. During the tequila tour you will 

learn first-hand the process used to manufacture the powerful and 

legendary tequila of the blue agave cactus. Indulge in free samples 

of various grades and flavors of tequila—ole! On the way into 

central Puerto Vallarta, you will be given some time to browse 

and do some shopping. In the downtown area, enjoy a walking 

tour that will consist of the beautiful and popular Malecon (the 

Boardwalk), the Cathedral of our Lady of Guadalupe, various 

sculptures, and the old town City Hall with breathtaking views 

of the waterfront and the charm of the cobblestone streets. You 

may choose to return to the ship or remain in town to continue 

shopping, returning to the ship later on your own by taxi ride or 

local bus.

Please note: Shorts are not permitted in the cathedral. Tequila 

samples are only given to guests 21 years and older. A bottle of 

water will be provided on the bus.

Rhythms of the Night

Approximately 4½ hours • $$ 
Operates when the ship is in port until 10:30pm

Rhythms of the Night is an amazing journey that will transport 

you to a spiritual land that time forgot. Take a scenic sunset 

cruise across Banderas Bay to the isolated cove of Las Caletas, 

where flickering torches and swaying palms set the mood for 

a mesmerizing performance that will leave you breathless. 

Here you will find the Rhythms of the Night folklore show—a 

magical paradise that feels like a step back to a time of pagan 

mysticism and legend. Follow a torchlit path past live portrayals 

of forgotten rituals and customs. The aromas of grilled steak, 

chicken and fish lure you towards secluded beachside tables for 

reasons. Bring a change of clothes and insect repellent. Waiver form 

must be signed. 

sightseeing tours

Puerto Vallarta Overview 

Approximately 4 hours • $

Ride along the main highway to the Old Town, then pass through 

the cobblestone streets of the city with a stop at City Hall and the 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Near Gringo Gulch, you’ll 

see from a distance the homes of Elizabeth Taylor and the late 

Richard Burton. Admire the elegant residential area of Conchas 

Chinas and some upscale hotels. At the south end of town, a photo 

stop will be made at a charming restaurant where a beverage will 

be served, then there’s time for shopping in the Old Town area. 

Re-join your motor coach for the return ride to the ship, or you 

may stay downtown and return to the ship on your own.

Please note: Shorts are not permitted in the cathedral. Wear flat, 

comfortable shoes, as walking over cobblestones is required.

Puerto Vallarta Discovery Tour

Approximately 4 hours • $

Drive northeast of Puerto Vallarta to the town of El Pitillal. This 

truly local village is where most of the workers in the area live. 

Passing the beautiful church and Main Square, you will stop at a 

small replica non-working tequila factory, where you can taste test 

various tequilas. Watch a Huichol Indian in full costume make the 

fine beaded works of art for which they are known. Pass through 

the downtown area, through Old Vallarta, up the highway to 

Conchas Chinas—the Beverly Hills of Vallarta. View Mismaloya 

Beach, where the movie Night of the Iguana was filmed. Stop at a 

tile factory to see upstairs how tiles are formed, painted, fired and 

processed. If time permits, a brief shopping stop will be included. 

Please note: A bottle of water will be provided on the bus.
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Two-Tank Certified Dive

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

This Puerto Vallarta boat dive allows you to experience two of 

the best sites, ranging from reefs to dramatic walls that provide 

habitat for a variety of tropical and subtropical fish. An occasional 

turtle or manta ray may also be encountered. The choice of sites 

depends on the prevailing weather and sea conditions. Lunch and 

domestic drinks will be served after the second dive. Non-alcoholic 

beverages are available at any time.

Please note: Wetsuit use included. Scuba equipment is provided. 

Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel. Waiver release form must 

be signed. Bring your C-card. You must have logged a dive within 

the last 12 months. Minimum age is 10 years.

Discover Scuba

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

This is a Learn to Dive PADI Scuba program that offers the unique 

opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the underwater world in the 

easiest, safest and most fun way possible. Take a one-hour boat 

ride to Las Caletas, where you will learn the basics of scuba diving 

with a theory session and a confined water practice before heading 

to the ocean for a dive at the reefs of Las Caletas. After your dive, 

enjoy lunch and beverages with some time for relaxation on the 

beach.

Please note: Scuba equipment is provided. Wear your swimsuit and 

bring a towel. Waiver release form and medical questionnaire must 

be signed. Minimum age is 10 years.

Las Caletas Hideaway

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

A launch will take you one hour each way across the bay to Las 

Caletas—the former hideaway of movie director John Huston. 

a dinner accompanied by freshly prepared vegetables, salads and 

handmade tortillas. Over coffee and dessert, the pulsing beat of 

native drums summons you to an outdoor amphitheater, where 

a hypnotic performance will keep you spellbound. Stories of an 

ancient civilization are revealed through music and dance as one 

of Mexico’s most innovative contemporary dance troupes takes 

you on a magical and mystical journey. The evening ends with a 

nightcap and dancing under the stars on the short cruise back to 

Puerto Vallarta. 

Please note: Open bar on the boat. Dress warmly as it can get cool 

in the evening.

A Taste of Mexico 
& City Highlights 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Have you always wanted to know the secret ingredients of your 

favorite Mexican dish? Here’s your chance to find out. With 

hundreds of places to eat in Puerto Vallarta, there is something to 

satisfy everyone’s taste, as the chef create dishes from every culture 

imaginable. So, come spice up your cooking skills! Board an air-

conditioned motor coach that will whisk you away to the center 

of Puerto Vallarta. There, you will take a guided walking tour 

through the highlights of this charming and exciting resort town 

situated on the Bay of Banderas. You will see the always popular 

Malecon (the main boardwalk area), the sea horse sculpture, 

incredible ocean-side views and the breathtaking cathedral, Our 

Lady of Guadalupe. While in the downtown area, you will be given 

the chance to shop along the way and purchase souvenirs and 

mementos of your time in Mexico. Then, it’s on to River Cuale 

Island, where you will be enchanted by the sights and sounds of 

this small island nestled in the heart of downtown Puerto Vallarta, 

with shops, statues and history—all yours to enjoy. You’ll then 

take a short walk to the main road where your motor coach will 

be waiting to take you to your cooking lesson. Your destination 

is a gourmet Mexican restaurant where the chef will be waiting 

to tantalize your palate with authentic Mexican fare that you 

will learn to prepare yourself. Bring your appetite and have fun 

becoming the next Mexican chef du jour!

Please note: For hygiene reasons, please wear a short-sleeved shirt 

and leave your hand jewelry in a safe place on the ship.
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pet them. During the encounter you will learn ways to ensure 

their preservation and foster the well-being of these amazing 

creatures. Afterwards, you will have a chance to see photos of your 

experience and enjoy lunch and a drink at the dolphin facilities 

before returning to the cruise ship. Return air-conditioned shuttles 

from the dolphin marina to the pier leave every 30 minutes, or 

take a fun boat ride back to the cruise ship with views across the 

bay and town of Puerto Vallarta.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing; bring a towel 

and a change of clothes. Minimum height is 4’5”. No sharp jewelry 

or sunscreen may be worn as these are harmful to the dolphins’ skin. 

Children under 18 must be accompanied in the water by an adult.

Sea Lion Encounter

Approximately 3 hours • Participant $$ • Observer $

Sea lions are lovable rascals—comical, mischievous, playful and 

very friendly! Fast, agile and adorable, sea lions are fascinating to 

be around. It is certain that their inclination to engage in play and 

include humans in their games is what makes sea lion encounters 

so exhilarating, and you are sure to cherish this encounter for a 

long time to come. This is a fun way to really get acquainted with 

our affectionate marine mammal friends! A trainer will brief you 

on sea lion physiology and behavior before you enter the water 

and have an opportunity to play, pet, shake a flipper or two, and 

possibly receive a big fishy kiss!

Please note: Minimum height 4’5”. Maximum group size of eight 

people in any one session. Do not wear sunscreen or jewelry as they 

harm the sea lions’ skin.

Wild Dolphins & Snorkeling  
with Whale Watch Option
This tour offers a wonderful opportunity to combine sun and 

fun while discovering the real wonders of nature that the bay has 

to offer. The Bay of Banderas is one of the few bays in the world 

to offer a sanctuary for such a great profusion of nature and sea 

life. A top-of-the-line motorized catamaran carries you out to 

the shelter of the Marietas Islands whose waters offer an ideal 

ecosystem for a prolific array of sea life. The Bay of Banderas offers 

dolphin encounters year-round. These friendly, lovable mammals 

like nothing more than to swim alongside the boats, showing you 

This idyllic, private paradise of small beaches is yours for the day. 

There is kayaking and snorkeling for all abilities with qualified 

instructors and all equipment included. Take a nature walk or 

learn how to make a seafood paella before you enjoy a buffet lunch 

and open bar. Whatever you decide, this world-famous hideaway 

with friendly staff catering to your every need will be a memory 

to treasure. Las Caletas is, quite simply, Mexico’s answer to the 

Garden of Eden—a place where you can get away from it all, 

kick back, relax and let all the stress slip away in an exclusive and 

enchanting coastal haven.

Please note: Wear or bring your swimsuit, a towel, sunscreen and a 

hat. Lunch and cooling beverages are included. 

Swim with the Dolphins

Approximately 3½ hours • Participant $$$$ • Observer $

This dolphin adventure is a magnificent experience that you 

will cherish for a lifetime. As one of the few dolphin educational 

centers in the world, the staff believe that through interactive 

programs, a deeper understanding of dolphins and their 

environment will result, and in doing so, promote worldwide 

conservation of these incredibly intelligent creatures. Dolphin 

swim groups are kept small, providing the best opportunity for 

contact and interaction as you swim alongside these lovable 

creatures. Life jackets are provided and are required during 

the program. This enables maximum focus of attention on the 

dolphins rather than on staying afloat.

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years. Children under 18 must 

be accompanied by an adult in the water. No sharp jewelry or 

sunscreen may be worn as these are harmful to the dolphins’ skin.

Dolphin Encounter

Approximately 3 hours • Participant $$ • Observer $

This interactive program allows non-swimmers and swimmers 

alike to learn more about the Pacific Bottlenose dolphin. Standing 

waist-deep in the water, you will be introduced to the beautiful 

dolphins in a hands-on close encounter lasting approximately 

15-20 minutes. They are as curious about you as you are about 

them, and you can take full advantage of this opportunity to gently 
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Pirate Ship Snorkel & Sail Adventure

Approximately 6 hours • $$

Board the pirate ship Marigalante, for a delicious Mexican buffet-

style breakfast. The entertainment is provided by the crew and 

continues with a spectacular setting of the sails where all the ladies 

help the pirates hoist them. As a reward, there is a high energy 

dance session before you reach Majahuitas Beach. Two hours are 

spent at this beautiful setting, where you may kayak through the 

gentle waters of the Pacific Ocean, or marvel at the underwater 

marine life while snorkeling. Ride the waves on your boogie 

board, play a game of volleyball with your friends and family, 

or relax and enjoy the shade of the many palm trees. There are 

also kids’ activities on the beach. Re-board the Marigalante, and 

the pirate crew will serve a delicious lunch of barbecue ribs and 

chicken. Enjoy a fabulous pirate show where the proud captain 

and his crew fight off an enemy captain in a fabulous exhibition 

of swordsmanship and impressive acrobatics, and humor. To end 

this impressive performance, the captain and all his pirates surprise 

you with a sensational fiesta and two fun contests where you may 

win some fun prizes. Arrive back at the port re-energized and 

ready to explore Puerto Vallarta for the rest of the afternoon.

Please note: Guests must be able to negotiate some steps in order to 

(dis)embark the pirate ship. There may be a delay (dis)embarking 

the tender boats that take you to the beach.

Yelapa & Majahuitas

Approximately 7 hours • $$

Relax on board a modern catamaran as you cruise south of 

Puerto Vallarta, following the spectacular tropical coastline of 

Banderas Bay. Your journey takes you past some of the most 

picturesque scenery in Vallarta, where dolphins and humpback 

whales are often sighted during the winter months. Wade in the 

water from the catamaran to the tranquil beach of Majahuitas, an 

unspoiled area of natural beauty on the southern coast of Banderas 

their athletic prowess. Professional guides are always on hand 

to help, advise and to ensure, above all, that you have fun. Your 

tour is completed with a relaxing afternoon break on a beautiful, 

secluded, white sandy beach. Choose from the two seasonal 

itineraries (A and B) below based on the date you will be in Puerto 

Vallarta:

A. Wild Dolphins & Snorkeling

Approximately 6½ hours • $$

Operates approximately April - mid-December

Dolphins are friendly, lovable mammals who like nothing more 

than to swim alongside the boats, showing you their athletic 

prowess. The catamaran will stop long enough to give you the 

opportunity to explore the rocky caverns and archways of Marietas 

Island by snorkeling or kayaking. Look out for the giant manta 

rays, sea turtles and an abundance of multi-colored fish. 

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, and a light 

sweater. Snorkel and kayak equipment are provided. Wild dolphins 

may be seen, but you will not swim or snorkel with wild dolphins on 

this tour.

B. Whales, Wild Dolphins & Snorkeling

Approximately 6½ hours • $$

Operates approximately mid-December - March

Humpback whales are regularly sighted in the bay from December 

through March. These magnificent mammals can often be seen 

soaring out of the water or swinging their enormous tails to 

and fro. The catamaran will stop long enough to give you the 

opportunity to explore the rocky caverns and archways of Marietas 

Island by snorkeling or kayaking. Look out for the giant manta 

rays, sea turtles and an abundance of multicolored fish.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, and a light 

sweater. Snorkel and kayak equipment are provided. Wild dolphins 

may be seen, but you will not swim or snorkel with wild dolphins on 

this tour.
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Roatán West Side Island Tour

Approximately 4 hours • $$

A naturalist guide will accompany you on an easy 50-minute 

walk through the Carambola Botanical Garden—a jungle garden 

offering hummingbirds and tropical plants, and a snack on 

fresh fruit. Enjoy 20 minutes of free time at the Butterfly Farm 

(butterflies, parrots and toucans), and approximately an hour to 

shop in West End Village or just relax over Honduran coffee at the 

beautiful meeting point built on the water. A musical ethnic group 

of dancers of the Garifunas tribe will entertain you, demonstrating 

how to dance la punta.

Please note: Wear comfortable shoes; bring a hat, sunglasses, insect 

repellent and sunscreen.

 

aquatic tours

Shipwreck Snorkeling & Beach

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

This unforgettable day combines relaxation and adventure. After 

a short transfer, you’ll cross a private bridge to Fantasy Island 

Beach Resort, located on a remote, private island. Tropical, white, 

sandy beaches are surrounded by lush mangroves, palm and pine 

forests and untouched coral reefs in clear, blue Caribbean waters. 

Enjoy a tropical welcome fruit punch, then simply relax in a beach 

chaise or swim in the clear waters. Your snorkeling adventure will 

start from the unique snorkel gazebo placed in the water within 

swimming distance of a mysterious shipwreck, a sunken airplane, 

➤ roatán, 
honduras

Bay. Only accessible by sea, Majahuitas is the tropical cove of 

everyone’s dreams. With swaying palms, white sands, crystal clear 

waters and gentle surf, Majahuitas offers ideal conditions for 

swimming, snorkeling and kayaking. Eco-tourists will certainly 

enjoy the abundance of wildlife in Majahuitas. Many species of 

birds and reptiles inhabit the area and, from Thanksgiving to 

Easter, the bay is full of sea turtles, dolphins, giant manta rays, and 

humpback whales. Whatever your fancy, be it getting in touch 

with nature or just enjoying a leisurely day of sun worshiping, 

the Majahuitas experience will leave you with pleasant memories 

of an unforgettable day. Your second stop is at Yelapa, an old, 

charming Mexican fishing village set in its own natural cove. Just 

a day trip from Puerto Vallarta, Yelapa has become a must on 

many visitors’ lists, but there are no roads in and this tropical 

paradise is only accessible by boat. This tiny village is a true escape 

from civilization. If you love the outdoors and want to spend time 

exploring nature, this idyllic spot is perfect for you. Hike through 

the jungle to the Cola de Caballo waterfalls, swim in the cove’s 

protected waters, or just relax on the expansive sandy beach. As 

you cruise back to Puerto Vallarta, an on-board fiesta wraps up 

a day of fun-in-the-sun with an open bar, dancing, music and 

entertainment provided by the crew.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, and a light 

sweater. Bring your camera. Snorkel and kayak equipment are 

provided. Minimum age for these activities is 8 years. 

America’s Cup 
Challenge 

Approximately 3 hours • $$$

Experience the thrill of racing the famous Australia One—a new-

generation America’s Cup race boat in Puerto Vallarta. You’ll 

actively participate in one of the most exclusive sporting events in 

the world as you grind the winch, trim the sails or take the helm 

to help lead your crew to victory—a once-in-a-lifetime adventure 

where no prior sailing experience is necessary. An international 

crew will show you the ropes and guide you (hopefully) to victory! 

Please note: Wear soft-soled shoes, sunscreen and sunglasses. 

Minimum age is 8 years. 
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Salaverry
Private Touring

  Approximately 4 or 8 hours
Car – half day/full day: $$$$ per vehicle
Minivan – half day/full day: $$$$ per vehicle

Explore at your own pace with a private vehicle, driver and 

English-speaking guide at your service. Please see pages 6 - 8 for 

more details.

Please note: Entrance fees and meals are not included. Bring local 

currency as credit cards may not be widely accepted.

Archaeological Trujillo 

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

Visit El Brujo (the Sorcerer)—an archeological remnant of the 

Mochican culture. It is located at 20 miles north of Trujillo and 

10 miles from the town of Chocope in the valley of Chicama. El 

Brujo’s excavation began in 1990 and continues even today. The 

central Huaca Cao pyramid is approximately 100 feet tall. Its 

walls are decorated with friezes in colored reliefs with complex 

representations of scenes, characters and geometric designs—the 

only such example found in the Mochican culture. The complex 

is located on the seashore. You will visit the ruins of the Chan 

Chan citadel, the most important cultural nucleus in the Chimu 

Nation, and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The ancient capital 

of the Chimu Empire (13th century) is largest adobe city in the 

world. The Tschudi Palace boasts well-preserved friezes and 

decorations. Continue to the Huaca del Sol (Sun) and Huaca de 

la Luna (Moon) located 18 miles southeast of Trujillo near the 

Moche River and the town of Moche. These are two pyramids 

➤ salaverry, 
peru

a beautiful shallow reef and a dramatic snorkeling reef wall just 

a giant stride away. You will be divided into groups according to 

your snorkeling and swimming abilities. Each group is assigned to 

a snorkel guide who provides snorkeling equipment (fins, snorkel, 

mask and snorkel flotation vest). A demonstration of proper fit 

and use is given along with a safety briefing about snorkeling. If 

you are a beginner, don’t worry! You will receive extra attention 

and after a short practice snorkeling in the reef area, your guide 

will decide if it’s appropriate to allow you in the shipwreck 

snorkeling site (an area that involves swimming and sometimes 

is affected by currents) or if it’s better for you to remain in the 

shallow reef, nearer the shore but nonetheless excellent. Feel free 

to use the freshwater showerheads near the beach. Finish your tour 

at your leisure choosing freely among spending more time in the 

sandy beach, having a walk in the nature trail or shopping before 

embarking your bus to return to the ship.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel, comfortable shoes, 

hat, insect repellent and cash. 

Semi-Submarine Boat Ride & West End Village

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Admire the coral reef from the large, clear windows of a semi-

submarine—a moving underwater observation compartment 

that travels a few feet below the surface. The guide on board is an 

expert dive master who will explain the underwater environment. 

Then there’s time for shopping at West End Village or just relaxing 

at a meeting point built on the water with a cup of Honduran 

coffee, lemonade or iced tea. A musical ethnic group of dancers of 

the Garifunas tribe will entertain you, demonstrating how to dance 

la punta.

Please note: Wear comfortable shoes; bring a hat, sunglasses, insect 

repellent and sunscreen.
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the riding horses with a unique a four-step timing. The horses are 

descendants of the Barbican Cordovan horse that the Spaniards 

brought in during the Conquest of Peru (1532). They were bred to 

cross the Peruvian deserts, moving the front and back hoof of the 

same side simultaneously, creating an amble-like step. The main 

breeding places of these horses are in Trujillo, Ica and Lima.

El Brujo: Mysteries of Mochican Culture

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Travel to Trujillo, driving along the Pan-American highway to the 

archaeological complex of El Brujo, the Sorcerer, which dates back 

to the Mochica culture. It is located at 20 miles north of Trujillo 

in the Valley of Chicama. The National University of Trujillo and 

the National Institute of Culture began a joint “dig” here in 1990. 

They have discovered the “Huaca Cao highlights” —pyramids 

reaching up to 150 feet in height with walls decorated with friezes 

and colored reliefs that depict complex scenes, characters, and 

geometric designs. These are the only examples known to relate to 

the Mochican culture. Interestingly, the site is located very close to 

the seashore, and it is believed that ancient maritime rituals were 

carried out here, although excavation is ongoing and may reveal 

additional uses for the El Brujo area. 

Moon Huaca, City Tour,  
Chan Chan & Lunch in Huanchaco

Approximately 7 hours • $$$

Visit the Huaca del Sol and Huaca de la Luna archaeological site 

on the northern coast of Peru. The Temple of the Stars and the 

White Hill Temple pyramids are located here, along with the 

spider geoglyph. The mysterious Mochica culture was centered 

here from AD 100 to 900. The Moche Temples cover an area of 

60 hectares and are separated by an esplanade 500 yards wide, 

under which lies the urban center where the Moche élite lived. 

The Mochica era ended because El Niño brought tropical rains 

and floods to the northern coast of Peru. Visit the city of Trujillo, 

where your first stop will be at the Main Square. Beautiful 

colonial buildings include the cathedral, City Hall, the offices of 

the Universidad Nacional de Trujillo, and the beautiful houses of 

were built from adobe (mud), each piece of adobe has the maker’s 

trademark. The Huaca del Sol measures 1,500 feet in length, 400 

feet wide and 150 feet tall. It packs in more than 100 million pieces 

of adobe, which are covered with bright colors that can still be 

seen in some places. These pyramids are a sample of the highest 

technology that the Mochicas had in the art of building. The 

Huaca de la Luna, located 200 yards from the Huaca del Sol, is a 

little smaller. Both were worship centers for religious rituals.

Please note: Wear comfortable shoes and sunglasses; bring a sun hat 

and sunscreen. 

Historic Trujillo & Paso Horses

Approximately 5 hours • $$$

Visit the city of Trujillo. Your first stop will be the Main Square. 

Reminiscent of a traditional Spanish city, Trujillo boasts the beauty 

of colonial architecture—the Cathedral, City Hall, the offices of 

the Universidad Nacional de Trujillo (1824), the house of the 

Urquiaga y Bracamonte families, and the Hotel El Libertador. 

Visit the Cathedral, built between 1647 and 1666, and rebuilt 

between 1768 to 1781. Its interior and colonial paintings, valuable 

choir seat, and altar pieces of Baroque and Rococo styles make for 

interesting viewing. Don’t miss the Museum of Religious Art with 

an exhibition of paintings and sculptures. Visit the colonial houses 

of the Urquiaga family—aristocrats and farmers of the Colony and 

the beginnings of the Republic. Restored to their original colors, 

they showcase beautiful window shutters of exquisite wrought 

iron, enormous patios and elegant living rooms. Continue to the 

Huaca del Sol and Huaca de la Luna archaeological complex, 

located on the northern coast of Peru. The site’s two truncated 

pyramids—the Huaca Las Estrellas (Temple of the Stars) and the 

Huaca del Cerro Blanco (White Hill Temple)—dominate the 

landscape. The spider geoglyph sits among the vegetation along 

the banks of the River Moche. The Mochica culture developed 

from AD 100 to 900. Nowadays the archaeological complex, also 

known as Huacas de Moche (Moche Temples), encompasses an 

area of 60 hectares. Researchers believe the Mochica kingdom 

was decimated by the El Niño phenomenon, which periodically 

causes tropical rains and floods in the northern coast of Peru. Visit 

a typical Hacienda for a cocktail and Paso horse exhibition. This 

sub-equine breed, originally from Peru, has the gentlest gait of 
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city also contains nine enormous distinguishable enclosures, each 

constituting a smaller city within the larger urban center. After a 

tour of the citadel, continue to the beach of Huanchaco with its 

caballitos de totora (reed boats) before returning to Salaverry.

A Taste of Peru:
Cebiche  

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$

Cebiche (also spelled as cebiche, seviche or cevice) is a form of 

citrus marinated seafood salad, popular in many Latin American 

countries, originating in the Viceroyalty of Peru. Etymologists 

speculate that the word derives from either the Quechua word 

siwichi, the Spanish word escabeche (marinade), the Arabic term 

sikbaj, or from the word cebo, the name given to the corvina 

fish by black Peruvians. The marinade used in cebiche is citrus-

based, with lemons and limes being the most commonly used. 

In addition to adding flavor, the citric acid causes the proteins 

in the seafood to become denatured, which pickles or “cooks” 

the fish without heat. Traditional cebiche was left up to three 

hours for marinade. Modern-style cebiche usually has a very short 

marinating period. With the appropriate fish, it will marinate for 

just as long as it takes to mix the ingredients, serve and carry to the 

table. Today at lunch, last year’s champion of the national cebiche 

contest will teach you how to make the best cebiche, in a casual 

beachfront restaurant at the beach of Huanchaco. Rich seafood 

from Peru’s northern coast is brought to your table, fresh and 

cooked to order. Continue to the beach of Huanchaco with its 

caballitos de totora (reed boats) before returning to Salaverry.

Cuzco & Machu Picchu
Overland Adventure 

3 days/2 nights • single/double per person $$$$

Peru, the Kingdom of the Sun, encapsulates the essence of the 

New World’s geography and mix of native Indian and European 

cultures. It is a country of antique cultures, where the traditional 

way of life is still evident; and of great scenic contrasts—one of the 

greatest treasures of the Americas. Of 103 possible ecological zones 

on earth, 83 are represented in Peru. The Spanish conquistadors 

the patrician families, as well as the Hotel El Libertador. Visit the 

colonial house of the Urquiaga family—aristocrat farmers whose 

position dates back to the early days of the Republic. Colorfully 

painted, the house features meticulously-crafted wrought iron 

window shutters as well as enormous patios and living rooms that 

define opulence. In sharp contrast, the picturesque fishing village 

of Huanchaco offers a chance to see the famous totora caballitos 

reed boats. Taste delicious Peruvian food at a local restaurant 

before you visit the Rainbow Huaca—a Chimu pyramidal temple 

located a short drive north of Trujillo. The original walls (about 30 

feet high) are still intact, and its friezes depict two-headed snakes 

and dancing warriors, all very well preserved. Finally visit the 

citadel of Chan Chan, ancient capital of the Chimu Empire. You 

will see the Tschudi Palace, known for its friezes and decorations.

Trujillo & the Temples

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Depart from Salaverry’s port area and you will be taken on a tour 

of the city of Trujillo, which still retains much of its colonial charm 

and has a splendid backdrop of the vast green and brown of the 

Andean foothills. See the pleasant and spacious Plaza del Armas, 

where the main cathedral and the City Hall stand. Magnificent 

buildings with decorative windows and balconies surround this 

impressive colonial square. Then, head south of Trujillo to visit 

the main religious center of the Mochica culture, built in the 5th 

century AD. Admire the Temples of the Sun, the largest adobe 

structure in the world, and the Moon, covered with beautiful and 

vibrant Moche designs. Return to the pier, a 20-minute drive away.

Chan Chan Citadel, Dragon Huaca 
& Totora Caballitos 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Depart from the pier in Salaverry and drive to the Moche Valley, 

20 minutes away, to visit the site of Huaca Dragon. The proceed to 

the Chan-Chan complex, the capital of the ancient Chimu empire. 

It was a large metropolis, approximately 13 miles wide and is just 

3 miles from Trujillo, close to the ocean. Historians estimate that 

Chan-Chan had a population of 50,000 to 60,000. This adobe 
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Lost City of the Incas, in relative peace and quiet. This stone city 

was constructed by incredibly sophisticated techniques with huge 

blocks of stone fitted together perfectly—an example of precision 

that is elusive even with laser technology used in building today. 

After a guided visit to the ruins, you will enjoy a private afternoon 

tea buffet at the Machu Picchu Sanctuary Lodge, transferring back 

to Puente Ruinas to board the Hiram Bingham train. On the train 

ride back to Cuzco, relax over a cocktail, then dinner will be served 

in the dining car. You will arrive back in Cuzco in the late evening 

after a day of dazzling sightseeing and wonderful memories. 

Overnight at a five-star hotel in Cuzco.

Day 3 (B)

Enjoy a buffet breakfast, then transfer to the airport for your flight 

to Callao. Tour Callao before meeting the ship at the pier.

Please note: The tour to Machu Picchu requires traveling from 

sea level to an altitude of 11,200 feet, which may cause altitude 

sickness for some guests. Touring the ruins of Machu Picchu requires 

climbing many stairs and negotiating uneven and rugged terrain in 

rarefied air. Guests with a heart condition and/or known respiratory 

difficulties should consult their physician prior to booking this tour. 

There are two paths at the ruins from which guests may choose; 

both are fully guided. One requires moderate walking and the other 

requires considerable walking. Bring comfortable, casual clothing in 

natural, “breathable” fabrics. Temperatures will change as altitudes 

and time of day change, so it’s best to bring shorts as well as long 

trousers, and clothing you can layer. A sweater or lightweight jacket 

will be needed for the cooler evening temperatures common in 

upland regions. Oxygenated rooms are available at an extra cost 

and can be booked on board the ship.

➤	 san andres, colombia
Shore excursions for San Andres can be found on our website at 

www.hollandamerica.com.

came here in search of gold, but they never found the most elusive 

prize—the Lost City of the Incas, Machu Picchu.

Day 1 (L, D)

Transfer from the port of Salaverry to the airport for your flight 

to Cuzco. Upon arrival in Cuzco, check in at your hotel. Lunch 

will be followed by a sightseeing drive through colonial Cuzco 

to see the main square, the cathedral (step inside if time and 

traffic permit) and either the Temple of Korikancha or the Santo 

Domingo Convent, where you will also step inside if time and 

traffic permit. Dinner and overnight at your Cuzco hotel. 

Day 2 (B, L, D)

Standard Option: Enjoy an early buffet breakfast, then transfer to 

Ollanta Station to take a 1½-hour Vistadome train ride along the 

Urubamba River to the Aguas Calientes Station. By minibus you 

will climb the switchback road up to the ruins of Machu Picchu. 

“Discovered” in 1911, Machu Picchu, called the Lost City of the 

Incas, represents the cultural heritage of mankind. It is a stone 

city constructed by incredibly sophisticated techniques, even in 

present-day terms. Stone upon stone are fitted together perfectly 

without cement, with exquisite detail worthy of the world’s greatest 

palaces. After a guided visit to the ruins, you will lunch buffet-style 

at the Hotel Machu Picchu Sanctuary Lodge, transferring back to 

Aguas Calientes for the train ride back to Cuzco. Dinner will be 

served at a local restaurant. Four-star accommodation is provided 

for the standard option.

Superior Option: The Superior Option includes five-star hotel 

accommodations, as well as a memorable train ride on the Hiram 

Bingham railway to Machu Picchu. The timing of this very 

special adventure enables you to explore Machu Picchu during 

a less crowded time, for a more intimate and up-close look at 

this remarkable historic landmark. Your trip to Machu Picchu 

today begins with a bus ride from Cuzco to Poroy, followed by a 

train ride from Poroy Station to Aguas Calientes. The railway is 

an adventure in itself. You will enjoy brunch upon boarding the 

train, and relax for three hours. Warm hues, elegant upholstery, 

two dining cars and a bar make the Hiram Bingham train, named 

for the explorer who “discovered” Machu Picchu almost a century 

ago, a pleasant experience. Upon arrival at the station near 

Machu Picchu, travel with your guide by coach up to the ruins. 

You’ll arrive just as many of the visitors are leaving for lunch, 

and you will have plenty of time to explore Machu Picchu, the 



188 189

adventure tours

Mountain Bike Tour 

Approximately 2½ - 3 hours • $$

You’ll be issued a Cromoli 18-speed mountain bike and helmet, 

given a brief safety lecture and route overview and then your ride 

will begin. As you bike along paved roads, you’ll pass Chahue 

Bay en route to the Tangolunda Viewpoint for a break before 

continuing downhill to Tangolunda Beach Park. A 30-minute stop 

here will offer the chance (swells permitting) for a swim in the 

ocean, and a fresh water shower. Then you’ll head for the hotel 

zone of Tangolunda Bay, biking to Chahue Bay via a different 

path. Stop at the central plaza at La Crucesita before your return 

to the pier. Please note: Dress in appropriate exercise attire. At 

Tango-lunda Beach Park, there are changing facilities, showers 

and toilets. If you intend to swim, wear your swimsuit under your 

clothing and bring a backpack with your towel and sunscreen. This 

is an active excursion and suitable only for those in top physical 

condition. The excursion leader speaks fluent English, but his 

crew does not. An escort vehicle will follow the group. A complete 

waiver release form is necessary to participate in this excursion.

Copalita River Float Trip

Approximately 3 hours • $$ 

The Copalita River is a great whitewater run with Class I-II waters. 

A custom-made all terrain vehicle will transport you from the pier 

to the put-in location. Safety equipment will be distributed and 

your guide will explain some paddle techniques. Then, the descent 

starts and you will be able to enjoy the landscape’s overwhelming 

natural beauty as you float downstream for some 90 minutes. You 

will land at a sandbank near the river’s estuary and your guide will 

➤	 santa cruz  
huatulco,  
mexico
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San Diego City Tour & Airport Transfer

Approximately 3 hours • Flights after 3:00pm only 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$ 
Guests returning to the ship – $$

Explore San Diego, driving through La Jolla, a charming seaside 

town situated high atop the cliffs, and the beach communities of 

Point Loma. Pass through the Gas Lamp Quarter downtown and 

cross the bridge to Coronado Island. See the reputedly haunted 

Hotel del Coronado, drive through Balboa Park and see Bankers 

Hill, with a short shopping stop in the Old Town. 

Transfer to San Diego Airport
Approximately 45 minutes • $

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to San Diego Airport for 

guests with flights departing after time 12:30pm on the day of 

disembarkation. No sightseeing is included in this transfer.

➤	 san diego,  
california
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shoes). Wear your swimsuit under your clothing and bring a 

backpack with towel and sunscreen. Insect repellent may also be 

needed. A waiver release form must be completed.

sightseeing tours

La Crucesita & Scenic Drive 

Approximately 3½ hours • $ 

Transfer to the Tangolunda Bay district—home to deluxe hotels 

and fashionable housing estates. You’ll continue to Conejos Bay 

and the Copalita River estuary for breathtaking scenery. At El 

Chapulin (the grasshopper) and Mescal Plaza, take advantage of 

a 45-minute stop to explore Oaxaca’s arts and crafts products, 

traditions, costumes and culture. Watch the artisans at work, taste 

local products such as chocolate, mole, cheese, mescal and even 

grasshoppers, if you’re brave enough! Learn of the seven ethnic 

regions of Oaxaca State and see a sample of regional costume 

and dance from La Guelaguetza. At La Crucesita, you will visit 

the quaint new town and emerging resort, and spend one hour 

independently browsing through the bustling market and stores 

of the central plaza. The last stop on this tour will be at La Entrega 

Viewpoint for a chance to take photos of your ship, the beach and 

the coral reef. Conclude with a transfer back to the pier. 

 boat tours

Five Bays by Catamaran 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$ 

Huatulco is known for its beautiful bays and beaches. Visit five out 

of its nine bays aboard the motorized catamaran, Tequila. First is 

Chahue Bay, which is the next bay to be developed with hotels, 

a marina and beach club, then Tangolunda Bay with its natural 

beauty. Pass the spectacular blowhole in the next bay and look up 

to the “stone face” rock formation as you sail to pristine Organo 

offer a toast with Mezcal, the local drink. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit, shorts, T-shirt, sport shoes and 

bring a set of dry clothes and shoes, sunscreen and insect repellent. 

Due to water levels, this tour operates from September to February 

only. Basic swimming skills are recommended. A waiver release 

form must be completed. Bottled water and soft drinks are available.

Bird Watching Eco-Tour

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Those interested in wildlife and tropical bird watching will discover 

a rich diversity in the trails of the Copalita River and the unspoiled 

low-growth caducifolia jungle beauty, including cedar, mahogany, 

ficus, mocambos and almond. You will likely spy several of the 

region’s 227 bird species including orioles, woodpeckers, egrets, 

seagulls, falcons, sparrow hawks, parrots and 20 varieties of 

hummingbirds. You will also see lizards, iguanas, deer, armadillos, 

squirrels and much more! If you have your own binoculars, bring 

them along. Enjoy a beverage while you take some great photos. 

During the journey, your guide will make several stops to observe 

and comment. The total walking distance covered in this tour is 

approximately three miles (two miles on a paved walkway and one 

on pathways and sandbanks). 

Please note: Wear a long-sleeved shirt, long pants, a hat and 

comfortable walking shoes.

ATV Jungle Adventure

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $$$ 

Comprehensive ATV driving instruction will be given and a 

briefing of the route. Start the tour on a tropical path surrounded 

by an amazing jungle that leads to the Huatulco River banks 

as your guide tells you about the flora and fauna of the region. 

The ride will then take you on a paved road to El Maguey Bay, a 

popular beach for locals with several restaurants, where you will 

have a one hour stop to swim, sunbathe or simply relax. Return 

through the low growth caducifolia jungle to the entry point, 

where transportation will be waiting to return you to the pier. 

Please note: You must have a valid driver’s license. Dress in 

appropriate attire to ride (jeans, long sleeve shirt and closed-toe 
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Santa Marta Highlights & Folklore Show

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Santa Marta is the capital of Magdalena state and is located on 

the spectacular coastline of Colombia. The city was founded in 

1525. The cathedral, built in four years later by the Dominicans, 

was named the Church of Santa Ana, and historians described the 

walls of the cathedral as “built with the barril boards carried by 

the river when it swelled.” The Customs House is an architectural 

monument, beautifully restored and preserved as the Bank of the 

Republic’s Gold Museum. It exhibits pre-Columbian artifacts 

and includes a small yet priceless collection of Tayrona gold and 

pottery pieces. San Pedro de Alejandrino Village dates back to the 

17th century. It is a country estate outside the city limits and has 

been the setting for many significant events in Colombian history. 

In 1830, don Joaquin Mier y Benitez offered his home to the Great 

Liberator Simon Bolivár—a refuge for this last days. It was later 

declared a National Monument by the Colombian Government. 

Not only has the interior of the house been preserved, but the 

many gardens have also been restored to their former glory by 

National Tourism Corporation. El Rodadero is a lively strip of 

hotel and apartments built around the Gaira Bay, where the 

beaches are particularly lovely. You will stop at a local hotel for a 

special folkloric show, soft drinks and beer, with a chance to shop 

for handicrafts before returning to the ship.

➤	 santa marta,  
colombia

Bay, accessible only by boat. Visit peaceful Maguey Bay before 

returning to the pier. Open bar with domestic drinks included.

Sailing Adventure 

Approximately 3 hours • $$ 

The 44-foot cutter sloop sailboat Luna Azul will take you on a 

relaxing journey across some of the best bays of Huatulco. From 

Santa Cruz Marina, sail to Chahue and Tangolunda bays, with a 

margarita, beer, bottled water or soft drink. Admire the coastline 

and its dramatic backdrop of the jagged Sierra Madre mountains. 

Your experienced crew will welcome your questions on sailing 

basics, and let you take the helm, or trim the sails—or you may 

simply relax and enjoy! You may see turtles and dolphins. After a 

brief swimming stop in a secluded beach, the Luna Azul will return 

to the marina. 

Please note: Wear swim attire and bring a towel and sunscreen.
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Tapajós National Forest

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Depart the pier in Santarém, driving for 40 miles on Route 163, 

the Santarém-Cuiabá Highway, which is the only way to reach 

southern Brazil by road. Your destination is Tapajós National 

Forest—a section of the Brazilian Amazon that is a major resource 

of tropical hardwoods. The Tapajós National Forest covers an area 

of 1,482,660 acres and is protected by Federal law. Your forest walk 

will last about two hours. This tour is recommended for those 

who are interested in the primary forest flora. Jungle men will 

accompany you to help identify many different species of trees like 

the Brazil nut and rubber trees. 

Please note: Wear light clothing, a hat, sunscreen and comfortable 
walking shoes.

sightseeing tours

Santarém Highlights

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Leave the pier and drive to the Cathedral of our Lady Conceição 

—the oldest building in Santarém. The church boasts a crucifix 

donated in 1846 by German scientist Frederic Von Martius, who 

was a member of Munich Academy of Science. Continue to Praça 

do Pescador (Fishermen’s Square), where you’ll enjoy free time 

for shopping. From downtown, the tour continues to the Manioc 

Flour House, where you will see rubber trees and Brazil nut trees. 

You will also learn how the local people make tapioca—one of the 

most important foods in the Amazon region. 

➤	 santarém,  
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Please note: Wear light clothing, a hat, sunscreen and comfortable 
walking shoes.

Santarém & Alter Do Chão

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Depart the pier for a drive to Mercadão 2000. You will visit a 

fish and fruit market to see the variety of fish and tropical fruits 

consumed by the inhabitants of the Amazon area. Continue 

to the town center for a stop at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 

Conceição—the oldest building in Santarém, dating back to 

1761. Then, you’ll stop at Fishermen’s Square, where free time 

is allocated for shopping. Heading out of town, you will stop at 

the Manioc Flour House. Locally known as Casa da Farinha, this 

open-air facility gives visitors a chance to see rubber trees and 

Brazil nut trees. You’ll also find out what foods are important 

to the locals, and how they make the staple, tapioca. Continue 

out of town into rural Brazil to Alter do Chão, located on the 

clear Tapajós River and featuring lovely white sand beaches. This 

charming town is Santarém’s weekend resort. A brief, quaint 

folkloric show will be performed for your entertainment.

Please note: Wear light clothing, a hat, sunscreen and comfortable 
walking shoes. The fish market is active in the morning, and is 
therefore at its best during that time. Afternoon visits to the fish 
market are purely informational. 

boat tours

Maica Lake & Piranha Fishing

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Board a regional boat for a cruise to “the meeting of the waters,” 

where the Amazon and Tapajós Rivers come together. From there, 

continue to Maica Lake—a natural tributary outlet of the Amazon 

that more closely resembles a stream in a floodplain. As the boat 

meanders through the floodplain, the beautiful landscape of this 

area showcases the Amazon Basin. You will have the opportunity 

to see the local inhabitants, as well as many species of birds and 

possibly even a freshwater dolphin. Before returning to Santarém 
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Boats, Bridges & Billionaires
with Airport Transfer 

 Approximately 3 hours 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $$
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Meet your driver/guide dockside for a narrated drive to Lake 

Union. Step aboard a sightseeing boat and enjoy both Lake Union 

and Lake Washington on this 1½-hour cruise. Hear live narration 

on the fascinating history and interesting facts of Seattle. See 

Gasworks Park and the historic houseboat and floating home 

communities, including the home featured in the movie Sleepless 

in Seattle. Your tour will bring you through the Montlake Cut 

into Lake Washington, passing by the University of Washington’s 

Husky Stadium, cruising further into the lake past the world’s 

longest floating bridge. Here, you will catch a glimpse of the 

residence of Seattle’s most-recognized Microsoft multi-billionaire. 

Explore Seattle’s unique blend of city living and the natural beauty 

that surrounds it, with the chance to view both Mt. Rainier and 

the Cascade Mountains. Limited food and drinks are available for 

purchase on board. After returning to Lake Union, you’ll re-board 

your motor coach for a narrated ride to the SeaTac International 

Airport or return to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 1:30pm. 

➤ seattle, 
washington

you’ll stop to fish for piranhas. Those who prefer not to fish can 

just relax on board and listen to the birdcalls. On the shores of 

Maica Lake you will stop for 30 minutes at one of the local beaches 

with clear water and white sand. The Tapajós River is wonderful 

place to swim, and you shouldn’t miss this chance to go swimming 

in the Amazon River system!

Please note: Bring your swimsuit and a towel. The water level in the 

Amazon basin fluctuates seasonally. Occasionally, tours that involve 

waterways may need to be rescheduled or modified at short notice.
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shops and local artisan stalls. Don’t forget to check out the “Flying 

Fish”—one of the more famous vendors at the Market. Your tour 

ends with a transfer to SeaTac Airport or returning to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 2:00pm. 

SeaTac Airport Transfer 
Approximately 45 minutes • $

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to the airport for guests with 

flights departing after 11:30am on the day of disembarkation. No 

sightseeing is included in this transfer.

Panoramic Seattle & Airport Transfer 

Approximately 2 hours  
With prepaid transfer voucher – $ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Didn’t have time to see the sights of Seattle before your cruise? 

Join this fully narrated driving tour to learn the history of Seattle 

past and present. You’ll not only experience the heart of Seattle 

in the vibrant downtown core, you’ll also see some of the sights 

that make Seattle famous. Cross a drawbridge to reach the Ballard 

and Fremont neighborhoods. A road sign as you enter Fremont 

declares this eclectic district to be the Center of the Universe, and 

demands that you set your watch ahead five minutes. Catch a view 

of the magnificent campus of the University of Washington and 

Husky Stadium—a football field boasting one of the finest views 

in Seattle. You’ll pass right by the Space Needle, both historic and 

amazingly futuristic at the same time, and the bizarre Experience 

Music Project building which you will find either monstrous or 

marvelous, with little likelihood of middle ground! Watch for the 

world-famous Pike Place Market packed with farm-to-market 

stalls and colorful flowers, then your tour ends with a transfer to 

SeaTac International Airport or return to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 1:00pm. 

Best of Seattle & Airport Transfer 

Approximately 3½ hours 

With prepaid transfer voucher – $ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Past and present thrive side by side in Seattle, and you’ll see 

the best of what Seattle has to offer. View Seattle’s new sports 

stadiums, then discover the historic flavor of Pioneer Square, 

Seattle’s birthplace dating back to 1852. Pass the International 

District and tour through the downtown core and shopping 

district and circle the Seattle Center campus on your way to the 

Space Needle, where you’ll soar to the top by elevator for an 

unforgettable vista of the Emerald City. From here, you’ll head 

through newly renovated Belltown to the Pike Place Market—the 

West Coast’s largest and oldest open-air farmers’ market. Here 

you’ll have the opportunity to browse the hundreds of curio 
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Nature Trail & Beach Swim

Approximately 4 hours • $$

On leaving the pier, you will drive through the town of St. 

George’s and over the Old Fort Road to Morne Gazo. You’ll walk 

through an intact tropical, semi-deciduous rain forest—the only 

area of this type of forest remaining in the country. It serves as a 

watershed area and source of medicines, wildlife and recreation. 

From the summit there is a look-out platform with almost a 360° 

view. At the famous Grand Anse Beach, you will be welcomed 

with a rum punch or local beer or soft drink and may spend up to 

one hour on the beach. Changing facilities are available for those 

wishing to swim in the clear waters.

Please note: Entrance fees and bottled water included. Wear your 

swimsuit under your clothing; bring a towel, sunscreen and a hat.

River Tubing 

Approximately 3 - 3½ hours • $$$

The locals say Balthazar River “ain’t named Grenada’s Great River 

for notting.” Fed from sources located deep in the island’s interior, 

this river is nestled between exotic tropical rain forest, flora and 

fauna. Your adventure starts with a 45-minute drive out of the 

town of St. George’s and through the scenic hilly interior of the 

Grand Etang Rain Forest Reserve to Balthazar Estate. The drive 

brings you to the tubing launch site for the safety briefing. After 

the briefing, you will be provided with your life vest, modified 

inner tube and a paddle before getting into the river. A wet, wild 

and wonderful journey awaits as you and your guide gently spin 

and swirl in the currents of the river, taking in the exotic scenery 

of tropical vegetation and wildlife. This is a thrilling ride down 

➤	 st. george’s, 
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the river, stopping only in the pools along the way to catch your 

breath. Then finally, at the last pool, there’s an opportunity for a 

swim before you enjoy a much-deserved rum punch or glass of 

local fruit juice before retuning to your ship.

Glass-Bottom Kayak

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Have you ever wanted to explore the underwater world without 

having to scuba dive or snorkel? Live your dream today with 

Grenada’s newest adventure. Climb aboard a sit-on-top, two- 

person, clear-bottom kayak and begin a fantastic journey over the 

Grand Mal coral reefs and down to Cherry Hill. Here, you will 

turn around and move on to Molinere Bay to view the popular 

diving reefs and experience the wonders of the underwater world 

from the surface. After 1½ hours you will return to base for a swim 

in the calm bay. Enjoy a drink at the bar (rum punch, local beer, 

local fruit juice, soft drink or water) before you return to the pier.

 

 

 sightseeing tours

Grenada Island Drive

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

From the pier, drive by coach through the quaint capital of St. 

George’s, passing the ruins of Government House, through St. 

Paul’s and on to the parish of St. David’s and plantations of cocoa 

and spices. At the seaside village of Marquis, the locals weave 

pandanus grasses into crafts; and at Soubise, brightly painted 

fishing boats dot the beaches. Visit a Nutmeg station, then turn 

inland to the National Park Nature Centre at Grand Etang Lake—

the park’s main attraction set in the crater of an extinct volcano.
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Historic Tampa & Transfer to Airport

Approximately 3½ hours • $$ 
(available to guests with flights after 3:00pm)

Tampa is a colorful city with a fascinating history. Native 

Americans first settled at the mouth of the Hillsborough River—

the area that is now the downtown business district. Today, you 

will visit the University of Tampa, located in the original Tampa 

Bay Hotel. Built in 1890 as a luxury hotel by railroad tycoon Henry 

B. Plant, this beautiful Victorian building is a National Historic 

Landmark modeled after the Alhambra in Spain. Stroll through 

some of the public rooms as you hear the history of this hotel. 

Continue with a drive through the Hyde Park area and along 

Bayshore Blvd with its beautiful old mansion facing the bay. Also 

included in the tour will be a drive past the St. Petersburg Times 

Forum—Tampa’s hockey and entertainment arena. Ybor City, 

once the cigar capital of the world, is now Tampa’s entertainment 

district. The cigar industry moved to from Key West to Tampa 

more than 100 years ago. Keep an eye out for the “ Shotgun 

Houses” that housed the immigrant cigar workers who settled 

here. Hear the history of the immigrants that settled in this part 

of Tampa and shaped this city. A stop at Centro Ybor allows for a 

short break. Whether you choose to enjoy café con leche (sweet 

Cuban coffee) or a light snack at one of the many restaurants in 

this historic area, you will be surrounded by item old and new. 

Finally, drive past the Columbia Restaurant—the oldest Spanish 

restaurant in the USA. It has grown from a local corner café to 

a world-famous restaurant covering an entire city block. Note 

the exquisite tilework on the outside of the building. En route to 

Tampa International Airport, you will see the New York Yankee’s 

Spring Training location, Legends Field. 

Please note: Available only to guests departing Tampa International 

Airport at 3:00pm or later.

➤	 tampa,  
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aquatic tours

Star Wind Catamaran & Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

This all-inclusive 60-foot catamaran cruise passes Grenada’s 

picturesque coastline and the beauty that Grenada has to offer, 

above and below the sea! Head to Flamingo Bay for snorkeling 

in the breathtaking underwater world of the Caribbean. Further 

south is one of Grenada’s beautiful white sand beaches, where 

you’ll swim or simply relax and enjoy paradise. Star Wind 5 will 

then make its way back to the port in St. George’s. Sandwiches and 

beverages are provided, including rum punch, fruit punch and soft 

drinks. The boat has a shade awning while anchored and you must 

walk in ankle-deep water to (dis)embark.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing; bring a towel, 

sunscreen and a hat. Snorkel and mask are provided.

 

 boat tours

Rhum Runner Pleasure Cruise

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Board Rhum Runner to the sound of a steel band, as you are 

greeted with rum punch. Cruise around the Carenage—the inner 

harbor—proceeding along the scenic coastline, hugging the shore 

to the Long Point Shoal and Morne Rouge Beach. At the beach, 

the purpose-built craft allows guests to disembark directly on 

to the sand for 1½ hours of relaxation. Rum punch flows, and 

fresh fruit, crackers and cheese are offered. En route back to St. 

George’s, compete in the limbo dance for prizes of T-shirts and 

bottles of rum. The dancing continues all the way back to port.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing and bring a 

towel, sunscreen and a hat.
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Highlights of Vancouver & Granville Island 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover the highlights of Vancouver, a city of mountains, forests 

and unique architecture, including the soaring cedars of Stanley 

Park, exotic Chinatown and historic Gastown. Your coach will 

pass through 1,000-acre Stanley Park. Enjoy a short stop at the 

totem poles before you continue past Brockton Point Lighthouse 

to Prospect Place for a glimpse of the North Shore Mountains, 

West Vancouver and the Lion’s Gate Bridge. Meandering through 

the park to English Bay, you will travel though the downtown core 

to historic Gastown, Vancouver’s oldest neighborhood. See the 

second-largest Chinatown in North America and cross the bridge 

to Granville Island on False Creek inlet for some free time to 

explore the area that was once a mudflat but now boasts theatres, a 

hotel, galleries, boutiques, restaurants, stores and a brewery.

Please note: This tour is available only to those guests whose cruise 

does not begin or end in Vancouver.

Stanley Park & Scenic Grouse Mountain

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Tour Vancouver’s famous Stanley Park to marvel at a thousand 

acres of forest, trails, gardens, restaurants and beaches surrounded 

by a six-mile sea wall. Stop at the totem poles to learn about and 

photograph these native carvings. Crossing the magnificent Lions 

Gate Bridge, you will head to Vancouver’s North Shore suburbs. 

You will drive to Grouse Mountain for a gondola ride to the top to 

enjoy incredible views of the city and surrounding areas. Returning 

to Stanley Park, you will stop at Prospect Point to take in the ocean 

views and the islands in the distance. Pass English Bay beach and 

the densely populated West End residential area, and cross the 

➤	 vancouver,  
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neighborhood en route back to the ship.

Please note: This tour is available only to those guests whose cruise 

does not begin or end in Vancouver. 

Vancouver City Tour & Airport or Hotel Transfer

Approximately 3½ hours 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

For guests departing Vancouver on flights late in the day, this 

excursion provides an excellent opportunity to visit one of Canada’s 

most beautiful and cosmopolitan cities. View highlights from 

Vancouver’s varied urban scenes, including bustling downtown, 

historically renovated Gastown district, exotic Chinatown and 

Stanley Park—nestled near the city center and resplendent with 

its lush forests, totem poles and scenic promenades. This tour 

includes Robson Street and Vancouver’s business district. Your 

tour concludes at Vancouver Airport or one of the Holland 

America Line’s Vancouver Hotel Properties (Pan Pacific, Fairmont 

Waterfront Centre, Fairmont Vancouver Airport).

Please note: This tour is only available to disembarking guests 

transferring to Vancouver Airport with flights after 4:00pm, or 

transferring to Holland America Line Vancouver hotel properties.

Motor Coach Transfer to Seattle

Approximately 3¼ hours • $$  
Transferring to SeaTac Airport (flights after 2:00pm only)

As a convenience to guests, a motor coach transfer service is 

available from dockside to SeaTac Airport. This transportation 

also serves the downtown Seattle Sheraton and Fairmont Olympic 

hotels. No sightseeing is included in this transfer.

Vancouver Airport Transfer 

Approximately 40 minutes • $ 
Transferring to Vancouver Airport (flights after 11:15am only)

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to the airport for guests with 

flights departing Vancouver on the day of disembarkation. No 

sightseeing is included in this transfer.
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Butchart Gardens & Short City Drive

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

This tour provides you with the very best of Victoria, combining 

the city’s unique highlights with a visit to the world-famous 

Butchart Gardens. Take in Chinatown and the Gates of 

Harmonious Interest, along with Olde Towne and scenic Marine 

Drive. At the Butchart Gardens, see how the Butchart family 

transformed the Gardens from a barren rock quarry to what is 

now one of the world’s best known horticultural attractions, 

covering more than 55 acres. The Gardens are a lush paradise of 

flowers, rare trees and winding paths created more than 100 years 

ago. Enjoy the cascading fountains and foot bridges connecting the 

many themed gardens, including the beautiful Sunken Garden, the 

Japanese Garden and the Rose Garden. A map will help you on 

your self-guided tour. 

Victoria Highlights & Craigdarroch Castle

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Discover Victoria’s rich history on a tour of this charming 

Provincial Capital. Driving through the stately downtown core 

you will see Government Street, the Legislative buildings, and 

Chinatown’s Gates of Harmonious Interest. See the last remnants 

of Fort Victoria in Olde Towne together with Bastion Square, 

the home to the “Hanging Judge.” Follow Antique Row to 

Craigdarroch Castle. This Canadian National Historic Site was 

built in the 1800s. It is a 39-room, 20,000-square-foot mansion 

featuring the finest building materials. Marvel at the intricate 

paneled woodwork, stained-glass windows and Victorian-era 

furniture. Climb the tower for a superb view of the surrounding 

➤	 victoria,  
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leads you back to the ship with vistas of the Olympic Mountains 

and Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

Grand City Drive & Empress High Tea

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

This elegant excursion takes in the finest of Victoria’s English 

traditions. Travel through the exclusive Uplands and Oak Bay 

residential areas with lovely manicured private gardens. Enjoy 

stunning views along Marine Drive with Mt. Baker and the 

Gulf Islands as a backdrop. You will stop high atop Mt. Tolmie 

with vistas of Victoria and its surrounding sea and mountain 

panoramas. The next stop is the landmark Empress Hotel, where 

the rich and famous and genuine royalty have enjoyed the Victoria 

tradition of High Tea at the Empress. Pastries, Devonshire 

cream, jellies and other fare combine with the Empress Hotel’s 

own private blend of tea to create the atmosphere of a bygone 

era. Seated in the Tea Lobby, you will discover the fine dining 

ambience that embodies all that is Victoria. During evening calls, 

the Empress Tea is available exclusively through Holland America 

Line.

A Taste of Victoria: Wine & Chocolate

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Take an orientation of Victoria, departing from Ogden Point. Your 

guide will point out the majestic Legislative Building, the Empress 

Hotel and the picturesque inner harbor. Continue to Chinatown 

(the oldest in Canada) passing through the Gates of Harmonious 

Interest and Antique Row, with a wealth of history dating to the 

gold rush days. Then, you will continue through scenic farmland 

to the Church & State Winery. On arrival you will be greeted with 

a sampling of wine and introduced to the winery. From here you 

will proceed to the barrel room where you will learn about the 

wines and hear about the latest taste sensation which involves wine 

tasting and pairing with chocolate truffles. Enjoy some free time 

browsing the wine/gift shop or simply stroll through the winery at 

your leisure. 
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Victoria Highlights

Approximately 2 hours • $

Discover Victoria’s rich history and scenic beauty on a tour of this 

charming provincial capital. Driving through the stately downtown 

core you will see Government Street, the Legislative Buildings, 

Chinatown and the last remnants of Fort Victoria. Follow Antique 

Row before passing Craigdarroch Castle and the Lieutenant 

Governor’s mansion. The Mt. Tolmie Lookout high above the 

city offers breathtaking views of downtown Victoria and the 

surrounding countryside. Come away with lasting memories of 

this delightfully “British” city.

boat tours

Orca Whale Watching

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$

Tour Victoria’s Inner Harbour and surrounding coastline in an 

enclosed, high-speed boat, then head for open water to observe 

the abundant local wildlife as described above. Although sightings 

can’t be guaranteed, this excursion boasts a 90% success rate of 

seeing seals, sea lions, porpoises and numerous species of sea 

birds, as well as the killer (orca) whales that make their home in 

these waters. The high-speed Expedition catamaran is the best 

platform for viewing whales and offers comfort second to none. 

Experienced naturalists on board use hydrophones so you can 

hear the whales communicate in their natural environment. See 

the unique habitat that is also a haven for a myriad of bird life 

combined with the natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest.

Ale Trail 
& Pub Tour  

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$

Victoria is perhaps best known for its flowers and gardens, but it 

has a secret treasure that few visitors have time to really enjoy—

pubs! Some are in the traditional English style; others are truly 

Canadian. Three separate pubs and select samples of local brews at 

each location are included. Enjoy some of the finest brews found 

in Canada as you tour with new friends and old! Light appetizers 

are provided at two of the stops; other food and beverage items 

may be purchased. 

Please note: Minimum age is 19 years. 

Victoria by Horse-Drawn Trolley

Approximately 1 hour • $$

Experience Victoria at the pace of yesteryear. Your horse-drawn 

trolley awaits, with blankets to keep you warm in the cool breeze. 

The trolley is drawn by two magnificent draught horses dressed 

in fine harness and the passenger area is covered to provide 

protection in the unlikely event of a summer shower. Your 

guided tour heads out from the pier along the Victoria waterfront 

and then travels through the historic James Bay residential 

neighborhood. You will wind your way back along the harbor with 

stunning views of the thousands of lights trimming the Legislative 

Buildings. 
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Willemstad Trolley Train

Approximately 1¾ hours • $

Transfer by taxi across the Queen Juliana Suspension Bridge, 200 

feet above Willemstad. In the Punda section of town, you will 

board a trolley train for a tour of Curaçao’s distinctive Dutch 

colonial architecture and the sights and sounds of island life. Stop 

at the “wedding cake” house and see the Pietermaai Cathedral; 

drive past the floating fish and vegetable market, Mikve Emmanuel 

Israel (the oldest synagogue in the Western Hemisphere) and see 

Queen Wilhelmina Park, and the Waterfort Arches. Finally, visit 

Fort Amsterdam, built in 1635 with its beautiful Protestant church. 

Return taxi transportation to the ship is included, or you may 

choose to stay in town and return to the ship on your own.

Please note: You may enter the cathedral if it is open. 

Curaçao Country Drive 

Approximately 3½ hours • $

Explore the northwestern part of the island on this scenic 

excursion. Your first stop is at a former slave hut—now a 

museum displaying interesting objects used by the island’s African 

population. Continue to the impressive caves of Boka Tabla, 

located near the northernmost point of the island. You’ll see how 

the powerful Caribbean Sea created a natural bridge here. On the 

west side of the island, you’ll discover a typical fishing village. Your 

guide points out how the locals used to live in this area. Don’t 

miss the statue that is said to protect the fisherman, located in 

front of the Westpoint Church. Next, travel to Knip Beach, one 

of the Caribbean’s finest strands, designated a natural swimming 

pool by UNESCO in 1973. The hilly landscape around this area is 
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indicative of Curaçao’s volcanic origins. Returning to the ship, you 

will pass by the salt flats of St. Willibrordus and see the multitude 

of flamingoes that have claimed this territory as their own. Your 

guide will also point out the home of Jan Kok. Local legend tells of 

a very handsome Dutchman who conquered the heart of many a 

Curaçao damsel. 

Curaçao’s African Heritage 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Learn all about the history of the slave trade and the life of slaves 

living and working among the colonists of Curaçao. First you will 

visit the Kura Hulanda Museum for a guided tour that covers 

the kidnapping and forced relocation of Africans to the Americas 

and Caribbean in the 17th - 19th centuries. The Kura Hulanda 

Museum impressively exhibits the Transatlantic Slave Trade in its 

totality, from slave capture in Africa trough the Middle Passage 

and relocation in the New World. Next a bus ride takes you via 

the countryside to Plantation House Santa Martha and its former 

plantation. Along the way you will hear about the slave rebellion 

from 1795. At the property of Santa Martha, a guided tour shows 

how slaves were trained to be craftsmen and were sold like a 

commodity on the international slave market at Curaçao, then 

shipped to other islands in the Caribbean and to North and South 

America. You can also see how slaves lived at the slave house on 

Santa Martha Plantation. Visit the Plantation house to see how it 

is currently used as a social workplace. If you wish, you can buy 

authentic handmade products here. On the way back to the city, 

you pass sites where the fights between slaves and government 

troops took place and where the slaves were ultimately defeated. 

You will also see where slaves were forced to work on the saltpans 

to collect the salt needed for the fish industry. Finally, you will be 

visit the Slave Monument marking the place the where the bodies 

of the leaders of the Slave Rebellion were thrown into the sea. 

Please note: Wear sturdy, comfortable walking shoes.
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Curaçao Beach Express

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Travel to the west side of Curaçao on a one-of-a-kind, hand-

painted Tropical Bus. The Beach Express takes you to the “other 

side” of the island where nature reigns and the beaches are 

unspoiled. Enjoy the scenery as your host provides you with 

interesting information about Curaçao. You’ll pass by historic 

plantation houses, panoramic mountain views, wildlife, salt flats 

and flamingos. After a fun and relaxing ride you will come to Playa 

Porto Mari, a famous Beach where you can enjoy swimming in the 

beautiful Caribbean waters, snorkeling or just relaxing.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing; bring 

sunscreen, sunglasses and a towel. Snorkeling equipment and beach 

chairs are provided. Bathrooms and showers are available.

Curacao Sea Aquarium

Approximately 3 hours • $$

The perfect opportunity to accompany family and friends who 

go diving and/or snorkeling. You will be picked up dockside by a 

local authorized taxi. From there you are driven to the Curacao 

Sea Aquarium Park, where a tour guide will show you around 

and explain what the Curaçao Sea Aquarium has to offer. View 

many different coral reef fish, sharks, turtles, dolphins, sea lions 

and more. Then, join your family and friends after their dive/

snorkel activity to look at their pictures taken by a professional 

photographer. To complete the tour, there will be enough time 

to see more of the aquarium and dolphins at the Curaçao Sea 

Aquarium. A local authorized taxi will bring you back to the ship.

Ostriches & Aloe

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Venture outside the city to visit two interesting farms in Curaçao. 

First, crossing the Queen Juliana Bridge at 200 feet above sea level, 

take in the spectacular view of the capital, Willemstad. Heading 

northeast, you will pass by the Franklin D. Roosevelt House,  

the American Consulate on the island. Your guide points out 

interesting sites along the way before you arrive at the Aloe 

Plantation of Curaçao, where an aloe expert explains the 

wonderful traits of, and many uses for, this “miracle” plant. 

Continue on to the Ostrich Farm, the largest of its kind outside 

Africa. Following a warm reception, embark on a safari vehicle 

with the ostrich farm guide, and enjoy an opportunity to interact 

with Earth’s largest birds. You may have a chance to try hand-

feeding these birds, while others look on! Experience the ostrich’s 

development from egg to adult, and perhaps witness a little 

surprise emerging from an egg. Keep your eye out for the ostrich 

dance, performed by a male named Don Juan. The return drive 

to the ship follows a southeasterly course and affords views of 

Curaçao.

Highlights of Curaçao & Folkloric Show

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Dutch influence is ever-present in Curaçao. Your first stop is at  

the Curaçao Museum, with old-world, authentic furnishings in a 

19th-century military hospital. Your guide will play some songs 

on the Carillon (the largest organ), then visit the gallery to see the 

Snip—the first plane that crossed from Europe to the New World. 

By coach, view the lovely capital of Willemstad, crossing the Queen 

Juliana Bridge at 200 feet above sea level. Watch for the Franklin 

Roosevelt House and the American Consulate. Next you’ll visit the 

Distillery of Chobolobo, where the world-famous Blue Curaçao 

liqueur is still made by hand according to an ancient recipe based 

on the peels of the orange brought by the Spaniards in the 15th 

century. Finally, enjoy a charming folkloric show, where dancers 

demonstrate the Tumba—the rhythmic dance of the island. A 

brief “workshop” is included!
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phases of this unforgettable adventure. So even if you have never 

snorkeled or dived in your life you can join this unforgettable 

adventure. After the time in the water you will see photos of your 

adventure. Prints can be purchased. To complete the tour there 

will be enough time to visit the aquarium. A local authorized taxi 

will return you to the ship.

 
boat tours

 
Spanish Water Snorkel Expedition

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Board a motorboat near the pier to begin a scenic ride along 

the coastline. At the site of a sunken tugboat, you can swim and 

snorkel to appreciate the abundant marine life and multi-colored 

coral, or if you prefer, simply relax on board. Enjoy music and 

rum or fruit punch as you travel back to the pier. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel. Snorkel 

equipment is included. Minimum age is 4 years.

Curaçao See & Sea

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Board the Seaworld Explorer semi-submarine and sit in air- 

conditioned comfort five feet below the surface of the water. View 

sealife through large windows over a wall dropping sharply several 

hundred feet. See tropical fish such as yellowtail snapper, sergeant 

majors, parrotfish and queen angelfish, as well as delicate colonies 

of coral. Watch as a diver is surrounded by hungry fish that he 

feeds by hand in front of your window. Back on land, cross the 

Queen Juliana Bridge and continue to the Negrita—an 84-foot 

replica sailing schooner with a tasting room for Blue Curaçao 

liqueur and Ponche Cuba. In the Punda section, your guide points 

out the major landmarks. You may choose to stay in town and 

return to the ship on your own. 

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years. 

aquatic tours

Curaçao Dolphin Encounter

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$

A safe and exciting interactive dolphin program for all ages, 

this will be the adventure that you will never forget. Step onto a 

shallow platform to actually embrace and caress the most amazing 

animals of the sea—the dolphins. A dolphin behaviorist will teach 

you dolphin biology, behavior, and conservation. No aquatic skills 

are required for this safe and unforgettable dolphin experience. 

Curaçao Dolphin Swim

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$$

Enjoy this exciting adventure that includes close interaction with 

these amazing mammals in the dolphin pool. You can really touch 

the dolphins, play some games with them, hitch a ride on their 

dorsal fins, and experience a sloppy dolphin kiss! An informative 

talk shares facts and statistics about the dolphins. 

Please note: Minimum height is 4’3’’ tall. Participants must be 

experienced swimmers, accustomed to using fins, and be height and 

weight proportionate. Ratio of guests to dolphins is 6:2. Actual swim 

time with dolphins is 30-40 minutes.

Animal Encounters: Dive or Snorkel Options

Snorkel: Approximately 3 hours • $$$ 
Dive: Approximately 3 hours • $$

Travel by local authorized taxi to the Curaçao Sea Aquarium.  

At the Sea Aquarium, you’ll hear a safety briefing, then get ready 

for 30 - 45 minutes in the water with a certified PADI instructor. 

This is an exciting water adventure for first-time or experienced 

snorkelers/divers in just 12 feet of water. Feel the thrill of hand-

feeding sharks, turtles, stingrays and beautiful Caribbean fish. 

Safety comes first at the Curacao Sea Aquarium, so sharks and 

turtles are fed through holes in fitted Plexiglas windows. PADI-

certified instructors will lead you step by step through all the 
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adventure tours

Ixtapa Canopy Adventure 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy an eco-adventure park outing where 22 exciting activities 

await you among the trees. You’ll be surrounded by the nature 

and fauna of the region. Activities include ziplines, an oscillating 

bridge, stirrups, monkey-bridge, speleologist stairs and more, 

distributed across approximately 1½ miles. The length of the 

largest zipline is 750 feet and there are 10 more before you reach 

the ground. Equipment provided includes a harness, helmet, lug, 

pulley, gloves and special mountain-climbing ropes. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years; maximum weight is 250 lbs. 

Not suitable for guests with back or neck problems or women who 

are pregnant.

sightseeing tours

Highlights of Ixtapa & Zihuatanejo

Approximately 3 hours • $

Zihuatanejo is a small fishing village that preserves its quaint 

customs and way of life, in spite of the continuous intrusion of 

progress. Because of its small size, in a short time you will see the 

major hotels and other points of interest. Then, make a short trip 

to Agua de Correa to get the real “feel” of a typical Mexican town, 

and continue five miles to Ixtapa—the computer-planned resort 

area. See the Palma Real Golf Club, beautiful beaches, modern 

luxury hotels and restaurants along the ocean. Look around the 

shopping center and stop for a cooling refreshment. You can leave 

➤ zihuatanejo, 
mexico

the motor coach in the Zihuatanejo shopping area and take the 

short walk back to the pier.

Isla Ixtapa 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Join this delightful island getaway! A short ride takes you to 

Playa Linda, where a small boat is waiting to transport you to the 

charming Isla Ixtapa—a protected natural reserve. The island is 

located just north of the main Ixtapa beach and is fringed by three 

beautiful beaches. Take a swim or lounge on the beach. Snorkel 

equipment is included. A delicious lunch of local flavors and 

beverages will be served.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel, sunscreen and hat. 

Not suitable for physically challenged guests.

Town & Countryside

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover the local way of life as you tour the village of Zihuatanejo. 

Take in the panoramic view of this tranquil bay with your ship 

gleaming in the distance. Visit a tropical plantation of bananas, 

mangos and pineapples. Witness the ancient workmanship of terra 

cotta, then relax at a remote beach called Barra the Potosi, where 

you will be able to watch wild birds and enjoy a refreshment under 

the shade of a palapa. Return to civilization and stop at a vantage 

point to admire a bird’s-eye view of the planned resort region 

of Ixtapa.

A Visit 
to Petatlan 

Approximately 4 hours • $

Travel to Petatlan to visit one of the most revered shrines in 

Mexico, the Church of Father Jesus de Petatlan. Board an air- 

conditioned motor coach for a drive through Zihuatanejo and 

Agua de Correa en route to Petatlan. You’ll pass coconut and 

mango plantations along the way. Disembark in the main square 

and enter the church which boasts high-arched ceilings and superb 
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Dolphin Swim 

Approximately 2 hours • Participant $$$$ • Observer $

Enjoy the wonderful experience of interacting with the most 

intelligent and lovely marine mammals—the dolphins. In this 

program you’ll get the chance to touch them, to give them a warm 

hug, to receive a tender kiss and to take a ride on the dolphin’s 

belly holding on to its pectoral fins. Being propelled through the 

water by two dolphins might be the best memory of your life. Take 

home a photo of your time with these marvelous creatures and 

discover the pleasure of swimming with dolphins. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years. Wear a swimsuit and a cover-

up. To protect the dolphins, do not wear sunscreen or jewelry.

stained-glass windows. Its statue of St. Father de Petatlan draws the 

faithful from all over Mexico and the world, who come in search 

of miraculous cures. After your visit, explore the plaza and enjoy a 

beverage.

aquatic tours

Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy a snorkel adventure in Zihuatanejo on board the 96-foot, 

cruising catamaran, Dancer. Cast off from Zihuatanejo Bay and 

motor 45 minutes to Playa Manzanillo. Anchoring near a coral 

reef and close to the beach, you can swim, snorkel or walk on the 

beach for an hour. Back on board, a continental breakfast will 

be served as the Dancer runs back into the bay of Zihuatanejo. A 

DJ will play your favorite music while you enjoy an open bar of 

domestic beer, tequila and local drinks.

Please note: Snorkeling takes place from the side of the boat in deep 

water. Life jackets are provided to everyone who wishes to snorkel. 

All equipment is provided. Wear swim attire and bring a towel and 

sunscreen.

Las Gatas Snorkel & Jungle Hike

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Ferry in a local panga (about a 10-minute ride) from the pier in 

Zihuatanejo to Las Gatas Beach Club, a Robinson Crusoe-style 

resort. Guests wishing to snorkel along the rocks nearby will depart 

with their guide, whereas beginners can access another snorkel area 

via the beach. All snorkeling is guided. Participate in the guided 

nature walk into the jungle and up to the lighthouse to learn about 

the local flora and fauna. You will then be served a buffet-style 

lunch including guacamole and chips, quesadillas, potato salad, 

fruit salad and two beverages (including beer).

Please note: Kayaks are available for rent. For those not wishing to 

make the full hike to the lighthouse, there is a half-way point in the 

jungle where you can return with the guide.
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general information

guides, services & transportation:
In certain interesting but off-the-beaten-track places, professional 
guides and vehicles are at a premium. The best available are engaged. 
For all tours other than the Signature Collection, it is exceptional for 
drivers of public hire vehicles to speak any language but their own 
and it is not always possible to obtain air-conditioned buses or taxis 
in many ports. However, we do our utmost to find the very best 
excursion packages for your touring pleasure. Guests who leave  
during a tour for which transportation is included must thereaf-
ter provide for their own transportation and services at their own 
expense. Transportation standards vary from country to country. 

self-guided excursions:
Guests who do not join these prearranged shore excursions must rely 
on whatever transportation is available in each port. If you choose to 
devise your own excursion, we suggest that you remind the driver or 
tour escort of the ship’s sailing time. Of course, the ship’s facilities are 
fully available to guests while in port.

conditions:
Shore excursions are “Non-Holland America Line Services” for the 
purposes of your Cruise Contract. This means that shore excursions 
are not owned or operated by Holland America. Refer to your Cruise 
Contract for a full statement of your rights and obligations as well as 
those of the Owner of the Ship, Holland America Line Inc. and cer-
tain other persons and entities with respect to Non-Holland America 
Line Services. In particular, please note that you are assuming the 
entire risk of utilizing Non-Holland America Line Services subject 
only to whatever terms or arrangements are made by you or on your 
behalf with the third party furnishing the Non-Holland America 
Line Services. Holland America does not assume liability for injuries 
or damages that occur during or as a result of shore excursions, nor 
is Holland America Line liable for loss of or damage to any baggage 
or other property which occurs ashore, for any reason whatsoever. 
Shore excursions are subject to cancellations or changes. Shore excur-
sion operators reserve the right to deny participation to guests based 
on such criteria as they may establish. Children under 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent or responsible adult aged 21 or older.

➤	 general 
information

about pricing, refunds & cancellations:
Rates and descriptions are current as of the printing date. Prices are 
subject to change without notice and descriptions may vary from the 
actual tour provided. All cancellations that are made less than 5 days 
prior to cruise departure are subject to a 10% cancellation fee. There 
will be no exceptions. In addition, if you cancel your tour reservation 
after the booking deadline stated in the Shore Excursion Planning 
Form on board, or if you cancel a Signature Collection private vehicle 
tour, a 100% cancellation fee will apply since transportation and  
services will have already been arranged.

cancellation of overland adventures and overnight tours:
The cancellation policy for Overland Adventures and Overnight 
Tours is (with no exceptions):
•	 30 days before tour date:	 25% penalty
•	 14 days before tour date:	 50% penalty
•	 Within 14 days:	 non-refundable

Please note that the Cancellation Protection Plan covers pre-booked 
Shore Excursions, including Overland Adventures and Overnight 
Tours, if cancellation is made up to 24 hours prior to commence-
ment of cruise. Tours cancelled within 24 hours prior to com-
mencement of cruising or while on board are not covered by the 
Cancellation Protection Plan and are subject to the above penalties. 
In the event a complete tour is cancelled by Holland America Line 
or the tour operator, pre-booked refunds will be handled on board. 
Very shortly after each booking deadline/cancellation date, e-mails 
are sent from the ship to the agencies concerned, informing them 
of our definite requirements for meals, seats on aircraft, number of 
automobiles and motor coaches, etc., and commitments are made. If 
notice of cancellation is received after the booking deadline/cancella-
tion date, a refund can be assured only if the ticket is resold. Guests 
are encouraged to pre-purchase shore excursions. We recommend 
speaking with the Shore Excursion Manager on board if you have any 
questions about your physical ability to take part in any shore excur-
sion. Should you opt not to take the tour following this discussion, 
full reimbursement will be made provided the cancellation is made 
within 24 hours of boarding the ship. For Overland Adventures and 
Overnight Tours, due to the in-depth nature of the adventures, most 
areas are not accessible to wheelchairs and require a considerable 
amount of activity.




